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PREFACE 


The history of the First Baptist Church of Fort Wayne, Ind., takes its roots back 
in 1820, and runs hand in hand with the history of Fort Wayne. It seems advisable to 
begin them together, as the Baptists were the first Protestants on the field. 

Although it was almost impossible for a white man to live in this fever infested 
community, these early men of God “carried on” until death relieved them of their 
labors. 

The seed of the Baptist faith and Protestantism was planted here in 1820 by the 
Rey. Isaac McCoy and his faithful wife. Their experience comes down to us through 
the years as our divine inheritance, and to arouse a just pride in this heritage, the 
first baptism among the Indians is made much of. An attempt to show from what 
royal family these two Indian women came is also made. 

It is with a broad view of the years since that time, rather than with a long and 
tedious account of data and names that this pageant has taken form. Actual conver- 
sations have been recorded as much as possible, and others formed to bring out the 
historical facts. 

In the account of the first baptism, all characters are realities except Ah-mo 
(Honey-Bee) who is only typical. 

Hand in hand with the historical side runs a spiritual parellel. The Spirit of Doubt 
and the Spirit of Criticsm is used in a general sense and not in a local or individual 
manner. A prayer runs with the pageant that it may inspire a sense of pride in the 
past, and a desire in the hearts of us all to move ever onward. 

I wish to express my thanks to the many who have so willingly aided me in col- 
lecting data, and especially to Deacon E. G. Anderson for the loan of a paper written 
by him and read at the Jubilee meeting in 1887; to Miss Anna Philley for data found 
in her paper published in the Outlook in 1896; to Robert Renfrew for a paper written 
by Mrs. Renfrew and read at the reception for Dr. Gunn and family, October 29, 1917. 

Also to Mrs. L. G. Detzer for the loan of two books and to B. J. Griswold and Jacob 
Studer for information. 


MAREEM MAJOR. 


PROGRAMME 
13X25. Kos SaeRE Ee es fo cls ERM Lo RCH oe eS Bs ARENA tet A BCR earn, A SRS ee | Hazel Maddox 
PROLOGUE—PART ONE 
| iy gh 0) of: a Re NE OPEN Srna aPnan ors cope errr Lie Gar Otay nich toa en RD Cin Fae Olga Welch 
British: OfiCOr sexe wa cistcaie ous citevacaeccier ouelelelors, he oheralcyave eee Cen REA ah eter Winfield Ray 
Colonial: SOLGIOR:| sc27G Actors ore or cieketedtln aha a sietaudecie crete oeael rOnie te Aen eer aie Milton Robinson 
Miss Fort) Wa yale rc cetera snctotaan e.clcun trot atone cma Sanne ec ree eee ae Jean Kincade 
PROLOGUE—PART TWO 
Spirit:of+ Progress): ob Aen mussusre orstvtot Croels eo ote MRR ee ete toe oi are eee Helen Allmon 
Spirit’ of Doub tire as elects ulate avd vectors saa cles ocean wre ete eee ace eek ciel ie ae Jack Gunn 
Spirit (of) ‘Criticism ye pas hain oars Rinicne Let eat beeen eee a cen ee eae Lyall Stopher 
Spirit of Christiamiyyeecserm acces. ehor eres oles enna tena on ae on ate ees, eee ee Zella Norwald 


Spirit, of the, Churchiet pra waters cis ee ee ee eee ele a eee ee ee eee Lena Brown 


ACT ONE—SCENE ONE 
(THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS) 
Time—May 15, 1820. . 
Place—Cabin of Dr. Turner, Indian agent, inside Old Fort. 


Mrs. * Turner, (A hepez-zah-qiiaht) is anne amici eres ciel an aor tere etaiereestet Panera a ee Mrs. Blauvelt 
Dr. ‘Turner; Indian agent si cca sot. ctr tereiey Oe oleae en ee eee L. F. Johnson 


Panerai AeCkKIe Vin (LE G-Me-Sal-Quai)s core sch isso aieic «bolero sacs loved e gaioeeas Carol Stover 


MACH MELACKIOVAMNeE (SOMsncis uiiclceed cs tie ho Om ee aioe eee she ellos Alfred Maloley 
MEL LA CHIOV HET CA SHUEOT oar irc yciite kel dhets ooh elects ATG BE elds 4 ale tb intevele awa elsielevs Lucy Turner 
ERA VEEE SS ACE COO Vaca steve vec eye at oyslis(alss ote cepe¥eieie i) waste ohdious iorals wire eke Sdiale' is fepesepofois “feist 0 stave inte H. Gosney 
RERCMENEC COV ere ois otas efile ores SON aees ee ca ee fo. J $.0...<7....Mrs. A. F. Smith 
MR ESMLCHC CV AECORD TEL TOE ei tay. ceo eycterciere ate ay cyetele a) oesca Bierce lait ic Aigin dalle sim cts been Pauline 
Smith, Lillian Mourning, Jenette Fischman, Samuel Masloob and Ray Speaker 
rate SOim lo yKCCNS me CCH CHEN sete. crc s omey nsec sivioaisis sb o-ctemias evlb bcd gh ated Sam J. Agnew 
EVEL WaEES OG oie ie eek atulctsters x gi eisate ore win win Exo ava veers (stats 6 slate is ensle Withee Siccs e wiolece Mrs. Sam J. Agnew 
oC LEmm SON EMRE MSIE MERI? opt obese: ratte ah Seo saat! @\al’spescius. ome aXepiag el Suv he) etaNes elwrielw Paces susie Ol aoloce geese Ray Sanderson 
Indians, Trappers and Government Employers.................. From the Chorus Choir 
PASTAS IMM M CUM os alls ateo Toles 'ei S osioiie lshtal sural eel ase wie tore ig ef there) doi gual weera) sails ase From the Sunday School 


ACT ONE—SCENE TWO 


(FIRST eo BAPTISM IN FORT WAYNE) 
i Me 


Time—June 18, erent / 
Place—Banks of the Maumee, about sixty yards from the Old Fort. 
Same as Act One. 


TP OREVDEIEEMEMS 6 olga 6 ExShea snd Gece G AO OO OHIO RCIA RCRA ato OS, Ook ORO IAS NS A cae SE aN Glenn Trevey 
° 
Ad ACT TWO 
5 (WOMAN’S SOCIETY MEETING) 
Ay Time—Thursday Afternoon, September 26, 1889. 

Place—Lecture Room of the Church. 
O The aim of this act is to bring out historical data by the conversation of the women; 
aa to sound a note of pride for past achievements, and one of inspiration for the present. 
rs A number of women are sewing for a bazaar. They are talking about the history of 
ey the church, their thoughts stimulated by the coming event, the laying of the corner- 
<t stone, on the following Sunday, September 29, 1889. 

TABLEAU 

SOE HLMAU ECS OMENDTES © siete yet Gelade dotien sis lois tocsie) e) sit issn, Sb cota Sf oha)se o siusrel hips, oheneysieisley she eladalsyoes Velma Cain 
of JRA GRD ASO NE sloth MSR SS OO Sk DA DIC NIaigts sien a GUST geese pistodi Cora Harry Combes 
aa 
QQ ACT THREE 


© Time—Tuesday evening in the spring of 1923. 

=x Place—Most anywhere. 
RENTS TA Spc llc altro il Oo: AERO ROL REE I Ree hc UPR ae Last me oe De es ea ae William Lucas 
Doubt Recruits....Girls—Loraine Foster, Imo Nix, Nell Gunn, Pearl Ormsby, Myrl 


he Ormsby. Boys—Winfield Ray, Milton Robinson, Wilbert Hevel, William Schievle 
auth A crowd of masqueraders from Sunday school classes 
3 ACT FOUR 
(SUNDAY SCHOOL COUNCIL. MEETING) 
Vv Time—Tuesday evening, spring of 1928. 
O Place—Dining room of the church. 
@ Principals.......... Dr. J. R, Gunn, pastor; Mr. Mauk, superintendent of Sunday school 
eS ACT FIVE 
Time—Tonight. 
wD Place—Auditorium of the church. 
Cay. TSS veyed an evss FSi bbavo ke Ay area) ol ayo) ley ceyepeye PEACE CHES cole Cr RACERS OIG I co ORIERERO TS aS ocRe Eons ie Hazel Trevey 
Oerchildren with) Pricks.. 0% .sck oad ser 3s aes eel eb Aol swsiaed ..Rrom the Sunday School 
Senior Board of Deacons ./ — Pind , ee Hiram Philley 
DUNIOre bOArha Ol MOSACONS ime. ab eet el NGM. Flokavs of Liele os ole leresiniens, whol ehelehs Harry Combes 
BGArOmOL MEDUIS COGS arid siera gl cae esid aikce Sader adate sun oie BUS ad a pen Sak Bis) 0) abides iat gl oveney eealanaty L. F. Johnson 
“ lod, ats ~ Attar Rav fue Geen ..Mrs. F. C. Morrill 
a WOMAN Sa SOCIOLV alii iia e «tbeie clef slbeieicr. Passe cea stein. sis/eusiaieca ste abel ale siiehave-s Mrs. H. A. Ray 
w Mrs. Blauvelt and Councilors 
Reo Se Oe Eee nee erie NNR MeTa ey Scie eelc Miia cele locntals Force one Sik ieee Fics e bible Psule lel Blane lee Stanley Henline 
TaN Ch CHUECHECS ae iit cs anioedio. buses was ae Catherine Smith, Dorothy Gunn, Betty Mauk 
LDER OSB red: (Ge le RAUS SVAN NE Steen oes Cale PCr ACHE ACRE use Mri Sechelt Sat ace CRN AE cA ae Glenn Trevey 
ES MOTAdlorlOllemna as sted heres Da re RR. MO MN,, WAT Toe rere ee ae Mrs. Landon 
LEAR IVOVED 8 pasha ge RRO, 5:01 CEI OE AIO SIA ORCI RCC CoO CIRC ee nS a Hartwell Gosney 
ro SD it CeO meee Rly Olver acre arte Meroe Mi aise done op Sais leans tolatn apa d a aelntis ios Ye lepauaBe shal scederans, vichel ale Nell Gunn 
FINALE 
CNOGICTION adie sete Mapes eA Ie uak olisls eo. eG Wy Mies wine's SotGRLe RE se Dr. John R. Gunn 


From A Paper Written and Read by Deacon E. G. Anderson at 
the Jubilee Meeting in 1887, Anniversary of 
Second Organization in 1837 


“The fifty years are ended; they seem as a tale that is told. Turn back the wheel 
of years, O Time/ and let us live over again the past that we may learn of the goodness 
of our God. What do we owe to those faithful ten, who planted the seed of which the 
church of today is the fruit. Can we forget their prayers and tears, their hardships, 
and endurances. 


Only one lived to see the triumph of their faith, and look upon our present church 
home—Sister Elizabeth Morgan. With what intense delight they must look upon this 
scene today, as they recount the tribulations through which they passed to bring about 
the glorious present. 


Today, let us not forget those who have gone before during these years. Many 
familiar faces are missed today; many voices that have mingled with ours are silent; 
many whose hands we loved to grasp are numbered with the dead. So in our rejoicings 
today, let us not be unmindful of the sufferings of our brethren and sisters who struggled 
sO many years to maintain the infant church, and bring it to its present high attain- 
ment. 


Finally, let me say, if it cost so much of suffering and sacrificing to give us this 
beautiful and comfortable church home, ought we not to appreciate it, and be willing 
to do our part in sustaining its high attainments, by our labors, and contributions? Let 
us then say: 


“For her my tears shall fall, 

For her my prayers ascend; 

To her my cares and toils be given, 

Till toil and cares shall end.” 
—Amen! 


—Deacon E. G. Anderson. 
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ONWARD 


By Mareem Walter Major 
Theme song: ‘‘Faith Of Our Fathers’”’ 


PROLOGUE 
at | Part One: Kekionga 


SETTING: (A curtain hangs across the rear of the platform. At the center is a low 
dais before a paneled background. It may be of framework, or plain elevated 
screens may be substituted. In either case the background is draped with a 
plain dark material that hangs in straight lines. On each side of the dais stands 
a plain screen, likewise draped. Before each side-screen is a standard of ferns 
or palms. Strong electric fans are placed down right so that their current 
catches the folds of the various flags, carrying them with their breeze.) 


Piano Prelude. 


“Faith Of Our Fathers” sung by the PERSONNEL in a rear room. 


(A READER is accompanied by excerpts from ‘The Storm” by Weber, 
or similar musical effect. The reading starts after a few bars of the music is 
released, and which lessens in volume for the reader’s voice. The music and 
reading should be rehearsed until the two become a unit.) 


Piano: “‘The Storm” (First part) 


READER (unseen): 
Kekionga, ‘‘Glorious Gateway to the West,”’ 
Whose portal open swung to Progress when on 
Her blazing journey toward the setting sun: 
Peace reigns over thee tonight; thy ways 
Are pleasant ones — but ‘twas not ever thus. 
For ages past, lost long in silent gloom, 
The wild beast roamed the wilds where these three rivers 
Run serenely to the sea. He roamed 
These wilds and howled his sovereignty, disputed 
But by the wild redman who drove him from 
His lair and made these plains his hunting ground. 
Then came the Iriquois — a fiercer tribe — 
Who waged red war upon his kind, the Miamis. 
They conquered the Iriquois and painted red 
With blood these hills and vales. Then creeping up 
The Maumee came the French. They came in peace, 


(“The Storm” blends into the most stirring part of the ‘La Marseil- 


laise.”” A young woman dressed to represent France —a long white robe with 
a bunting sash of red, and blue; and a crown with a number of points, enters 


15 


from the left. She carries the tri-colors of France — not the flag of that day, 
but better for atmosphere. She mounts the dais and stands in a regal manner 
and in semi-profile to the right. She holds her position until she is chased 
from the dais by BRITANNIA. She then walks out at upper right.) 


(La Marseillaise continues. ) 


And sold for redman’s cache of furs: gay trappings 

To please his squaw; bright shawls; and beads that caught 
The sun’s bright rays to cast them over pots 

And pans of copper; and knives of steel, the like 

Of which the simple redman never saw. 

They brought their priest, black robed and picturesque 


(The READER does not hesitate.) 

(A man robed as a JESUIT FATHER enters from the left and halts — 
under the French flag. Another man garbed as an INDIAN with bare arms and | 
legs, wearing a headdress of feathers and wrapped in a blanket, enters from 
the right, running. He kneels to the PRIEST who lifts him gently to his feet. | 
He raises a cross that hangs from his girdle and holds it up at arm’s length. | 
The eyes of the Indian follow the cross.) 


Who breathed the holy name of Christ and told 
Of fairer camping grounds beyond the stars. 


(The JESUIT FATHER eases the cross to its former position and places | 
his right hand on the shoulder of the INDIAN who gazes steadily into his | 
face.) 


The French remained and brothers to the redman 
Were they, until the British Lion growled. 


“La Marseillaise”’ with distant storm rumblings. 


And side by side Montcalm and Wolf upon 

The Plains of Abraham found, alas, that ‘‘Paths 

Of glory lead but to the grave.” The Lion’s 

Roar grew bold, and strains of ‘‘La Marseillaise’’ 
Were drowned in British ones: ‘‘God save the king,” 
Rang out from Kekionga’s fort, 


(A tenor voice is heard singing): 


‘““God save our gracious king, 

Long live our noble king; 

God save the king; 

Send him victorious, 

Happy and glorious, 

Long to reign over us: 

God save the king.” — Henry Carey 
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(As the first line of the solo is released, BRITANNIA runs in from the 
left and mounts the dais. She wears a long white robe with red, and blue 
bunting draped over her left shoulder and knotted below her right hip with 
long hanging ends. Her golden crown has more points than that of FRANCE. 
She carries the BRITISH Union Jack. At her approach FRANCE steps down 
from the dais and walks out at the right. She is followed by the JESUIT 
FATHER and the INDIAN. The left arm of the PRIEST is about the shoul- 
ders of the Indian.) 


and then 
Came Lexington: and Washington contended 
For liberty on Dorchester Heights, on Long Island, 
At Trenton and Princeton, and at Brandywine 
And Monmouth: then Tyrrany at Yorktown died; 
The Stars and Stripes on Kekionga’s fort 
Waved free and bold; America was born! 


(A few notes from the National Anthem is released, merging into the 
refrain: “Three cheers for the red, white, and blue.” A young woman, taller 
than either FRANCE or BRITANNIA runs in from the left. She wears a 
silver-starred white robe, a silver cord girdle, silver sandals, and a silver crown 
with many high tapered points; she is COLUMBIA. She carries a large Ameri- 
can flag. It has a false field of blue with a circle of thirteen stars sewn on both 
sides over the flag’s field. At her approach, BRITANNIA steps down from the 
dais and exits at the right. 

On her mounting the dais, the drum and fife music associated with 
Willard’s painting, ‘“‘The Spirit of ‘76,” is heard. From the right come the 
three characters of the picture and so costumed. They halt on the right and 
assume the posture as in the painting, and hold it until the curtain closes.) 


And then from out the smoke and din of war, 
Rode Wayne — Mad Anthony. The Little Turtle’s 
Staunch braves fell fast where fallen timbers lay 
And Kekionga was renamed. Fort Wayne.* 


(From the right comes MISS FORT WAYNE, running. She wears a long 
white robe with a red, and blue cord girdle. On her forehead is a silver disc 
attached to a silver band about her head. The disc has three vertical bars: red, 
white, and blue, symbolic of the three rivers of Fort Wayne. She halts on the 
right of COLUMBIA and spreads the flag of Fort Wayne to the audience.) 


| (The curtain closes.) 


Piano: (Patriotic melody until the curtain opens.) 


(Remove dais and standards.) 
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ONWARD 
PROLOGUE 


PART TWO. Early Fort Wayne 


Time: 1820 
Place: Fort Wayne 


SETTING: (The platform is empty. The curtain across the back is in place. A tall 
young woman is standing at center. She is dressed in a yellow robe, floor 
length. On her feet are yellow sandals, and she wears a one-pointed gold 
crown. A sword is fastened at her girdle, and she carries a large book in the 
crook of her left arm — a telephone book with its cover painted tan or gray. 
She is the SPIRIT of PROGRESS.) 


SP. PROGRESS (to audience): Spirit of Progress, I. Born ‘neath orien- 
tal skies, I have journeyed ever onward toward the setting sun. 
Through pestilence, famine and death have I come, O’er Europe’s 
bleeding battle fields; through revolution’s fire; through the rise 
and fall of nations and kingdoms, have I ever carried the banner of 
progress. At this place of vision and promise, this ‘‘Glorious Gate- 
way to the West,” in the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and 
twenty, I stand and knock. Will opportunity hear my voice and 
bid me enter? 


(There enters from the right a black robed, black hooded figure. He 
enters stealthily and carries a white flag 15 by 24 inches. He is the SPIRIT of 
DOUBT.) 


SP. DOUBT (smoothly to SPIRIT of PROGRESS): I have heard thy 
voice, O Spirit of Progress. Thinkest thou to place thy seal upon 
this trading post? The red man careth naught (flips his flag) for 
such as thou. A hunter, he — he careth but for game, perchance a 
flask of rum by which to dream of scalps to dangle from his belt. 
He doubts thy agencies. 


(There enters from the left a similarly dressed figure carrying a red flag 
of the same size. He is the SPIRIT of CRITICISM.) 


SP. CRITICISM (running to SPIRIT of DOUBT and embracing him): 
What, ho, Spirit of Doubt! I see thou hast Spirit of Progress well 
under control. With two such foes as we, she goeth not far. (Deri- 
sively) Ha, ha! Ho, ho! 


SP. DOUBT: Right welcome thou art, O Spirit of Criticism. Where thou 


comest, no vision can abide. Where we join forces, progress is 
halted. Rejoice, my fellow, the day is ours. 
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(They separate, stepping backward to right and left respectively. They 
cry in derision, looking at SPIRIT of PROGRESS.) 


BOTH: Ho, ho! Ha, ha! 


SP. PROGRESS (looking from one to the other): Mighty thou art, and 
deadly, O Spirits of Evil. Oft times thy fatal breath hath stayed | 
my hand; thy presence hath blighted my fairest hopes. Many times 
hath victory turned into ignominious failure because of thee. Full | 
well, I know thy power. But (emphatically) there are mightier | 
than thou! (A soft bugle note is heard) Already, methinks, I hear 
the footsteps of the future on the paths of the present. 


(There enters from the upper right, the SPIRIT of CHRISTIANITY. | 
She is a tall young woman, fair complexioned. She wears a white robe reach- | 
ing to the floor. A silver cross is upon her breast, and a three-pointed silver | 
crown on her head. She wears silver or white sandals. She carries a torch; it | 
may be electric, or a large flashlight equipped with a white conical rice-paper | 
cap. She advances to the right of the SPIRIT of PROGRESS. She must be 
chosen with care as much of the success of the pageant depends upon her.) 


ji 


SP. CHRISTIANITY (to SPIRIT of PROGRESS): Spirit of Christianity, | 
I, born in a manger at Bethlehem, author of right, avenger of | 
wrong, I endow those who seek me with peace, love, joy, hope, 
and eternal life. The Spirit of Progress journeys ever onward | 
(raising her light) when my Light shows the way. 


(A louder bugle note.) 


(The SPIRIT of the CHURCH enters from upper left. She wears a long | 
pale gray robe. On her left arm is a three-pointed silvered shield on which is a | 
large red (Latin) cross. Her cord girdle and sandals are golden, and a red cross | 
is on the front of her golden crown. She halts opposite the SPIRIT of CHRIS- 
TIANITY who is somewhat down from the SPIRIT of PROGRESS. Her light, | 
similar to that of the SPIRIT of CHRISTIANITY, is not alight.) 


SP. CHRISTIANITY: Greetings, Spirit of the Church. Advance and | 
renew thy Light. The Spirit of Progress hath need of thee. Come, | 
ye and carry my light to the coming day. | 


(The SPIRIT of the CHURCH kneels and raises her flashlight when it | 
immediately alights. She stands.) | 


SP. CHURCH: Born in the upper chamber at Pentecost, I have lived to | 
serve thee. Gladly do I bear thy Light, O Spirit of Christianity. I 
stand ever at thy right hand — thy shield and buckler. Throughout 
the centuries I have endured persecution to serve thee. The Spirit | 
of Progress will move ever onward when thy Light is shown by me. | 
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|SP. CHRISTIANITY: Much thou has given, O Spirit of the Church. 
| Continue to give for my need, men and women. Here are fertile 
fields for thy labor. I call thee, now, O Spirit of the Church, and 
thee, too, O Spirit of Progress, to come with me into the halls of 
the present. Come, (Raises light) bearing the Light! 


(They exit at left as named: SPIRIT of CHRISTIANITY, SPIRIT of 
PROGRESS, and SPIRIT of the CHURCH.) 


: The curtain closes. 


| 
‘CHOIR: ‘‘Onward Christian Soldiers.’’ Two verses. The melody contin- 
ues until the curtain opens. 
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ONWARD 
EPISODE ONE. PART ONE. 


*“A Voice of One Crying in the Wilderness.”’ 


‘Time: May 15, 1820. 
Place: The evacuated fort. Cabin of Dr. Wm. Turner, United States 
Indian Agent. 


SETTING: (The curtain at the back is drawn aside, showing the regular back- 
ground. Furs hang from the walls and bales of them are about the room. The 
cabin is very plainly furnished with old fashioned kitchen chairs, and a plain 
table is on the left. A spinning wheel is at upper right. The closed organ 
console with the bench removed is arranged as a fireplace. Old fashioned 
candlesticks are plentiful; copper or pewter plates are standing on their rims 
on the fireplace. Any other suitable properties that are available are about the 
room. AH-PEZ-ZAH-QUAH (Mrs. Wm. Turner) is on the right, spinning, knit- 
ting or sewing.) 


The curtain opens. 


(DR. TURNER enters from the upper left. He places his tall hat top- 
down on the table, and sits facing the audience and urites.) 


AH-PEZ-ZAH-QUAH: Ah-mo was here this morning. 

DR. TURNER (without looking up): Honey Bee, you mean? 

AH-PEZ-ZAH-QUAH: Of course. 

DR. TURNER (still writing): In trouble again? 

AH-PEZ-ZAH-QUAH (sighing): I’m afraid so. She hopes the missionary 
who is coming will help her, somehow. Her son is a fine lad and 
industrious. He has plowed the two acres of ground you promised 
Rev. McCoy. She wants him to ask the chief of the twenty-four 
fires (states) to help her keep liquor away from her son. 

DR. TURNER (looking up): She is fighting a brave battle, but a losing 
one, I fear, with both her husband and father so fond of fire- 
water. 


AH-PEZ-ZAH-QUAH: I’m afraid so, but perhaps — 


DR. TURNER: “The insatiable thirst for intoxicating liquor that ap- 
pears to be born with the darker skinned inhabitants of America, 
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and the thirst for gain of some of its citizens appear to be capable | 
of eluding all the vigilance of the government to stop the distribu- . 


tion of liquor among them.”’ (Brice) 


| 

(PE-ME-SAH-QUAH (Mrs. Wm. Hackley) enters from the upper left | 
with her two children: JACK, aged ten, and ANN, seven. The children skip | 
ahead of her and sit on the floor at center front. They play with a crude | 


homemade, small wagon, and a rag doll that ANN is putting together.) 


AH-PEZ-ZAH-QUAH: What’s the news, Rebekeh? You look full of it. 


(PE-ME-SAH-QUAH seats herself at the left and playfully shakes a 


finger at her sister.) 


PE-ME-SAH-QUAH: Call me not Rebekeh; call me Pe-me-sah-quah. I 


was never Rebekeh to our great father, Chief Little Turtle. I was 
always Pe-me-sah-quah to him. 


AH-PEZ-ZAH-QUAH: And I, Ah-pez-zah-quah. I like my English name 
better. Ann Wells — Ann Wells Turner. (Thoughtfully) It seems to 
bring me nearer to the brethren of the Scriptures. I fear the Master | 


was a white man, and that we are not His brethren. (This fear was 
quite real to these sisters for a while.) - 


PE-ME-SAH-QUAH (quickly): I often have the same fear. (A pause) 
Jack says the whole village is agog with the news. Isaac McCoy, the 
Baptist missionary, is nearing the town and will be here very soon. 
Great numbers of Indians and some Whites have gone to meet him. 


JACK (looking up): Yes, and they have fifteen head of cattle and 
forty-three pigs, and they brought them all the way from Fort 
Harrison. How far is that, Uncle Will? 


DR. TURNER: About 180 miles, Jack. Chief Richardville has gone to 


meet them, or sent guides. They should be here any time now. I 
fear they are having rather a bad time. The Indians are drinking up 
their annuities. They are dangerous when in liquor, and they can 
always get it in spite of government regulations. 


AH-PEZ-ZAH-QUAH: Isaac McCoy must be a wonderful man to give 
up his friends and the association of cultured people to live 
among, and teach the Indians. 


PE-ME-SAH-QUAH (quickly): He is that! Indeed, I have heard that his 
wife, Christiana, is known as ‘“‘The Angel to the Indians.” 


AH-PEZ-ZAH-QUAH: She surely is that. Stories of her bravery and 


kindness have preceded her. She is truly a noble Christian woman, 
God bless her! 
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‘| PE-ME-SAH-QUAH: And Rev. McCoy is known as the ‘‘Judson to the 
: Indians’’ in honor of a great man — a Baptist Missionary who is 
now in Burma preaching Christ to the natives there as Rev. McCoy 
is teaching the Indians here. 


nial Convention that Rev. McCoy left here with my husband. He 
says that the McCoys have a school for Indian children that are 
fed, clothed, housed and cared for by them. Mrs. McCoy does all 
the work of the household besides caring for their own eight chil- 
dren. It will be a fine thing for Fort Wayne to have a school here. 


JACK and ANN (scrambling to their feet in excitement): A school? Will 
there be a school here? 


DR. TURNER: Yes, indeed, right here in the fort. I have persuaded 
them to come here and have promised them support in every way 
in starting their school for the Indians. 


JACK (as they run over to Dr. Turner): The Indians? Can’t we go to 
school, too? (They lean against the table careful that their backs 
are not to the audience.) 


DR. TURNER (playfully): Yes, indeed, you may go to school, but are 
you not both little Indians? Your great-grandfather was Me-she- 
kin-no-quah, or Chief Little Turtle, acknowledged by many as the 
greatest Indian of all time. He was also, the first temperance lec- 
turer in Fort Wayne. His daughter, Sweet Breeze, was she not your 
grandmother? And Pe-che-we or Chief Richardville, is he not your 
kinsman? 


_JACK (reluctantly): Y-es, but Captain Wells, mother’s father was a 
white man. 


DR. TURNER: And as brave as any Indian that ever lived. Indeed he 
was stolen by the Indians from his people in Kentucky when he 
was but twelve years old. He was adopted by Chief Little Turtle 
himself who raised him as his own son. His Indian name was 
Ap-pa-con-nit or Blacksnake. 


ANN: What a terrible name, Ugh! 


DR. TURNER: Not at all; it meant they thought him very wily and 
wise. Later in life he took a pathetic leave of Chief Little Turtle 
and returned to his own People and fought with the Whites.against 
the Indians. He lost his life in the Massacre of Fort Dearborn — 
now Chicago — while trying to save some white children from an 
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attack by the Indians. He was taken by them and knowing hi; 
captors would torture him, he called them squaws, hoping thei 
rage would result in a quick death for him. It did; they killed hir 
in their fury, cut out his heart and ate it. 


JACK: Oh! The beasts! 


DR. TURNER: It was their custom. They thought thus to take untc 
themselves his wisdom and strong heart. 


(At this point the platform goes dark and the baptistry lights come on. 
The three good Spirits: CHRISTIANITY, the CHURCH, and PROGRESS 
enter the baptistry in line as before indicated. They have their respective 
properties and stand in semi-profile to the right. At the same moment the 
CHOIR is heard singing: “Prepare Ye The Way Of The Lord” by George M. 
Garrett. They sing only the first part. As the singing ceases the platform is 
again lighted and the baptistry is darkened. The three good SPIRITS leave 
under cover of the darkness.) 


SON of HONEY BEE (rushing in from the right, cries excitedly): | 
They’re here, Dr. Turner, they’re here! 

(All stand in excitement as ISAAC McCOY enters from the upper right. 

With him are his wife, CHRISTIANA, six of their eight children, and JOHN- 
STON LYKINS, a teacher. Through all entrances come curious INDIANS, | . 
HALF-BREEDS, and WHITES. JACK and ANN run to their mother; they 
gaze shyly at the strangers. Dr. TURNER goes to meet Rev. McCOY with 
outstretched hand.) 


DR. TURNER: We have been expecting you, sir. (They shake hands.) I| 
fear you have had rather a strenuous journey. 


(The children gaze about for a moment or so after entering, and then | 
drop down wearily on any available seat or on the floor. Two smaller ones 
stretch out on the floor as if to sleep. PE-ME-SAH-QUAH takes a babe ova 
the arms of Mrs. McCOY.) 


McCOY: We have, indeed. This is Mrs. McCoy who has shared the | 
hardships of the journey. (They shake hands and speak each 
other’s names.) And our children, (Indicating them.) 


DR. TURNER (turning to them): O yes, the children — they are very. 
weary, I fear. (Turning to his wife) Mrs. Turner, and her sister, | 
Mrs. Hackley. (Those concerned bow and speak names. ) And | 

Johnston Lykins, you have met before. (They shake hands and | 


speak.) 


AH-PEZ-ZAH-QUAH (leading Mrs. McCOY to a seat on the left): You | 
must be fatigued beyond words. 
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not Saag (She sits.) 


PE-ME-SAH-QUAH (to the children): And you children come with us; 
we know what to do for tired little people. 


(The children follow the two sisters from the room at upper left. JACK 


to and ANN follow at a distance.) 

JOHNSTON LYKINS: I think I shall have to leave you for a while. One 
| of the horses is a bit lame, and I want to see what I can do for 
5} him. I shall return shortly. I know you have a lot to discuss about 


the work here. 


upper right.) To relieve suffering of man or beast is a passion with 
Johnston Lykins. 


le 
e 
| McCOY (courteously): We shall await your return. (LYKINS exits at 
i 
r 


(They are seated; McCOY facing the front.) 


DR. TURNER: Your quarters are all ready for you sir, and here inside 
the fort. We have two acres of ground plowed and ready for 
planting; but tell me something of your journey from Fort Har- 
rison. 


McCOY: We left Fort Harrison eleven days ago, May fourth. We sent 
our movables up the Wabash River by bateaux. We have six of our 
children with us, and some Indian children in our care. Two of our 
children, we left in school in a white settlement for a time. Mr. 
Lykins is our teacher, and we also have a hired man. We came on 
horseback. 


DR. TURNER: That was very hard on the youngsters. How was the 
weather; quite bad? 


| McCOY: Yes, it rained several of the eleven days. One day my wife and 
children were drenched with rain. After a vain attempt to dry our 
clothing, we were compelled to lie down on the ground and try to 
sleep in them. We covered the children with blankets — but they 
were wet, too. 


DR. TURNER: What an unpleasant experience! How did you find the 
Indians? 


~McCOY: Very hostile for the most part. The second day we passed an 
Indian village where every Indian was intoxicated. We buried a 
murdered chief and his assassin, slain also, in one grave as is their 
custom. We did what we could for the mourners. In every village 
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through which we passed, we found the Indians drunken, and in a 
state of debauchery. They were drinking, and in a very rage of 
dissipation — women as well as men — and children, too. 


DR. TURNER: Yes, and they will remain in a state of intoxication as 
long as they have anything left of their annuities. They can’t resist 
liquor and it maddens them. Dishonorable citizens are glad to sell 
it to them — as you know. But go on with your story. 


(The two SISTERS return and join the group. All the onlookers except) 
the Whites gradually drift out, having lost interest in the discussion. A few) 
remain.) 


McCOY: I was always in great concern because of my family. I was] 
compelled to leave them one day and go in search of Chief Rich-|} 
ardville who had given me his promise to guide us the rest of the 
way. However, he had not met me at the point designated. Mrs.’ 
McCoy had full responsibility for the welfare and safety of the, 
group until my return. It was, indeed, a critical situation. 


MRS. McCOY: But I would not have you think the danger and suffer- 
ing were all mine. My husband was in peril concerning which he’ 
would not have told me. He keeps a very careful journal. I found it} 


that he was all but scalped by a drink crazed Indian. Had it not! 
been for a halfbreed, Godfroi, who came to my husband’s assist-| 
ance — he would never have returned to us. 


McCOY: That was rather an experience; but after Richardville’s guides }} 
met us, we made the rest of the journey in comparative safety. |] 
Our coming was known. Indians looked at us from behind trees; 
hundreds stared at us but kept the way open for us. | 


can we find the reason re your great sacrifice. 


McCOY: It isa sacrifice, that is true; but ‘“We are seeking an opportuni- |} 
ty of preaching Christ to the Indians who need Him so much. We | 
haven’t promise of patronage from anyone, trusting God will dis- | 
pose the hearts of some to give us bread while we give ourselves | 
wholly to the heathen. Often we have felt ourselves slipping, but | 
the Everlasting Arm has held us.”” (McCoy) | 


DR. TURNER: But do you think the Indian capable of appreciating | 
your mission to them? Can they see your God and believe,in Him? || 


McCOY: “A disbelief could not possibly prevail in the condition of | 
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savage Indian tribes — his religious opinions are natural; he is a 
rational being, and as such, he feels that there is a Creator. To this 
Almighty One he gives such a name as seems appropriate: the 
Great Spirit, the Father of Life, et cetera. He believes in the 
immortality of the soul, rewards and punishments. Infidelity 
either in the form of Atheism, Deism or Idol Worship is‘a folly 
into which nature or common sense never did and never will lead a 
man. Let him follow the dictates of common sense, and he feels 
that there is a God, and that there is a hereafter into which his 
soul shall be rewarded for deeds done in the body. Life in connec- 
tion with immortality is brought to light through the Gospel; but 
immortality itself, or a future state of existence is a natural belief 
of men, though they may be destitute of the Gospel. The only 
difficulty is to overcome his (the Indian’s) suspicion of what the 
white man has to offer him, and very justly so.’”’ (McCoy) 


'DR. TURNER (both standing): Well, I hope you are right. You will 
have a cosmopolitan group to begin with: English, French, 
Indians, Half-breeds, et cetera. But you will have the honor, sir, of 
establishing the first school in Fort Wayne, and of any nature 
whatever. When do you think you can start? (The school started 
May 29, 1820.) 


'McCOY: The bateaux should be here in a week. Johnston Lykins is 
with us as teacher, and we have a hired Indian who will be of help. 
I hope to begin almost immediately. There are no religious services 
of any kind, I believe you said. 


-DR. TURNER: There has been nothing of the kind. Major Vose, com: 
mandant of the post who evacuated the fort last year, ‘“‘held reli- 
gious services for his officers and men on the Sabbath; read to 
them from the Scriptures, and talked to them in a conversational 
way. He was the only commandant of the Post who openly pro- 
fessed Christianity.’”’ *But there have been no religious services 
open to the public. So you have the honor, sir, of being the first 
Protestant worker on the field. The Jesuit Fathers visited Kekion- 
ga at intervals during the French occupation, but they left no 
organization here of any nature whatever. 


(There enters from upper left, HONEY BEE. She looks neither to the 
right nor left, but walks directly to the missionary who is standing at right 
center. She gazes steadily into his face as she addresses him.) 


_HONEY. BEE: I am Honey Bee. I bring my boy to you; he go to school 
— yes? He be heap good; he drink no liquor. He very good for 
work; he plow — he work in garden. (Ruefully) His father, he no 


*Brice. Griswold 
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work. He drink much liquor; he beat us. (Emphatically) I want my | 
son to learn — to work, and no drink. (She hesitates, doubtful that 
her appeal is meeting approval.) You no want my boy — for learn? | 


McCOY (placing a hand on her shoulder): Yes, Honey Bee, your son 
shall come to school to learn, learn to live a good life, learn to be. 
sober always, and learn the way of our great Father. We will talk | 
to Him about your boy, now. 


(As he bows his head for prayer, all on the platform bow theirs except || 
the INDIANS who gaze with frank curiosity at the group. HONEY BEE looks | 
in wonder at the missionary.) 


The curtain closes before the prayer is voiced. 


PIANO: ‘‘Faith Of Our Fathers’”’ until the curtain opens. 
NOTE CONCERNING THE NEXT SCENE 


Dates differ for the event as recorded by some secular historians. How- 
ever, Isaac McCoy in his ‘‘History of Baptist Indian Missions” (pp 76-77) | 
records in some detail an account of his first baptism in Fort Wayne, its } 
location, the text of his sermon, the words of a song written for the occasion, | 
the reaction of the witnesses, the name of the recipient and the date as June | 
18, 1820. 

The difference in dates arose in part because of a recording made by the | 
missionary (Ibid., 76) that he left Fort Wayne on a trip to Ohio, June 17, | 
1820. Consequently, there could have been no baptism on the 18th. | 

However, by a careful study of “History Of Baptist Indian Missions” | 
(1953) it appears that the date recorded for the Ohio trip, June 17th, is a 
copy error for the 27th, and that the date for the first baptism is correct as | 
recorded. This conclusion is strengthened in that the missionary baptized a _ 
white man on July 23, 1820, (Ibid., 79). It is clear therefore, that the first 
baptism, of which a full account is given, took place before that of the white 
man on July 23, 1820, which is but briefly recorded. 

Dr. Turner had Roman Catholic leanings. However, Mrs. Turner, (Ah- | 
pez-zah-quah) was baptized by Isaac McCoy on July 8, 1821 (Ibid., 110) and : 
became a charter member of the Baptist Church organized by Rev. McCoy on | 
August 3, 1822. (Ibid., 156.) 

Unfortunately our first record book (A) was lost as is recorded. It 
would furnish us with much coveted information: How long the church en- | 
dured; why Mrs. Hackley’s (Pe-me-sah-quah’s) name does not appear on the | 
roll of charter members since her baptism took place before that of her 
sister’s; and whether she came in at a later date. 

Both sisters were received into the First Presbyterian Church (organized 
in 1831) “on certificate,” which suggests that she did.* | 

These two sisters, granddaughters of Chief Little Turtle, were educated 
in a Roman Catholic school for young women in Bardstown, Kentucky. The | 
statement that they were educated anywhere else is without foundation. 


*They did not build, however, until 1837, the year of our second organization. 
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ONWARD 
EPISODE ONE. PART TWO. 


The First Protestant Baptism in Fort Wayne. 


Time: June 18, 1820 
Place: Banks of the Maumee about 60 yards from the fort. 


VETTING: (Draw the rear curtain into place again. Against it bank any available 
greens: potted ferns, artificial foliage, or evergreens at this time of year (Jan- 
uary). Also place them in and against the baptistry to give an out-of-door 
effect. 

An interested crowd has gathered and are conversing ad lib in low 

: voices. JOHNSTON LYKINS is passing slips of paper on which are the words 

| of a song written for the occasion. The two EVIL SPIRITS are moving 

casually about, meeting at intervals until the baptism starts. They are gazing 
into the baptistry as the curtain opens. 

The conversation given below is from McCoy’s “History of Baptist 
Indian Missions” and is between a French Messenger sent by the missionary, 
and a Putawatomie! to whom he was sent whose name is given as Perish. We 
are having the SPIRIT of DOUBT impersonate him.) 


“he curtain opens. 


54P. DOUBT (sauntering up to the FRENCHMAN): “Well, my brother, 
how does your school at Fort Wayne come on? 


TRENCHMAN: “Very well; there are twelve or fourteen Indian chil- 
dren who attend school... . with the son and grandson of Chief 
Pi-she-wa .2 


'P. DOUBT: “Do your children attend school? 
TRENCHMAN: “Certainly — I send two. 
'P. DOUBT: ‘“‘You are a fool. 

(Frenchman laughs shortly. ) 


4P. DOUBT: “You need not laugh — you will know, by and by, that 
you have been a fool. Do you think that that man (McCoy) is rich 
enough to educate all our children for nothing? 


TRENCHMAN: “There is a large company (the Mission Board) engaged 
in the business and they are rich. (The Board withdrew its aid after 
one year.) 


L. So spelled throughout by McCoy. 
2. “History of Baptist Indian Missions.” p. 79. 
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SP. DOUBT: “If they are rich now, they intend to be richer hereafter. 
After our children have been with them a long time, and have been 
taught to read and write, they will make us pay dearly for their 
education. We shall, at a great price, have to buy them back again, | 
before they will let us have them. I was well pleased with the 
school when I first heard of it, and intended to send two of my 
children to it; but when I was last at Fort Wayne (significantly) I) 
was told what — I now tell you.” (End of recorded conversation.) 1 | 


NOTE: It is thought by some historians that Perish was in reality, Pe-she-wa 
(Chief Richardville) and that he entered two children and then withdrew 
them. He was a professed Roman Catholic. . 


‘ 


HONEY BEE (breaking in): The school; it very good for learn. My boy 
— he learn to read much. (Proudly) He say Chief Little Turtle’s 
speech to drink no liquor. He learn to talk to Great Spirit. My son; 
he be big chief, someday — yes? 


JOHNSTON LYKINS: The school is growing and already doing won- | 
ders with the children. The Indian children are housed, fed, and } 
clothed by the mission. The school started with ten English, six } 
French, eight Indians, and a Negro lad. Mrs. McCoy does the work } 
of the household for her large mixed family. Her zeal and } 
consecration seem endless. 


SP. CRITICISM (sauntering up): There is going to be a baptism. I think 
it very foolish; put you under the water — get you all wet. 


FRENCHMAN: Who is going to be baptized? 


JOHNSTON LYKINS: Pe-me-sah-quah or Mrs. Hackley. Her sister, Ah- | 
pez-zah-quah wants to be baptized also, but Dr. Turner ( laying a} 
hand on the latter’s arm) wishes her to wait awhile. 


their seats. 
The lines of the song are sung to the melody of ‘Sun Of My Soul My | 
Savior Dear.” Only four of several verses are given here. The song is entitled: i 
GLAD TIDINGS 
“Glad tidings,” so the angels sang, 
Until the heavens with gladness rang; 
Glad tidings; late my soul replied, 
‘For me the Lord was crucified.’’ 


1. “History of Baptist Indian Missions.” p. 80. 
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This very stream was lately stained! (1790) 
With blood from dying soldiers drained; 
Now, strange to tell, the Prince of Peace 

In it displays His sovereign grace. 


Ye oaks which shook while cannon roared, 
Now bow your heads and praise the Lord; 
Tell the wild man beneath your shade 
How Christ in Jordan’s stream was laid. 


Sure all who hear will join and sing, 
“Glory to God, our Christ is King.” 
Still let the Gospel spread abroad 
Till all the world shall worship God. 
—Attributed to Isaac McCoy. 


All on the platform appear impressed and awed. Some of the 
WOMEN weep quietly, but the INDIANS stare with curiosity. As the singing 
ceases, all white men remove their hats. The two EVIL SPIRITS leave fur- 
tively. ISAAC McCOY leads PE-ME-SAH-QUAH (Rebekeh Hackley) into the 
baptistry from the left (east). She faces the right, and the MISSIONARY, the 
audience.) 


\McCOY: Pe-me-sah-quah, do you acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as your personal Lord and Savior? 


‘PE-ME-SAH-QUAH (audibly): I do. 


\McCOY(raising right arm): Then upon your profession of faith, I now 
baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen. 


'The curtain closes. 


(The curtain is so timed that the last the audience sees is the upraised 
arm of ISAAC McCOY.) 


‘CHOIR: 

“Faith of our fathers! we will love 

‘Both friend and foe in all our strife; 

‘And preach thee, too, as love knows how, 
By kindly words and virtuous life; . 

Faith of our fathers, Holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death. 


(The melody continues during the tableau that follows.) 


1. See note on next page. 
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TABLEAU: (There are three ANGELS in the baptistry, and five on the platform. 
They all face left (east) and are arranged as a unit. They hold white trumpets; 
right arm up and forward, left at mouth of the ANGELS. The SPIRITS of 
PROGRESS, CHRISTIANITY, and of the CHURCH stand on the right, 
facing the baptistry. 

A dim blue light is on the tableau; otherwise it will not be effective. 
There is but a brief glimpse as delay will lessen the spiritual effect.) 


The curtain closes. 


NOTE: The second stanza of “‘Glad Tidings” was written with Harmar’s 
bloody defeat in mind at the hand of the Indians under Chief Little Turtle, 
“The Red Napoleon of the West,’’ on October 22, 1790. The St. Joseph, a 
little above the place of baptism, is said to have been almost blocked by dead | 
bodies, and its water to have run red with blood. 

Four years later in 1794 the Indians lost their hold on America forever 
under Anthony Wayne in the battle of Fallen Timbers below the present site | 
of Toledo, Ohio. | 

Chief Little Turtle advised the Indians against further fighting, and thus - 
lost some of the esteem of his people. “The Americans” he said, “are now led }}, 
by a chief who never sleeps . . . . it would be prudent to listen to his offers of | 
peace.” He spent the rest of his life obeying the white man’s laws, but | 
fighting his whisky. 


INTERLUDE: “Faith Of Our Fathers” 
(With closed curtain) 


PIANO: ‘“‘Faith Of Our Fathers” 


READER (unseen): 
On August third of eighteen twenty-two, 
Kleven brave souls and true upon that day, 
Assembled to sign the ‘‘Articles of Faith,” 
And place their names upon the roll of the church. 
From Godly lips they heard the message that fell 
Like dew on thirsty and eager ears.1 From Isaiah 
Thirty-five, verse one, God spake to them: 
‘*The wilderness and the solitary places 
Shall be glad for them.” The little church — 
The first of any faith or creed in all 
Fort Wayne, assembled around a hushed memorial 
Board, remembering their crucified 
And risen Lord. And how their hearts did burn 
Within them as they supped the while with Him. 
Soon came dread typhus that laid the village low, 
And Benny Sears laid down his dedicated 
Life.2 And then their friend and pastor was 
Recatled to labor on another field.3 


1. Elder Corbly Martin. McCoy, History of Baptist Indian Missions, 154. 
2. There were 41 cases in the Mission family, including Mrs. McCoy. Ibid., 161. 
3. See note: “Why The McCoys Left Fort Wayne,” next page. 
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/ PIANO: 
‘Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death.”’ 


For years the little flock was leaderless, 

When light again broke through the gathered gloom. 
“Fwas March the fourth of eighteen thirty-seven, 
That Robert Tisdale organized a band! 

Of “‘ten determined souls” into a church 

That in good time “‘took energetic means”’ 

A house of God to build, and one of frame 

Arose and stood for years upon Clay Hill.2 
Privations sore beset the little flock, 

But faith and courage won the day. They lived 
And grew until the small frame church was far 
Too small to house the membership. With zeal 
And sacrifice they carried on till there 

Arose this: “TABERNACLE OF THE PEOPLE.’’3 


.. Elder Robert Tisdale was a worthy and devoted minister. He was ‘obtained’ for the purpose of organizing a church. He 
remained with the church for a few months and returned to it later on occasions of need. 

!. From the year 1841 to 1847. The building was moved from Clay Hill in the summer of 1847 to the southwest corner of 
Berry and Clinton; it faced Clinton. 

}. The West Jefferson Street building, dedicated on August 16, 1868. 


NOTE 
WHY THE McCOYS LEFT FORT WAYNE 


Because the expected funds from the Baptist Mission Board were not 
forthcoming; because of the demoralizing effect upon the mission by unscru- 
pulous and predatory white men, who against government regulations, gave 
the Indians whisky in exchange for their government annuities; and because 
of the prevalence of typhus fever, the missionaries were forced, for the sake 
of the mission’s life, to consider another location farther inland away from 
the forces bent on its destruction. 

In the meantime the Chicago Treaty was negotiated in that city in 
August of 1821, and it had a direct bearing on the Fort Wayne mission. The 
treaty was between the United States government and the Putawatomie, the 
Ottawa, and the Miami Indian tribes. 

Because of pressing needs at the Fort Wayne mission at the time, Isaac 
McCoy was unable to attend the treaty conference. His plans, however, were 
ably presented by his deputy, Colonel Trimble, United States senator from 
Ohio.* 

Isaac McCoy was the direct instrument through whose efforts the gov- 
emment was persuaded to include educational features in the terms of the 
treaty. The tribes involved were to give tracts of land for the building of a 
mission in return for financial aid from the government. 

In spite of Roman Catholic ambition and maneuvers to the contrary, 
the government appointed Isaac McCoy teacher and superintendent of the 
Putawatomies, and superintendent of the other two tribes. 

The Putawatomie tribe gave one square mile of land in lower Michigan 
for a mission site. In return the government agreed to pay toward the support 


 *History of Baptist Indian Missions, pp. 113-114. 
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of a teacher, a blacksmith, and other needs of the mission the sum of $1,000 
annually for a period of fifteen years. The annual salary of Isaac McCoy was 
$400, all of which, as shown by documentary evidence, he turned over to the 
support of the mission as was his lifetime custom. 

On January 7, 1822, Isaac McCoy met with the Baptist Mission Board ' 
in Philadelphia. 1! It was enthusiastic over the terms of the treaty and the plans. 
of Rev. McCoy to meet them. It agreed to pay the sum of $500 toward the 
erection of a mission house for the Putawatomies on the present site of Niles, | 
Michigan. It christened the mission, Carey, in honor of the renowned English 
Baptist missionary who, with a Doctor Thomas, was the first Christian mis- 
sionary to enter Hindustan. 

The board ordered Isaac McCoy to move his mission from Fort Wayne 
to Michigan at his earliest convenience.2 It paid its pledge of five hundred | 
dollars, but soon lost interest in the mission and by 1824 it discontinued its 
support altogether, much to the distress of the missionaries involved.3 

On October 9, 1822, Isaac McCoy and his advance party of twenty-two © 
persons with ox-drawn wagons of supplies left for Michigan, one-hundred | 
miles distant through an untracted wilderness. They immediately cleared the 
ground for the erection of a mission building. When they were well underway, | 
the missionary returned to the Fort Wayne mission.4 

On December 9, the remainder of the mission family, including eight- | 
een Indian children, thirty-seven in all, with wagons of supplies, and livestock, | 
started north from Fort Wayne. After a journey of eleven days of danger and 
suffering from sleeping on the frozen earth, sometimes under a freezing rain, 
they arrived at their destination. The mission house was without heat and 
bare of furnishings, yet they gathered together to thank God for sparing their | 
lives en route and for His manifold blessings.5 | 

The success of Carey mission won the respect and further aid from the 
government until it became self supporting. It closed in 1830 when the Puta- 
yatomies with other tribes went to Indian Territory (now Kansas) with Isaac } 
McCoy.§ 


1. McCoy. History of Baptist Indian Missions. p. 123. 
2. Ibid., 123. 

3. John F. Cady. The Baptist Church in Indiana. p. 89. 
4. History of Baptist Indian Missions. pp. 173-174. 

5. Ibid., 178. 

6. Ibid., 337. 
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An artist’s conception of our first building 
From a description by Mrs. Robert Renfrew 
Built under the pastorate of Elder Wm. Gildersleve 
in 1841 
On Clay Hill now 514 East Washington 
Moved in the summer of 1847 
To the southwest corner of Berry and Clinton Streets 
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ONWARD 
EPISODE TWO: The Sewing Bee. 


Time: Thursday afternoon, September 26, 1889. 
Place: The lecture room of the church. 


AIM: To bring out historical data by the conversation of the women; to sound a 
note of pride for past achievements, and one of inspiration for the present. 


)KEYN OTE: The part women have played in the history of the church. 


SETTING: (The room is simply furnished with straight backed chairs, a plain table 
. down right center on which are scraps of material, a low sewing basket, 
scissors, and an alarm clock. 

A number of women are grouped casually about, sewing and talking 
about the history of the church, their thoughts stimulated by the coming 
event on Sunday: the laying of the cornerstone for the to-be remodeled 
building. The pastor was the Rev. Stephen A. Northrop. 

The women are costumed in the mode of that day: basques, long skirts 
— full in the back and puffed up ina bustle effect. Their hair is arranged high 
on the head and they are not wearing hats. The three very elderly ladies do 
not wear the bustle effect skirt, and have little black bonnets that set on the 
back of their heads and tie under their chins. Those who are not seated when 
the curtain opens, and those who do not move about need not be so strictly 
costumed. Those who enter late — except the three elderly ladies — and those 
seated near the footlights should be costumed with care. 

Some of the women featured are still living and active. Others are 
elderly or gone. Their friends and relatives will be interested by the manner in 
which we impersonate their loved ones or friends, so we must be careful not 
to characterize anyone offensively. Their characteristics and mannerisms have 
been obtained from those near to them and are brought out, but not carica- 
tured. Names are spoken often in order to get them over to the audience. 
Those strictly costumed may enter with the opening of the curtain. There is a 
murmur of voices, ad lib.) 


PIANO: ‘Faith Of Our Fathers.”’ 


The curtain opens. 


(Mrs. E. W. Lewis is standing at the table. The one representing her 
should be a woman of ability, able to furnish a cue in need, or to cover up an 
error in lines. The women may have notes under cover of their sewing materi- 
al. MRS. LEWIS moves about inspecting the work.) 


MRS. CRATSLEY (entering): Well, good afternoon, everybody. I fear I 
am a little late. How are things coming, Mrs. Lewis? 


MRS. LEWIS: Well, things are shaping up pretty well, Mrs. Cratsley. We 


will tax your money bags before we are through — I hope! We 
have the comforters finished that are to go to our training school 
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in Chicago. We are now working on the clothing to be sent to} 
Helen (R.) Jackson of the Freedmen Industrial School in Rich-} 
mond, Virginia.1 Some of us are making patches for more com- |} 
forters. (The women wave them at her.) 


MRS. CRATSLEY (sitting and sewing): That’s good. Our hearts and } 
hands will be full for a while, after the cornerstone is laid on ] 
Sunday. (Looking about) Has anyone seen Mrs. Northrop today? } 


MRS. (Wm.) CARTER: Yes, I saw her. She and Mrs. Goodwin are 
looking after some music for Sunday. They’ll be along after a jj 
while, I venture. 


MRS. SAYNER: O Mrs. Carter, you do say the nicest things. We will 
have them practice on us — I am perfectly willing to listen! 


MRS. (C.) MARTZ: Who wouldn’t, Mrs. Sayner; they can sing! 


MRS. (Thomas) POTTER: We are having a fine program on Sunday, I 
hear. 


MRS. LEWIS: O yes, Mrs. Potter, we always do have, don’t you think? | 
Hiram Philley is surely a fine music director. He and A. Z. Polha- | 
mus make good Sunday School superintendents — assistants, tha 
is. 


MRS. (A. Z.) POLHAMUS (impishly): I know what Rev. Northrop’s | 
text is for next Sunday. 


SEVERAL: O, what is it, Tilly? 


MRS. A.Z.: I was over to their house yesterday, and he told me. It is i 
(with exaggerated gestures), ‘What Mean Ye By These Stones?” 


MRS. MILLS: Well! I’d say, we mean business. (Laughter) 


MRS. MARTZ: Mrs. Mills will have her little joke (significantly) when | 
she isn’t washing up our dishes. . 


MRS. LEWIS: And Mrs. Martz is always so-o serious! She and Tilly 
Polhamus throw so much gloom around. 


(A bit of humor is introduced at this point. The alarm clock ringsand | 
several women make a grab for it. The rest show animated interest; some | 
stand to look, and all stop sewing to watch. TILLY POLHAMUS grabs itand | 
silences the alarm before it runs its length. She looks about mischievously.) 


1. Gleaned from church records. 
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1/MRS. LEWIS: Well, Tilly! You have no idea who set that alarm — or 
I have you? (Spoken with mock severity. ) 
- 


‘MRS. A.Z. (with mock hurt feelings): Now go on and abuse me. Mrs. 
Martz and I will grow up and rob you older women of your jobs 
around here. (They both impersonated themselves in the 1926 
pageant. ) 


‘MRS. LEWIS: Now, now! We are glad you two are with us, Tilly. So 
glad you younger women are interested. You will fill our places 
well, I know, and we are happy about that. (Looking about) What 
else is known about the program, Sunday? 


'/MRS. (E.G.) ANDERSON: Well, my husband and Hiram Philley are 
going to talk in behalf of the deacons; John Wort will speak for 
the Sunday School teachers, and Supt. (E.W.) Lewis for the Sun- 
day School. 


‘MRS. POTTER: O, Mrs. Anderson, did your husband keep that paper 
he read two years ago at the Jubilee celebration? 


‘MRS. ANDERSON: You mean the history of the church, Mrs. Potter. 
Yes, we still have it.1 


‘MRS. POTTER: I would keep it forever and ever! 


‘MRS. MILLS: I would, too, Mrs. Potter. I remember: Mr. Anderson 
read the history of the church for the past fifty years, and O. N. 
Heaton (not Judge Heaton then) read a prophecy for the coming 
fifty years. Wouldn’t it be interesting to have those two papers 
read fifty years from now? 


‘MRS. SAYNER: It would indeed, but dear me! That would be — let me 
see — why, that would be 1937 (the time of the second presenta- 
tion of this pageant,) and most of us won’t be here. Mrs. Martz, 
Tilly Polhamus, Kitty Long, and a few more, perhaps, but not 
many of us. 


MRS. (S. F.) BOWSER: That was a gala day for us, the Jubilee. Judge 
Allen presided. We burned the mortgage on a tray — remember? 


MRS. CARTER: We do! And about the cornerstone — don’t they put 
things in them? 


MRS. LEWIS: O yes, Mrs. Carter, and we will be no exception; I have 
the list right here. (Reads from a slip of paper.) First, of course, a 


1. Mr. Anderson gave the paper to your historian and it is filed with ‘Original Papers.” 
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Bible, then the Articles of Faith of the Baptist denomination, the 
names of the membership, copies of the Indiana Baptist of Indian- 
apolis, the Journal and Messinger of Cincinnati, the Standard of 
Chicago, the Christion Herald of Detroit; then, of course, our local 
papers: the Gazette, the Sentinel, and the News and Journal, all of | 
Fort Wayne. (The names are correct for that day and must be so 
stated. There were other items, not given here.) 


MRS. POTTER: The articles for the cornerstone will be presented by 
the deacons: Wm. Carter, John Gavin, and A. H. Polhamus; and 
the trustees: H. T. Mills, Sylvester McMahon, and John Wort. 


MRS. LEWIS: Well, it looks as if Mr. Heaton’s prophecy concerning the 
church is coming true. Only two years since the Jubilee, and al- 
ready, here we are enlarging the building. 


MRS. ANDERSON: Well, we just had to do something. With the largest 
audience room in the city, we are turning crowds away every 
Sunday. They say (Baptist Outlook of May 28, 1896) that the new 
audience room will seat a thousand people. When Rev. Northrop 
came here in 1882, the membership numbered but one hundred | 
and ninety and now it is nearly eight hundred and — still growing. 
It will be a handsome edifice when finished and will be known as 
the tabernacle of the People. 


MRS. BOWSER: Yes, I understand: ‘““‘TABERNACLE OF THE PEO- 
PLE”’ will be cut in stone across the front of the building. 


MRS. POTTER: Your husband is on the building committee, isn’t he, 
Mrs. Bowser? 


MRS. BOWSER: Yes, he is, with Wm. Carter, Frank Cratsley, John. | 
Wort — and the pastor, of course. 


(Three apparently old ladies enter from the upper left. It is to appear 
that this is a rare occasion — and it is, because of their great age — and several 
women hasten to offer chairs. MRS. LEWIS goes to meet them with an out- 
stretched hand, speaking the name of each as she shakes her hand.) 


MRS. LEWIS: Well, if here isn’t Mrs. (Sanford) Lumbard, Mrs. (Nathan) 
Sibrey, and Mrs. (George) Humphrey. We don’t see you very 
often, but how glad we are to have you with us. 


MRS. SIBREY: No, we don’t get down very often — getting along in 
years. (Looking about) Working hard, I see. 


: 


MRS. LEWIS: Yes, the women are always sewing for the church. 
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MRS. SIBREY: And always have! Dear me, how we worked in the old 
days — and sacrificed. We did without bonnets to give to the Lord. 
And socials! We had them every two weeks, and the woman who 
held the social furnished everything. We were all poor together, 
and there was no one among us to show off. But, (with feeling) O 
how we loved the Lord! We toiled for Him and thought it a 
privilege to do so. (To Mrs. Lumbard) Do you remember when 
you and Brother Lumbard furnished enough copies of the ‘“‘Young 
Reaper’’ for the entire school? 


MRS. LUMBARD: Yes, (chuckling) I remember it quite well, but of 
course, the school was not so large as it is today. Those were great 
days back there in the little frame church on Clay Hill. We are 
living in great times now, but, (wistfully) we were such happy 
Christians then. 


\RS. HUMPHREY: We were so. Long before sewing machines were in 
use, Our minister needed a mantle — overcoats were unknown — 
the women of the church bought the broadcloth and made it. He 
wore it with great comfort and pride. 


\MRS. SIBREY: Yes, we made garments by hand and sold them to buy 
something the church needed badly. I tell you, we shouldered 
responsibility in those days. 


/MRS. LEWIS: It makes me ashamed. We think we are working, when 
we are only playing at work. But wouldn’t we love to have that 
mantle now? We would show it like the women of Bible days 
showed the handiwork of Dorcas. I wonder if the coming genera- 
tions will think of us as sacrificing. 


)MRS. MARTZ: Speaking of the old church, when was this one built? 


iMRS. ANDERSON: In 1867 under the pastorate of Elder G. L. Ste- 
vens. We referred to him as our War Pastor. It cost over $25,000. 
That was. a lot of money for that time, and right after the Civil 
War.! The membership was small, less than two hundred, but the 
debt was all paid in six years, and the event celebrated. 


MRS. HUMPHREY: Wasn’t your husband on the Building Committee, 
Mrs. Lumbard? 


MRS. LUMBARD: O yes, with Isaac Drips and Thomas Stevens, with 
the help of the trustees and the pastor. 


(Mrs. Renfrew enters from upper left.) 


1. “The War Between The States” was not in usage at this time. 
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MRS. LEWIS: Why, Mrs. Renfrew, you are late! (Mrs. RENFREW ad- 
vances from upper left to the table and takes sewing materials.) 
The ladies are talking about our two church buildings. Some of! 
them remember our first one on Clay Hill. 


i 


MRS. RENFREW (taking a seat near the center): I was in my teens, but: 
I remember it quite distinctly. I can just see it; it looked just like a 
schoolhouse. In fact some Baptists who came here thought it was a’ 
schoolhouse. They said they had gone to school long enough, but’ I 
personally, I have my doubts about that. (Chuckling) So! They} 
went to the First Presbyterian Church across the street; it had a' 
steeple! (Laughter) This was after the little frame building was 
moved to the southwest corner of Berry and Clinton in 1847. 


i 


(A paper written by Mrs. Renfrew describing the first church was read | 
at a reception given Dr. John R. Gunn and family on Monday evening, Octo- 
ber 29, 1917. This paper your historian filed among ‘‘Original Papers” of the | 
church.) 


MRS. HUMPHREY: It had two steps leading up to the door with a’ 
small transom over it. There were no windows in the front; the | 
only break was the door. But on each side were four good sized # 
windows — | 


MRS. RENFREW: With thirty-two panes of glass in each one — I : 
counted them many times. | 


SEVERAL: Why, Mrs. Renfrew! 


MRS. RENFREW: Y-es, I did. The room was heated by two wood | 
stoves and lighted by coal oil lamps; and O how they smoked! | 
After the women had spent Saturday afternoons cleaning them. 
and the whole church for that matter. It seated three hundred 
people. Our music was voluntary, and how proud we were of our’ 
little reed organ. | 


MRS. SIBREY: Our baptismal fount was the Maumee River. All Lake- | 
side was a huge farm. After crossing the bridge — there were two | 
of them at the end of Main Street, running in a northeasterly | 
direction, one of them spanning the canal. We followed the wagon | 
road after crossing the bridge to the spot selected, about sixty | 
yards from the fort. I tell you, it was a solemn and beautiful sight 
to see them going down into the water. | 


MRS. POLHAMUS: How about coming up? 


MRS. RENFREW: And coming up! Their faces shone like — like the . 
splendor of God. | 
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.. MRS. MILLS: John Sears was our first pastor, was he not? 


| MRS. LUMBARD: No, indeed! John Sears came here in order to take 


charge of a mission in Michigan on the St. Joseph River for Isaac 
McCoy. However, he did not carry on, but returned to his native 
state, New York, and became a Unitarian, the records show. He 
was a great disappointment to Isaac McCoy. 


MRS. SAYNER: Going back to baptisms, tell us about your baptism, 
Mrs. Renfrew. I have heard you tell it, but some of the ladies 
haven’t. 


‘MRS. RENFREW: Well-it was to be on Sunday, the third of February 
of 1867. It was very cold. There were to be nine of us baptized. 
The river was full of floating ice, so it was put off until the next 
Sunday, but it was no better. So they cut a hole through the ice 
on the canal. It was strong enough to hold the entire congregation. 
We rode in wagons for several blocks, it would be now, in our wet 
clothing before we could change but (quickly) no one ever became 
ill. 


MRS. MILLS: I venture you thought of the new building being erected 
here with its baptistry of warmed water. 


MRS. POLHAMUS: I have often wondered what became of our first 
little frame church. 


MRS. LUMBARD: I can tell you. It was sold to the Salem Reformed 
congregation for twenty-five hundred dollars in 1868, the year this 
building was dedicated. 


MRS. MARTZ: And was that building the only one we’ve had beside 
this one — no log cabin in the woods among the Indians? 


MRS. POTTER: Yes, the only one. The Indian era was earlier, when the 
church was organized in the fort by Isaac McCoy in 1822. Our 
first building stood on a portion of Clay Hill, almost opposite the 
Clay School on a lot donated by the Hon. Samuel Hanna, one of 
Fort Wayne’s first illustrious families. 


MRS. CARTER: Hiram Philley remembers the day when they marched 
over here from the corner of Berry and Clinton Streets.* They 
marched behind an American flag that had quite a history. Its 
owner claimed that it had been all over the world and in a cave 

' where once the Apostle Paul had taken refuge. They had a fine 
program that day according to Brother Philley. He says the chil- 
dren almost sang their hearts out with joy for our new building. 


*It was this site that was sold to the Salem Reformed congregation. 
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MRS. RENFREW: And now we are enlarging that new building. You! 
know that when this remodeling is finished, we shall have remod-} 
eled and enlarged this church north, south, east and straight up.} 
(Laughter) 


(The space between the north wall and the pola is the originai| 
height, length and width of the auditorium.) 


MRS. MARTZ: My how we envy you older women who have seen so} 
much church history. How long have you belonged, Mrs. Hum- 
phrey? 


MRS. HUMPHREY: We came in by letter under Elder Searl in the 
summer of 1848, a year after the little frame church was moved 
from Clay Hill. When did you enter, Mrs. Sibrey? 


MRS. SIBREY: In 1851 under Elder Meeson, and you, Mrs. Lumbard?) 


MRS. LUMBARD: In 1864 under the pastorate of Rev. Stevens. He! 
erected this building. He was our pastor for seven years and a very) 
devoted man he was. He carried us through the hard years of the 
Civil War.* That is why we refer to him as our War Pastor. 


MRS. CARTER: Elder Miller was a great pastor, too, and of excep-| 
tional pulpit power. He was known as Father Miller. One of his 
daughters, Martha, became Martha Miller Philley, and the mother} 
of Hiram and Anna Philley. George Miller, our present church 
clerk, was his grandson. 


MRS. A. Z. (Polhamus): My husband’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. H.} 
Polhamus came in under the pastorate of Dr. J. R. Stone. My) 
husband and his brother, W. H., came in during August of 1880, 
the last year of Dr. Stone’s pastorate. They say he was a scholarly | 
man of God, and that the church was reluctant to give him up! 
after almost thirteen years. He resigned three times before his. 
resignation was accepted. Isn’t that true, Mrs. Anderson? | 


MRS. ANDERSON: That is quite true, Tilly, and we thought we could 
never love another pastor so well, but Rev. Northrop, our pastor, | 
has been with us seven years now, and we love him equally well. 


MRS. LEWIS: Speaking of church history — the Baptists have a won- 
derful one, not only in Fort Wayne, but they were the first Protes- | 
tants to build a church in Indiana. | 


SEVERAL: They were? Are you sure, Mrs. Lewis? 


*“The War Between the States” was not in usage at this time. 


46 


i MRS. LEWIS: Just as sure as I am that Daniel Harding is the mayor of 
Fort Wayne. 


MRS. BOWSER: Or that Benjamin Harrison is the president of the 
United States. 


MRS. LEWIS: And that is reasonably sure. The first Protestant church 
was erected in Indiana in 1798. Indiana was a vast territory then, 
comprising what is now Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, Wiscon- 
sin and a part of Minnesota. The church was and still is known as 
the Silver Creek Baptist Church. It is located across from the falls 
of the Ohio River, nearly opposite the present site of Louisville, 
Kentucky. It was built of logs, and while a part of the membership 
built the church, others stood guard against an Indian attack. They 
carried their rifles to church in true pioneer fashion. I wish we had 
more time to discuss it. 


Isaac McCoy who established the Protestant faith in Fort Wayne in 
1820, held the first Protestant service there in 1825. Chicago was 
then Fort Dearborn. 


(From the Chicago Tribune, the account of which is filed with histori- 
cal material of the church.) 


MRS. LEWIS (looking at her watch attached to a long gold chain): 
Well, our time is growing short. Mrs. Sayner, will you read the 
names of the women who are absent? Some of them are working 
on committees for the services on Sunday. 


MRS. SAYNER (standing): Some of the women are planning the decor- 
ations for Sunday, and others are working on the program They 
are Mrs. A. H. Polhamus, Mrs. E. K. Bush, Mrs. Morse Harrod, Mrs. 
Fred Zollers, Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. Hier, Mrs. Housh, Mrs. Wells, Mrs. 
Zink, Mrs. O. N. Heaton, Mrs. E. G. Perry, Mrs. Fairfield, Mrs. 
McClelland, Mrs. Kemp, Mrs. Brightenham, Mrs. Rose, Mrs. 
McChristen; the misses: Kitty Polhamus, Crissie and Addie Davis 
(no relation) and — I guess I may not have them all. 


‘MRS. LEWIS: Well, I think you have most of them (Looking left) And 
here are Mrs. Northrop and Mrs. Goodman. 


(They enter from the left.) 


‘MRS. POTTER: And they will sing for us! 
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MRS. NORTHROP: Nothing special today, ladies. We are so full o1 
thankfulness for the blessings of God that have rested upon ou) 
church since that far away day when Isaac McCoy baptized the 
granddaughters of Chief Little Turtle, Pe-me-sah-quah and Ah) 
pez-zah-quah. We are thankful for the cornerstone to be laid or! 
Sunday of a larger and more efficient church building. We will sing| 
of that which we cherish most, the faith of our fathers. | 


(They sing one verse, the women joining in the refrain. The three 
GOOD SPIRITS enter the baptistry and stand as before. The curtain closes 
with the singing of the refrain.) 


The curtain closes. 
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Elder G. L. Stevens 
1861 — 1869 


Erected under Elder Stevens 
in 1867 
Dedicated August 16, 1868 
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Rev. Steven A. Northrop 
1882 — 1895 


As remodeled by Rev. Northrop 
in 1889 
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| ONWARD 
INTERLUDE: The World War (First) 


The curtain opens. 
MUSIC that blends into storm rumblings with the seventh line. 


READER (unseen): 
The years crept by apace, the calm, sane years; 
And while upon the Christ we turned adoring 
. Eyes, the dove of peace flew in and spread 
Its healing wings upon the world; but when 
We turned from Christ to gaze upon the dove — 
It flew away. 
And then upon the calmness 
Of the years a shot rang round the earth; 
It hurtled through the startled hearts of all 
Mankind. The world leaped to its feet, while we 
In terror, looked into each other’s eyes. 
War dogs, long held at bay, unleashed, sprang at 
Each other’s throats, and half the earth was drenched 
In blood, 


(A stirring bugle call is heard. COLUMBIA and FRANCE enter from 
the left, COLUMBIA on the right of FRANCE. They advance side by side to 
center front and stand facing the audience. The fans catch the folds of their 
flags.) . 


and to ‘‘A War To End All Wars,”’ 
We sent our cherished manhood forth. They turned 
Their trusting eyes to Heaven — and died upon 
The heart of France. While we at home, toiled long 
And hard, and sacrificed, and sent our courage 
To them across the sea in song: 


CHOIR: 


‘“‘Over there, over there, 
Send the word, send the word over there, 
That the Yanks are coming, the Yanks are coming, 
The drums rum-tuming everywhere; 
So prepare, say a prayer, 
‘ Send the word, send the word to beware; 
We'll be over, we’re coming over, 
And we won’t be back till it’s over, over there.”’ 
—George M. Cohen. 


Sl 


(The light on the platform gradually dies into total darkness. A trumpe 
plays ‘‘Taps,”’and a sound of supressed sobbing is heard — not aloud, but of « 
sighing nature. FRANCE, under cover of the darkness leaves the platform anc 
COLUMBIA retreats and stands on a small dais or footstool. The light gradu} 
ally comes on again with only COLUMBIA on the platform, her flag waving, 
Two RED CROSS NURSES enter from the right and spread a smaller copy o, 
our Church Service Flag to the audience. They stand in front of COLUM’ 
BIA.) 


READER: Gold Stars: 
George Speck — killed in action in France. 
Walter Hibbins — died in training camp. 
Arnold Speck — killed in action in France. 
— (George and Arnold Speck were brothers.) 


The curtain closes slowly. 


And then 
Upon the stillness of the night glad bells 
Rang out and called us from our sleep.* We gathered 
In the streets while happy tears ran down 
Our cheeks like rivulets at play, while clasping 
One another’s hands, and then — the boys 
Came home. The wheels of industry began 
To turn once more, and we, like Cincinnatus 
Of old, took hold upon the plow and trod 
Our row in quietude and peace. 


But in 
The hearts of men arose a fear — afraid 
To look into another’s eyes, lest they 
Should see a question mirrored there that lay 
In their own hearts; and what they dared not voice, 
The scoffers from the housetops cried: ‘“The world 
Has lost its Christ! For lo, the spirit of 
Its Christianity has wallowed in 
The mire of war — and now lies buried there!”’ 


The curtain closes. 


MUSIC of a mournful cadence. 


*First report. 
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ji EPISODE THREE 
sf PART ONE: Revelry. 


ing 
‘a | (Showing the chaotic condition of society after the war.) 


Ms 


Time: The spring of 1923 
Place: Most anywhere. 


SETTING: (The platform is arranged as a lawn before a residence where a wild 

party is in progress. It is empty except fora lawn bench at upper left center. 
| The baptistry is arranged as a window with lace curtains, hanging straight. 
Through the window is seen a lighted floor lamp. Lighted paper lanterns are 
strung across the lawn and in the two back hallways which are otherwise, 
dark. A very dim blue light is upon the scene.) 


The curtain opens. 


(Sounds of revelry are heard from the rear room: Loud talking, laugh- 
ing, and shouting; the twanging of violins, et cetera. Singing starts up: ‘‘Hail, 
hail the gang’s all here!” Fill in the metre with ‘‘Rah, rah-rah, rah-rah, rah!” 
et cetera. After a minute or so of this, merry-makers rush out upon the lawn 
from both rear hallways. There are fifteen or twenty of them dressed in 
masquerade costumes. Among them are the two EVIL SPIRITS, each with at 
least three recruits dressed likewise and bearing the same flags. They, how- 
ever, wear regular clothing underneath their black robes. The girls wear white 
dresses, and the boys dark trousers and white blouses. They all have flash 
lights with conical paper caps concealed underneath their robes. As they rush 
out onto the platform, they are shouting, laughing and throwing confetti, 
both the serpentine and atom kinds. 

After a few minutes of this, a character dressed as a clown lurches in 

from down left. He is REVELRY.) 


REVELRY (mounting the steps and shouting): ‘‘On with the dance; let 
joy be unconfined!” Whoo-pee! 


(The SPIRIT of PROGRESS enters from the right. Her crown is awry, 
her book is crumpled, and her sword is not worn. Her wrists are bound with a 
long chain that clanks against the floor when she lowers her arms. She starts 
wearily toward the bench, but is blocked by REVELRY.) 


-REVELRY (lurching up to the SPIRIT of PROGRESS): Look, who’s 
here! Where is your sword? 


(All stop to listen, staring at the two. The SPIRIT of PROGRESS raises 
her hands to straighten her crown and her chain clanks against the floor as she 
. lowers her arms.) 


SP. CRIT. (running up to them): What, ho! Spirit of Progress, we meet 


again! What has happened to your book? (He jabs at it with his 
flagstick) It is very much crumpled! 
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| 
| 
4 


(He and his recruits speak in a quick flippant manner throughout the} 
scene.) | 


CRIT. RECRUITS (flipping their flags with the underscored words): ‘| 
Oh, very much crumpled, indeed! 


(The SPIRIT of DOUBT comes running up to them from the left. Ha 
and his recruits speak in a long drawn-out, mournful manner in contrast to 


the other group.) 
SP. DOUBT (pulling at her chain): I fear you will never be free. 


DT. RECRUITS: O, no-o, you will never — be — free. 


(The SPIRIT of PROGRESS presses her fingers to her temples and he 
chain clanks against the floor when she lowers her arms.) 


SP. DOUBT (jabbing at her book with his flagstick): The printing has 
all faded out — it cannot be read any more. | 


DT. RECRUITS: It cannot be read — any more. 
SP. CRIT. (flippantly): Any way, it’s all out of date! 


CRIT. RECRUITS: O, very much out of date! 


(A noisy group enters from the upper left, running. They are shouting\| 
and throwing both the serpentine and atom kinds of confetti. They stop and} 
stare at the SPIRIT of PROGRESS for an instant, and then pelt her with 
confetti and run out at upper right, still laughing and shouting. The rest oj: 
the merry-makers, except the RECRUITS, REVELRY and the two EVIL 
SPIRITS follow them out. 

The SPIRIT of PROGRESS shakes the confetti off and makes her way 
wearily to the bench at upper right center and sits. A young girl enters from 
the right. She wears a white robe and a white band about her head with a 
large white star on the front. She carries a flashlight and it is alight. Her way 
is blocked by REVELRY. The others stare. She is FAITH.) 


REVELRY: What, ho, Little-one! What is your name and ‘‘Where aré|| 
you going, my pretty maid?” 


FAITH: Iam Faith. Please, sir, let me pass. I shall be late. 
SP. DOUBT: O yes, you are already late. 
DT. RECRUITS: O, very much late — we’re afraid. 


REVELRY: But first tell us where you are going. 
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|AITH: I am going to a Sunday School (or Church School) Conference 
| meeting at the First Baptist Church. 


LL REVELERS: (Throw up their arms and shout with laughter.) 


HP. CRIT.: Sunday School Meeting! What a waste of time. 
RIT. RECRUITS: O, a very great waste of time. 
“P. DOUBT: I’m afraid not many will go. 
IT. RECRUITS: O, no-o, not many will go. 
| ‘AITH (attempting to pass): O please — 
REVELRY (blocking her way): And who else will be there, Little One? 


|"AITH: The Sunday School teachers and officers; and our minister, Dr. 
Gunn. 


)P. CRIT.: Ministers, ha! Nobody listens to them! 


}P. PROGRESS (standing and raising her right arm): Stop! My child, 
: where did you get that light? 


?AITH: From the Spirit of Christianity. O please — 
REVELRY: Christianity! Christianity’s dead! 


ALL REVELERS: Yes, yes! (They toss their flags with each ‘dead’ in 
unison, right, left, down.) Yes! dead, dead, dead! 


(The SPIRIT of CHRISTIANITY with head held high, and with a larger 
light than before, enters from upper left. The platform which has been under 
a dim blue light, gleams out in full with her entrance. She advances to mid 
left center. The two EVIL SPIRITS retreat to the upper right exit and stand 
there, listening. FAITH goes to the right of the SPIRIT of CHRISTIANITY, 
which brings her to the center. The REVELERS gaze on the scene, inter- 
ested.) 


3P. CHRISTIANITY: No, I am not dead. I live and shall continue to 
live to the end of time and beyond. True, I have gone down in the 
pit of Hell, called War, but my errand there was one of mercy. I 
have emerged with my garments whiter, and my Light brighter 
than before. Every time I held a cup of cold water to a dying 
soldier’s lips; every time I smoothed his pillow; every time I bound 
up his wounds; every time I whispered into his ears the story of a 
‘Savior’s love, my Light grew brighter and brighter. ‘In as much,” 
the Master said, ‘‘as ye have done it unto the least of these, my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” (Keep ‘done it’ two separate 
words. ) 
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(From the right comes the SPIRIT of the CHURCH. She seems utterly 
crushed. She walks slowly with bowed head. She holds her flashlight in her 
hanging right hand. It is dark.) 


SP. CHRISTIANITY: Advance, O Spirit of the Church, ard give ac 
count of thy stewardship. Where is thy Light? 


SP. CHURCH (walking to mid-center in a dazed manner): My Light, I) 
have it here, but I am so weary. I’ve toiled and toiled! I’ve made 
bandages until I am all worn out. I’ve knitted — O how I have 
knitted! On the Lord’s day and in His house, lest some soldier’s 
need should not be met. I’ve packed boxes; I’ve planted fields; I’ve} 
led drives; I’ve poured out my gold abundantly, lest some sick or 
dying soldier would not have his cup of cold water. (Pauses) And 
O, how I have been criticized! Doubts have assailed me! (The two 
EVIL SPIRITS cringe in turn.) My Light! (As if just remembering, 
she lifts it and looks at it.) It shines — it shines! (Frantically, for it 
does not shine. ) Can’t you see it shine? (Shaking it ae O it 


Spirit of Christianity, banish these spirits of evil that men may se e 
my Light and come unto me. (Her light gleams out brightly and) 
the two EVIL SPIRITS leave hurriedly. She stands and steps t 
the right of FAITH who is at center. There should be some space 
between these three characters. ) 


DT. RECRUITS (throwing down their flags and their robes Upon | 
them): Begone! We will have none of thee! 


CRIT. RECRUITS (same action): They were only a mask, any way! 


(The SPIRIT of PROGRESS comes down between FAITH and the | 
SPIRIT of CHRISTIANITY. The RECRUITS move to a line from the right to | 
up-center in a semi-circle with REVELRY in the center. He sheds his costume | 


when the REVELERS do. They move with the SPIRIT of PROGRESS.) 


SP. PROGRESS (kneeling): 

Out of the depths, I cry to thee; 
My way is dark, I cannot see; 

O light me on my Onward way; 
For Light, I kneel to thee and pray. 


(She remains kneeling.) 
RECRUITS and REVELERS: So let it be. Amen! 


SP. CHRISTIANITY (raising her light): Arise! Christianity liveth! 
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The Rev. Dr. John R. Gunn 
The “Opening Gunn” in a Building Campaign 
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The miniature church erected on the platform of the 


sanctuary of the West Jefferson Street church, Sunday morning, 
October 28, 1923 — See page 58. 
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ONWARD 


EPISODE THREE. PART TWO. 
The “‘Opening Gunn”’ in a building campaign. 


Time: Later the same evening. Spring of 1923. 
Place: The dining room of the church. 


TTING: (A Sunday School or Church School! Conference is in progress. A plain 


table is on the upper left. The conference principals are seated at the table, 
facing the platform center. They are representing themselves: 


ELIE DOSCOT MMe eer et aie tees Dr. John R. Gunn 
DUHOGY SCHOOL SUPT Act ees thes talon R. H. Mauk 
General Secretary ast 2 Bln Ok A. Laberteux 


The conference members are seated about, informally. They all have 
flashlights equipped with paper caps. They are not lighted at the moment. 
Some chairs are on the left in order that ‘“‘the audience’ does not appear to 
be bunched. Near the center is one vacant chair.) 


TADER (before the curtain opens): 


The scoffers from the housetops cried: ‘“The world 
Has lost its Christ! And lo, the spirit 

Its Christianity has wallowed in 

The mire of war — and now lies buried there.”’ 


ae curtain opens slowly. 


AR. 


But there were faithful souls who knew that in 

That thought stark madness lay; and that they could 
Not lose their ‘“‘Fathers Faith’’ and live. And with 

A firm resolve that they’d be true to it 

Till death, they grasped with eager hands and held 
Their banners high, and with a new, yet old 

War cry upon their lips they started on 

Their way with prayer and praise, and love and song. 


(Mr. Mauk stands. FAITH enters from the right and takes the vacant 
chair. All the flashes, held upright, gleam out as she takes her seat.) 


MAUK: “I feel that this has been one of the most helpful meetings 
we, have had for some time. I want to call attention to the large 


Jse the same term throughout. Church School was not in general use in 1926, however. 
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DR. 


1. The Young People had an unprecdented 100% present. 
2. Both talks in full have been filled with “Original Papers.”’ of Church Historical material. 


number present,! and am sorry that some had to leave for other’ 
engagements. The number present shows that we are intensely 
interested in the future of our Sunday School and Church. 

Many helpful suggestions have been made, and I know that 
we will all profit by them. The discussions have been quite free, | 
and I think that most every one has expressed himself. But I am} 
wondering whether our pastor, Dr. Gunn, hasn’t something to say | 
before closing.” —(Excerpts from talk by Mr. Mauk.) 


since the beginning of my pastorate with you the cramped condi: | 
tion under which you are trying to carry on the work of the | 
Sunday School..... I have surveyed the present Sunday School | 
building from every angle and have tried to figure out some re-} 


the conclusion that the present building will not admit of an a 
remodeling that will give us an adequate plant. The only way I can} 


I want to propose now the beginning of a building movement. We 
must have a new Sunday School building. | 
I may not be here to see it through..... but let us get it 


dream is realized and you meet to dedicate the new building, if fl 
am not here to share the rejoicing with you, I wish you to remem 


want at least to get so fixed in your purpose and vision that there 
will be no turning back until it is carried to a successful conclu-} 
sion, and I should like to feel that I shall not be forgotten..... i} 

If, before it is finished, the task shall fall into other hands, I) 
shall rejoice just as much in its final success. ) 

I want you to know that I am really speaking tonight under) 
the inspiration of a great vision which has haunted me for a long | 
time. And in the heart of that vision, I want you to see only Christ 
and His cause...... | 

When we do build, we should build for the future as well as) 
for the present. We don’t want to waste time, and effort, and 
money on a mere makeshift. For the present, we can at least start) 
a nest egg. The starting of such a fund will help us to get the! 
building idea into the thoughts of our people, and that thought’ 
will take shape and grow into a definite building program. 

I am going a little further and give you an idea I have enter-' 
tained for some time: that is that we purchase the lot on our west’ 
and that we erect on this lot a building that will not only hold our 
Sunday School, but will provide a larger educational , program) 


} 
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along other lines...... a great working plant second to none in 
SOLU YR 5° ‘i 

I recall the words of William Carey, ‘“‘Attempt great things for 
God; expect great things from God.’’ When God called Moses into 
the mount and gave him a pattern for the building of the taber- 
~ nacle in a wilderness, the thing must have seemed an impossibility 
to Moses. His people had just emerged from slavery. The pattern 


for the tabernacle was elaborate..... Yet God said: ‘‘See that 
you make all things according to the pattern shown thee on the 
mount.”’ 


As you know, our church is more than a hundred years old, 
(1923 then). It has achieved a great history and a great name. 

Shall we be worthy of this heritage? Shall we pass it on to 
future generations without adding anything to it? 

In the sainted name of Isaac McCoy who came here and 
organized a church when Fort Wayne was only a small trading post 
in a fever infested swamp, and menaced by hostile savages; in the 
name of Robert Tisdale, and Miller, and Stevens, and Stone; in the 
name of all who have gone before us, let us here and now with 
unswerving faith, and purpose, and determination set our hands to 
this great undertaking, and let there be no turning back until it is 
accomplished and the vision becomes a reality, and is celebrated in 
the glorious hour of dedication and rejoicing. 


(He sits, MR. MAUK stands and all clap hands in animated applause.) 
ihe curtain closes. 


HOIR: “How firm a foundation.”’ (One verse, and melody continues 
on the piano.) 


NOTE 
(From the church bulletin of October 21, 1923.) 


QUOTE: “Rally Day will be next Sunday. There will be no regular 
Sunday School or morning worship. A combined service will be held and will 
begin at 9:30. At this service a miniature church will be built on the platform 
of the bricks that have been distributed. Do not fail to be here early next 
Sunday. All the money secured from these bricks will be placed in a building 
fund. 

‘People attending our Sunday School frequently are unable to find 
seats. We need a larger and better church plant. Do your part toward giving a 
definite shape to our plans by filling one of these bricks for next Sunday’s 
program.” 


Fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) was realized by this plan. A photo- 


graph of the miniature church built thereby is filed with our historical mate- 
rial. See page 55. 
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SETTING: An empty platform. Dim blue lights. 


SP. 


SP. 
SP. 


SP. 


SP. 


SP. 
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EPISODE FOUR 
The Challenge of 1926 


Time: Friday and Saturday evenings, January 15 and 16, 1926. 
Place: The auditorium of the church. 


(A fair young woman advances from upper left. She wears a floor) 
length white robe with a garland of white flowers about her head. Her hair is 


when she lowers her arms. In spite of her chain she carries an armload of: 
bricks (cardboard ones). She walks slowly and wearily. She is the SPIRIT of} 
the SUNDAY SCHOOL, or CHURCH SCHOOL. | 

At the same time from the right and left front comes a group of tiny | 
children, from six to eight of them. They, too, carry bricks. They advance | 
along the footlights until they form a line. They sit and build little churches. | 


through the scene. 

As the SPIRIT of the SUNDA Y SCHOOL advances to center front, the | 
two EVIL SPIRITS enter from right and left respectively. They approach her} 
stealthily and gaze at her fixedly. She looks into the face of DOUBT on her | 
right — a long look, and then turns her face to meet the steady gaze of) 
CRITICISM on her left. She places her bricks on the floor at her feet, and} 
presses her palms against her temples with her head thrown backward. She | 
lowers her clasped hands and her chain clanks against the floor. She looks; 
again at DOUBT. Take time for this little byplay.) 


DOUBT: What, ho! Spirit of the Sunday School. Why carry all 
those bricks. Thou art weary of thy load. 


S. SCHOOL: O sir, we are going to build a church. 


DOUBT (arrogantly): Thou canst not build a church with a small} 
bunch of bricks like that! 


S. SCHOOL: But we will bring more — and more — and more, 
(louder with each ‘more’) until we have enough and to spare. We} 
must, I tell you, we have no place for our children. | 


DOUBT: And won’t have! Men’s hearts are hard, and treasure} 
houses closed where we reign. | 


S. SCHOOL (quickly and defensively): Oh, but thou dost not reign | 
here! The Spirit of Christianity reigneth here, and I must find her. 
(Attempts to leave.) 


CRIT:: She is not here. See, your hands are bound with a chain. (He | 
lifts it and lets it fall with a clank.) We will bind thy feet — and || 
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blind thine eyes — and harden thine heart! (Louder with each 
noun. ) 


3P. DOUBT: And still thy voice that none can hear. 


SP. CRIT. (grasping her arm): The Spirit of Christianity doth not — 
reign — here! She liveth not where we abide. The field is ours. 
(Shrugs) The church is helpless. The Spirit of Christianity is — not 
— here! 


13P. DOUBT (shaking her): Begone! Pursue the Spirit of Christianity 
| elsewhere. 


5P. CRIT.: Send your children elsewhere where they have room. Come! 
(Shaking her) Make haste! The Spirit of Christianity is not — here! 


! 
t 


5P. S. SCHOOL (resisting): No, no! I will not go. The Spirit of Christi- 
anity liveth here within these sacred walls. Here in this auditorium 
I shall find her. Here in the hearts of this People she liveth, hath 
lived and shall continue to live. 


IBOTH (pulling and pushing her, she resisting): Come! Make haste! 


ISP. S. SCHOOL (raising her clasped hands high above her head, and 
looking upward): O Spirit of Christianity, come to me. Come! 
Come! 


(As she pleads they let loose of her. A bugle call is heard; it must be 
prompt or the effect will be lost. The SPIRIT of CHRISTIANITY enters from 
upper left with the bugle call. The two EVIL SPIRITS leave, running stealth- 
ily out right.) 


SP. S. SCHOOL (turning eagerly to the SPIRIT of CHRISTIANITY): O 
Spirit of Christianity, I am the Spirit of the Sunday School. Since 
the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and forty-two, I have 
sought to teach this People. Their children are crying to me for 
God’s word as food for their souls and a light for their path, and I 
— I] — you see — (raising her hands) my hands are bound by this 
chain of limitation, and I — I have no room for my children. My 
officers are criticized — my teachers are helpless. Young people go 
by my doors by the hundreds — going — going the wrong way. I 
hear the tramping of their feet; they are marching — marching — I 
know not where. 

- The cries of their needs are ringing in my ears: (Palms over 

‘ears and head thrown backward) Room! Room! Give us room! I 
have no room to give them. ‘“‘Suffer little children,’’ the Master 
said, “‘to come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”’ 
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(Raising arms and voice as well) O Spirit of Christianity, break 
these fetters that I may minister unto them. 


SP. CHRISTIANITY: My child, I have heard thy cry, and I have an- 
swered thy call, but I alone, cannot free thy hands. I must work) 
through my servant, the church. I will call her and perchance we’ 
together can bring gladness to thine heart, freedom for thy hands® 
and a song to thy lips. 


(A bugle call is heard, louder than the previous one but not a brazen 
call. The SPIRIT of the CHURCH enters from the right. Her light is burning. 
The SPIRIT of the SUNDAY SCHOOL holds out her hands to her.) 


SP. CHURCH: My child, why art thou in chains, and why art thou sore 
distressed? 


SP. S. SCHOOL: O Spirit of the Church, loosen these fetters and set me 
free. 


SP. CHURCH: Do thou pray the Spirit of Christianity to break thy 
fetters and set thee free. Despair not, your hour of freedom is. 
nigh. (Extends a hand) Come we will make our supplication to- 
gether. (She takes the hand of the SPIRIT of the SUNDAY | 
SCHOOL and they advance and kneel to the SPIRIT of CHRISTI- 
ANITY.) O Light of the Ages, look upon us, and hearken to the} 
voice of thy servant, the Church, and free the hands of my child, 
the Sunday School. We ask in faith that thou wilt help us. 


SP. CHRISTIANITY (sadly shaking her head): ‘‘Faith without works is 
dead.”’ ‘‘Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive } 
it.”” Work, and pray, and give of thy substance as the Lord hath | 
prospered thee. 


(The SPIRIT of the CHURCH and of the SUNDAY SCHOOL bow in 
silence for a long moment. They stand and the SPIRIT of the CHURCH takes 
her child by the hand.) 


SP. CHURCH: We thank thee, O Spirit of Christianity. I will appeal to 
this People — my children; they will give me of their service, their 
means, and their prayers. 


(The two face the audience together. The SPIRIT of the CHURCH || 
hands her flashlight to the SPIRIT of the SUNDAY SCHOOL and addresses 
the audience with outstretched arms.) 
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P. CHURCH: O my children — you who have visioned through the 
years the Glory of God and the triumphs of this church: You now 
are standing at a critical period of your history. The glories of the 
past are as a tale that is told. They stand as a mighty background 
against which the action of. the present will rise — or fall! Which 
shall it be? I, the Spirit of the Church cry unto thee tonight. Shall 
we call from the halls of eternal ages the Spirit of Progress and 
march with her to the coming day; or shall the shadows lengthen 
on this old First Church and her glorious history? Shall her Light 
shine on the paths of future generations, (with great feeling) or 
shall her Light burn low — and die? Cries are ringing in my ears — 
the cries of the unchurched — the cries of those who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness; the cries of the strangers within our 
gates; the cries of our children and young people: ‘‘Room — room, 
give us room!” (Strongly) Must I send them away? Must I give 
them a stone when they ask for bread? 


7) 


; (She throws out her arms with the next line.) 


Rally, O my children. Break these fetters of our Sunday School, 
and bid her to march on — and on — and ONWARD to the 
coming day. 

(In answer to her plea various personalities come to the platform, timed 
to a continuous movement. They carry flashlights equipped with conical 
paper caps which light as they mount the platform. The SPIRIT of the 
CHURCH takes her light again. She and the SPIRIT of the SUNDAY 
SCHOOL step backward in line with the SPIRIT of CHRISTIANITY.) 


CHURCH LOYALTY PARADE 


(HIRAM PHILLEY and the present CHAIRMAN of the board of DEA- 
CONS approach the platform from the right (west) aisle and mount it.) 


MR. PHILLEY* (to the SPIRIT of the CHURCH): Fear not, O Seer of 
the Ages. The people of this flock have heard thy call and they 
will respond. For forty years I have served them as deacon; I 
believe I know them. They will rally to thy cry, O Spirit of the 
Church. Our children must be fed the Bread of Life. ‘‘Beautiful 
upon the mountain are the feet of them who bear good tidings.” 


CHAIRMAN BD. DEACONS: As chairman of the Board of Deacons, I, 
: too, speak for this people. For a better church efficiency they will 
pledge you their support and their loyalty. 


(They retire to upper left (east).) 


*Hiram Philley was elected deacon June 2, 1886 and was ordained May 7, 1896. — Church Record Book D. p. 257, and a 
' recording under date, January 1, 1896. 
' Brother Philley represented himself in three presentations of this pageant, 126, 1937 and 1946. The additional Manier of 
_ years of his service were added in each performance. The entire board was ordained on the 1896 date. 
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CHAIRMAN BD. DEACONESSES (from left): O Spirit of the Church, | 
we, the deaconesses pledge you our united and individual support. | 
Count us willing servants in the Master’s cause. We count it a 
privilege to serve in His house. 


(Retires to upper right.) 


CHAIRMAN TRUSTEES (from right): ‘‘I would rather be a doorkeeper | 
in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.”’ 
As chairman of the Board of Trustees, I pledge for them their 
co-operation and loyal service to further thy progress, O Spirit of 
the Church. May our doors swing open to the coming day. 


(Retires to the right of the deacons.) 


CHAIRMAN FINANCE, or TREASURER (from right):God ‘thundered 
forth to Israel His wrath in a mighty voice: “‘Will a man rob God? 
Yet ye have robbed me..... in tithes and offerings.’’ Represent- | 
ing the finances of this People, we do not want to make the_ 
mistake of Israel, and realizing we cannot move Onward without | 
financial support we do hereby pledge it to thee in His name. 


(Retires a step or more to the rear.) 


PRES. WOMEN’S SOCIETY (from right): No time in history but God ' 
hath provided help in need. Through the centuries wherever the | 
Church of Christ has carried the Light of Christianity, women have | 
served. From the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and seventy- | 
four, we have been a working organization, continuous in service, 
and before we were organized into a group. We, as a group, and | 
before our organization have aided financially, also. | 


We, the women of this church, purchased this organ, and 
have carpeted this auditorium a number of times. We have for- 
warded the cause of Christ on mission fields, aiding in the support | 
of missionaries. We are here in answer to thy call, O Spirit of the | 
Church. Wife, mother, daughter, we offer our hearts, our loyalty, | 
our prayers, our services, and our financial support. 


(Retires to the left of the Bd. Deaconesses.) 


PRES. YOUNG PEOPLE (from left): Thou hast called, O Spirit of the} 
Church, and we, the Young People are here to answer thy cry.’ 
Organized under the pastorate of the Rev. Stephen A. Northrop, 
we have lived in thy service. Youth grows into places of adult 
responsibility. Without us, the future of your years, O Spirit of the’ 
Church, would languish and die. We pledge our future to thee. 
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(Retires to the left of the Pres. Women’s Society.) 


|SUPT. S. SCHOOL (from right): The Sunday School (or church school) 
is the most intelligent answer to Christ’s command: ‘‘Go teach.”’ It 
is the future of the church, the children, its hope of tomorrow. 


(Retires to the right of Chairman Bd. Deacons.) 


‘SUPT. CRADLE ROLL (from left): I, the Cradle Roll, am here. When 
1 the adults and young people who are rallying to thy call, O Spirit 
of the Church, have passed into the great beyond, or from active 
service, this babe (holds up baby) and its contemporaries will fill 
the ranks vacated by them. ‘‘Except ye come as a little child,”’ the 
Master said, “‘ye cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.”’ 


(Retires to the left of the Pres. Young People.) 


iSP. CHURCH: O Spirit of Christianity, my people have heard my cry, 
| and have answered. They have pledged their manhood, their 
womanhood, their youth, their loyalty and their financial support. 
What more is needed? 


(The following LOYALTY PARADE avoids standing in a straight line, 
but should form a wide semi-circle. The center of the platform, except for the 
SPIRITUAL CHARACTERS, must be kept free for the following action. 

A number of the 1926 Loyalty Parade had to be eliminated at this 
point to afford time for 1937 and 1946 additions: the South Wayne group 
(1911), the Immanuel group (1921), the World Wide Guild and other groups.) 


POSITIONS 


(The SPIRIT of the CHURCH and of the SUNDAY SCHOOL are at 
center front. Back of them a line forms in slight semi-circle. From right to left 
they are: FINANCE, SERVICE, FAITH, PRAYER, and CO-OPERATION. 
They alternate right and left as they mount the platform. 

A young man dresses for work in trousers and sweater, and with a 
hammer in his right hand, mounts the platform on its right (west). He is the 
SPIRIT of SERVICE.) 


SP. SERVICE: I am needed, O Spirit of the Church. “Go work in my 
vineyards” is a divine command. We pledge thee a portion of our 
time to labor with our hands, our services, or our talents. I am the 
Spirit of Service. 


(Retires to the left of Finance.) 


FAITH: I am needed, O Spirit of the Church. ‘“‘Without faith it is 
impossible to please God.”’ “‘Faith is the substance of things hoped 
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for ....“Without faith your hopes will die. ‘‘For he that wavereth | 
is like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed. But let) 
him ask in faith, nothing wavering.” 


(Retires to the left of Service.) 
(A fair young woman mounts the platform on the left, (west aisle). She | 


is gowned in a long white robe with pale blue girdle and a fillet of the same, 
about her head. She is the SPIRIT of PRA YER.) 


SP. PRAYER: O Spirit of the Church, I am needed. I am as old as the 
race, and as new as the dawn of day. With multitudes attuned with}, 
me, I could win the world for Christ; but alas, 1 am more often 
found among the few. I am the Spirit of Prayer, and I do hereby 
promise to raise my voice in thy behalf whenever even two or 
three are gathered together in His name. I am the Spirit of Prayer. 


(Retires to the left of Faith.) 

(A young woman mounts the platform on its left. She is as is PRA YER) 

except that her fillet and girdle are gold. She is the SPIRIT of CO-OPERA-| 
TION.) 

SP. CO-OPERATION: O Spirit of the Church, I am needed. I bind 
together with a golden cord, your finances, service, faith, and| 
prayers. I am the Spirit of Co-operation. | 


(Retires to the left of Prayer.) 


(The five in the line just formed join hands, and raising them high, step. 
closer to the three SPIRITUAL CHARACTERS at the front. The SPIRIT of}\\ 
the SUNDAY SCHOOL throws her arms high and wide, when her chain falls 
to the ground witha loud clank. She looks at her wrists in amazement. 

With the falling of her chain, the SPIRIT of PROGRESS enters from 
the right. She comes triumphantly with her head held high. She has her book 
and sword. She halts at the right of the SPIRIT of the CHURCH. She ad- 
dresses the audience as in the beginning of the pageant.) 


SP. PROGRESS: Spirit of Progress, I. Born ‘neath oriental skies, I have 
journeyed ever Onward toward the setting sun. Through war, pes- 
tilence, famine and death have I come. O’er Europe’s bleeding 
battlefields, through revolution’s fire, through the rise and fall of 
kingdoms and nations have'l ever carried the banner of progress. 

Tonight at this place of vision and promise, this glorious old) 
First Church in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and twen- 
ty-six, I stand and knock. (emphatically) Will opportunity hear my] 
voice and bid me enter? 


(Her question was left for the church to answer on Sunday.) 
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FINALE 


(The entire PERSONNEL and the CHOIR, if robed or costumed, come 
to the platform singing: ‘‘Onward Christian Soldiers.’’ They should be ar- 
ranged in a picturesque manner with the most important characters and the 
most striking costumes first and foremost with the others filling in. The 
CHOIR, ANGELS, and the SEWING BEE stand on the floor before the 
platform.) 


| Benediction: Dr. John R. Gunn 


‘The curtain closes. 
1926 POSITION CHART 


TR co EU a PB 
Loyalty—Parade—PERSONALITIES 


Finance Service Faith Prayer Co-operation 
x x x x x 


Sp. Progress Sp. Church and S. School Sp. Christianity 
POUNEY Oe Ss 


Choir — Angels —Indians Sewing Bee Overflow 


JNOTE: The question asked by the Spirit of Progress closing the pageant was an- 
| swered on the following Sunday, January 17, 1926. Approximately $45,000 
was raised in pledges and money. The lot on the west had been purchased at a 
cost of $30,000 in 1925. A $15,000 remodeling and redecorating project was 
necessarily added, bringing the total to $45,000. The lot was cleared by 1932 
and the total debt was wiped out by 1935. 
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1937 ADDITION 
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Rev. Linwood R. Berry 
1928 — 1944 
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ONWARD 


AN HISTORICAL PAGEANT 


Written and Directed by Mareem Major 


: Based on the history of the First Baptist church. 
Presented by a cast of 150 from the church mem- 
bership on Thursday evening, March 4, 1937, in 
the church auditorium. To mark the 100th birth- 
day of the present organization and covering a 
period of 117 years since the coming of Isaac 
McCoy. 


PAGEANT AND HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 


Mrs. Mareem Major Mrs. Susan Crothers Mr. Paul Alleger 
Mr. E. A. Jordan Mrs. Lewis Faddis Mr. Geo. Sparling 
Mr. Milton Robinson Mrs. Myrl Major Ormsby Mrs. A. C. Kreider 


Assisting the committee: Mr. Wallace Reed, Mr. Hugh Stinson, Mr. William Kline. 
Costumes from Methodist Episcopal Church Pageant Dept., Chicago, Ill. . 
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ONWARD 


PREFACE 


The history of the First Baptist Church of Fort Wayne, Ind., takes its roots back 
in 1820, and runs hand in hand with the history of Fort Wayne. It seems advisable to | 
begin them together, as the Baptists were the first Protestants on the field. 


Although it was almost impossible for a white man to live in this fever infested 
community, these early men of God “carried on” until death relieved them of their labors. 


The seed of the Baptist faith and Protestantism was planted here in 1820 by the 
Rey. Isaac McCoy and his faithful wife. Their experience comes down to us through | 
the years as our divine inheritance, and to arouse a just pride in this heritage, the first | 
baptism among the Indians is made much of. An attempt to show from what royal fam- 
ily these two Indian women came is also made. 


It is with a broad view of the years since that time, rather than with a long and 
tedious account of data and names that this pageant has taken form. Actual conversa- 
tions have been recorded as much as possible, and others formed to bring out the his- 
torical facts. 

In the account of the first baptism, all characters are realities except Ah-mo (Honey- 
Bee), who is only typical. 

Hand in hand with the historical lines runs a spiritual parallel. Opposite good 
influences in the church, its two arch enemies are shown—that of Criticism from without 
and Doubts within. With the lines runs a prayer by the eutire personnel and author that 
the pageant may inspire a sense of pride in past achievements, and a desire in the hearts 
of us all to move ever Onward. 

I wish to express my thanks to the many who have contributed data from which 
the original pageant was written in 1926. To Rev. L. L. Henson and his historical com- 
mittee, to Miss Anna Philley for compiling it into a paper which appeared in The Baptist 
Outlook in 1896. To Mrs. G. L. Detzer for the loan of books, and to the late H. B. Gris- 


wold and J. Studor for assistance in assembling material. —The Author. 
PROGRAM 
Quartette: Esther Ohneck _...... Soprano 
Bertha Reichardees=s 1. sae Contralto 
Owen N: \Vaughie.-. oaneees ee Tenor 
Geo. McDonalds. 4.0 ee eee Bass 


Piano Prelude 


PROLOGUE 
PART ONE—KEKIONGA 


Reader (throughout ya 7 1.) UC a Mrs. J. J. Farwell 


PIVANGC)y Bsr We ele ei Ana tet, a ce Helen Bashara 
Jesuit. Fathers, 225 2,0, 2a tui... \ fog itea ean a etree eas a Nolan Henderson 
pndiae Siar ae ero re er s oeee ee ee Pe ie sa a 
SOLOS: asc tig: ePeieie ae a ee ee eee wen N. Vaught 
Britenic DOLE ania ug ie 0s aig er ee ae Mrs. T. E. Ech 
George Washington 2ors\y) Venda pee eee ele pe ge H. O. Ware 
Spiritigt 276.1. fete Tones eam ena fact Eldon Baker, Ray Carnes and Dallis Emberlin 
Coltrabiel js fs to cased Bac eo oe Rc fee Sh Velma Stover 
Miss FortsWayne® 1/80 202 MUUO SGN TO eee Billie Mauk 


(Please do not applaud) 
PART TWO—EARLY FORT WAYNE 


Time—May, 1820. Place—Fort Wayne Settlement 
Spirit.of Progress). JGui rhe tye eee amen ean eee Ab a ge pete Carol Stover Polhamus 
Spirit. of Doub tec: -cig is pee ee Serle 2 kaa (ak Olas A a Ben Vanatta 
Spirit, of Crifictem x... fuser cn ee et ei aeee  oee oe Carl Jordan 
Bugera ie aap ll tea ee RA AL ae aha, a Billy Broom 
Spirit of Christianity Stoo eee eet ae eee ee Mary Thompson 
Spirit of the: Chureh 95.502 (yen .2 ke 4. em eee ge a Hazel Parsley 
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ACT ONE—SCENE ONE 


“A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS” 
Time—May 15, 1820. 
Place—Inside the Old Fort. Cabin of Dr. Wm. Turner, Indian Agent. 


oo  TSRerayeye” hata Poa RO ES SO a Us cele ieee wre By een ee Re Edward A. Jordan 
Ah-pez-zah-quah (Mrs. Turner), grand-daughter of Chief Little Turtle...Susan Crothers 
PE TCrsA (all ee rESISCOTs cite are ae a LO eM ee ee Pe ee Mrs. J. C. Lewis 
MMT SOT) LOC LOT po oag sick sSo coh n ek ote! cnn rb eeg ada sme abled saga anaen Savewwtncscape John Sparling 
a) TED, SUISUeTa ey A ENG eee Hv alee re ae 2 oi al eee cee Ao Oe Ae ne AP Virgie Mae Lewis 
TENS IVC Ope eee ee 5 let Ms 2s eee Nt tins Ce As ORE el RN BOS dle, Milton Robinson 
{| Christiana McCoy, his wife —.. 2-0 sce ge Mrs. A. C. Kreider 
: | Johnston Lykens, a teacher with Isaac McCoy, and afterward a surgeon of renown 
and an interpreter of the New Testament into an Indian language.......... Bruce Curtis 


| The McCoy Children: Betty Coburn, Imogene Crothers, Alma Jean Sparling, George 
i | Sparling, Jr., and Leon Weatherholt. 

{| Indians, Trappers and Government Employees: Messrs. Ralph Hare, H. B. Lees, Mrs. 
y 1 H. B. Lees, Mrs. J. C. Weatherholt, Mrs. Edna Peters, Marie Soule, Mrs. Virgil Myers. 
BiomevabecwanyoungIndian MOthet 2. sees eee ane eet rs. Li, P. Gaddis 
MERE DEB 10 LW CLV cae cs, cee oy eee bts re gre S creas Be cack cat William Soule 


: SS SSS 
-| ANGEL TABLEAU: Betty Durbin, Irene Cook, Violet Steinbauer, Doris Alleger, 


Marion Stover. 
al ACT ONE—SCENE TWO 
The baptism of Pe-me-sah-quah, grand-daughter of Chief Little Turtle; and the first 
Protestant baptism in all northern Indiana. 
Time—June 18, 182M 
Place—The banks of the Maumee, about sixty yards from the Old Fort. 
fee renchinam,. friend of the school)..c:.3.:\ ests al Bees ev step ee Virgil Myers 
(The conversation between the Frenchman and Doubt, thought to be Chief 
! Richardville, and recorded as “‘Perish,” is on record.) 


TABLEAU—ACT TWO—THE SEWING BEE 


Time—Thursday Afternoon, September 26, 1889. 
Place—Lecture Room of the Church. 


The aim of this act is to bring out historical data by the conversation of the women; 
to sound a note of pride for past achievements, and one of inspiration for the present. 
They are talking about the history of the church, their thoughts stimulated by the coming 
event—the laying of the corner stone on the following Sunday, Sept. 29, 1889. 


NS Se a I 


Mrs. -W~-T.- Davis, President Ladies’ Aid.......-...-) op --.:---e--- Mrs. Chas, Funk 

Mes. Seott-Geeper, Secretary .......... See. 1946... Mrs. H. W. Shurtleff 

Mers,Harmeon, Treasurer) ee ec eesocee Mrs. W. A. Culp 

Mzs—Sanford Lumbard ............ program....far.......... Mrs. Earl Evans 

Mrs. Nathan Sibray ................ 2B Jone SOP eA Oa rE . F. J. Schwarzkopf 

Mrs. Geo. Humphrey ...............- c hange of nas | Mrs. S. L. Stover 

MES MRODELUOR CNETC Wy so oke ee eo tee eect occa ast eee eee Mrs. Geo. Smith 
Mrs. E. C. Theise Mrs. J. N. Underwood Mrs. Robert Martz 
Mrs. Sam. Agnew Mrs. W. J. Charters Mrs. Paul Alleger 
Mrs. Wallace Reed Mrs. Gorden Perry Mrs. L. F. Johnson 

Mrs. Geo. Sparling Mrs. Ralph Hare Miss Patricia Sparling 
Mrs. J. C. Cain 
VirsmstepheneAre Northrop ses o's ee regen Mrs. Cecil Conklin 
TMS. Lai INTC OVeYe a Wish el cecmces seeta reess eeee  e Mrs. W. R. Durbin 
INTERLUDE—THE WORLD WAR 
‘ ReduCnossmNurses e156 kee ea ee Kay Rhoads and Rose Maddox 
PA DEA ONS os coh cre ef a RB aaa ep RE Ra el PENS RR 4 Re Billy Broom 
OFFERING 


ACT THREE—SCENE ONE—REVERLY 
This act is designed to depict the chaotic condition of society after the World War. 


Time—Tuesday evening, Spring of 1923. 
Place—Most anywhere. 


Moubt Recruits... siete ee Wilbur Philo, Annabelle Alleger and Anita Anderson 
MB MIGICISI RECEUILS.<. eete tesne-< easton acess Vernon Reed, Paul Alleger, and Virginia Houser 


*Gold stars read before Taps: 
George Speck - Walter Hibbins - Arnold Speck 
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Revelers and Masqueradevs............ Margaret Durbin, Joe Leiter, Donald Steinbauer, Elsie 
Chamberlain, Ruth Berridge, Harold Stoops, Barbara 
Stoops, James Anderson, Robert Mugg, Jack Mugg 
Bevel sy ob, ro Eas sevece shstne swe cnc ne dakees enti ctian eae cat epee O UO nea E NER sca one erate Robert Leiter 
Faith See RE OG Bist coh ak OES ea ee eee cee Hazel Perry 


ACT THREE—SCENE TWO—A COUNCIL MEETING 
Time—The same evening. 
Place—The dining room of the church. 


Principals—Mr. R. H. Mauk and Rev. John R. Gunn. 
Council Members and substitutes. 


Chairman 8. S. Advisory, Board, Solon Lentest ysis ees ctec cease tet J. C. Cain 
Superintendent Church) Schoole. go. .10 25g. sco cca ce aces ese none R. H. Mauk 
Assistant: Superintendent, A’ C. ‘Polhammus.o 00 oo ctr cece etecssseaeee st censecaee ie Howard Anderson 
Secretary; JA. \LaBertewx ie ee ea ae Clyde Parsley 
Assistant Secretary, Roscoe Coburn................--.-.---- REL POS SUR ABET Emir Yoder 
Superintendent Young People, Mareem Major_..(8,..8chool) Mrs. Schwarzkopf 
Children’s Department, Mrs? A.C. Kreideriit. eee ee Mrs. H. O. Ware 
Primary "Depart enti. cio oc ee ee Mrs. Florence Schiefer 
Americanization Secretary, Mrs. E. BE. Morgan...........0.........---2-----0-- Mrs. Esther Horstman 
Wi WG: Director: fish 2 A Se eh ae ete Mrs. A. Blauvelt 
Teachers. z 
Mrs.-F. As Williams:.22:25.c.23.0. 0 Se ie es ek eee Mrs. Anna Brown 
Mr. Hartwell :Gosney..2t) eee Sie en ie ee Raymond Staley 
Jada gMarwelll ceo icc .e.iisie cel stacsl i cosas MRE Es eee he ie Wm. Kline 
Mrs: Celia’ Thom psoriiye2:i5s.tsc22h-.cipevod: coc fe thee eee Mrs. P. Landon 
Miss. Lottie Mills: ta3.$ cc ae Se dina ae ee rr nei One Sthistce cee ee ee Alta Spade 
AellaNorwald (Howell) cciiscseccccecdae eel ee nee ge eee eee Mrs. Daugherty 
Mrs.°,AV. Fo Smith.2:,, Sa, hv 6 da SEPSIS 0 ie, Se Helen Burnier 
Atty. David Hogg Mr. L. F. Johnson Miss Belle Baxter 
Mrs. S. L. Stover Miss Jean Kincade (Mrs. Mrs. A. Blauvelt 
Mrs. Herbert Ray Zeedyk) f 


Pastor, Rev. John R. Gunn 


ACT FOUR—THE CHALLENGE 
Time—January, 1926. 
Place—The church auditorium. 


Spirit of the Sunday School...024.).... 0c LG Jean Funk 
Childrenscste (eee aes pees Oe SU eee Therman Lees, Wilma Lees, Gail Stover, 
: Carolyn Horton, Jimmy Gunn, Marylin Knight 
Representing the 1923 Personnel: ‘a 
Korsthe Dedcons 28%. 3..6...). Se eee ee Hiram Philley and A. Z. Polhamus 
For, the /Deaconesses...u\. 5.0.0. /.. 2 inl ale er eee Mrs. H. W. Shurtleff | 
Forethe: Trustees: ist. en es Re eee Mr. Orville Amyette 
For-the Woman's Society. i02:2.0.. See ee ee ee Mrs. Chas. Funk | 
For:the: Wi, WGise i ee ee ee ee ee ee Miss Loraine Foster 
Por the B: VooP. ee 2. cc ee Miss Jeanette Lewis 
For:the:CradleyRoWé 5.2.0 Mrs. Ralph Hare 
Labor erent ae 33) ie ee a cee Fred Parsley 
BANENCO? js aise ea ee ane ne eee ee L. F. Johnson 
Spirit: of »Prayere rani. CA8 dials ors bv eee Eileen Croy 
Spiritt ofl Co-operation. snc, cccuaneaenhau noe eee Mary Hemrick 
EPILOGUE 
Time—Tonight. 
Place—The Church Auditorium. 
ROBERT TISDALE \..cisc..5 Acciceltntenc ue alc eats Calvin Stover 


Isaac McCoy, Rev. John R. Gunn, Rey. L. R. Berry 


FINALE—The Entire Cast 


Benediction: 2.2...) c.cecccsdeicosseescennsiakuss SRO ee CO ee ae, The pastor | 
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ONWARD 
1937 ADDITION 


(This addition follows immediately the question asked the audience by 
the Spirit of Progress that closed the 1926 presentation of this pageant. It is 
being given at this time to open the 1837 — 1937 Centennial celebration to 
commemorate the second organization of the church on August 4, 1837 
under the guidance of Elder Robert Tisdale. The 1926 presentation has been 
shortened somewhat to provide time for the additional lines that bring On- 
ward up to date.) 


ADDITION AND FINALE 


Time: March 4, 1937 — exact anniversary date. 
Place: The auditorium of the church. 


}2 curtain opens. 


| | ([TING: (The platform is empty. The SPIRIT of PROGRESS is seen advancing 

) from upper left toward right center. She has neither sword nor book but 
holds in one hand the loosely gathered up loops of the chain previously worn 
by her; it represents the financial depression of the early thirties. The two 
EVIL SPIRITS enter simultaneously from right and left respectively and 
approach her stealthily. When within a few steps of her, she halts them with 
outflung palms.) 


1. PROGRESS: Halt, thou spirits of evil! No longer shall thou chal- 
|} lenge my advance. True, thou hast contested this field with me 
since first we met at this ‘““Glorious Gateway To The West.’’ It was 
in the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and twenty when Isaac 
and Christiana McCoy with dauntless courage and devotion, and 
with untold sacrifice braved the danger and hardships of an un- 

-known wilderness to establish the first school (May 29, 1820) and 
to organize the first church (August 3, 1822) of any faith or creed 
in Fort Wayne. (They enter and stand at lower right center.) 

Then came the dread typhus — and death.! Thou hadst thy 
chance. I was halted on my march for a season. (Addressing the 
audience) Because of the interference of unscrupulous and preda- 
tory white men, the prevalence of typhus fever, the withdrawal of 
financial support by the Baptist Triennial Convention; and last but 
not least, because of a treaty between the United States Govern- 
ment and three Indian tribes, the McCoys were forced to leave 
Fort Wayne.2 

Then in the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
seven, there came another man of God, Elder Robert Tisdale, (He 


iJvenjamin Sears, brother of John Sears, a young minister missionary, refused to leave the field in spite of typhus, and 
lizabeth, young daughter of the McCoys, lie in unmarked graves somewhere near the fort on the banks of the Maumee, 
} oth having succumbed to typhus. 

jpree page 38. 
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3. This inscription was cut in stone across the facade of the Jefferson Street building. 


*The answer to the question asked the Spirit of Progress and which closed the 1926 production is told to the audience for the 
first time. 


enters and stands on the left, opposite the McCoys and in the same} 
relative position.) who bound up the wounds in the hearts of Fort 
Wayne Baptists and organized ‘‘ten determined souls” into @ 
church. The organization thrived, and in due time there arose this 
(spreading her arms) TABERNACLE OF THE PEOPLE.3 | 


Then in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and four- 
teen, came that awful holocaust known as the World War, and the} 
chaotic years that followed (Addressing the two EVIL SPIRITS); 
when you and your co-offender, Fear, arch enemies of church! 
progress, reigned for a season in the hearts of men. The Church} 
suffered because of doubt and fear within, and from criticism] 
without. (The two EVIL SPIRITS step backward a few steps but} 
do not waver in their steady gaze.) 

But there were faithful souls that knew that in 

Thy wake stark madness lay, and that they could 

Not lose their ‘‘Fathers Faith” and live, and with 

GR id ae ae cance eee a new, yet old 

War cry upon their lips, they started on 

Their way with prayer and praise, and love, and song. c| 

(Addressing the audience): “Twas in the year of our Lord,} 

nineteen hundred and twenty-six when again I stood at the door} 
of this glorious old First Church and knocked.* Opportunity) 
opened wide her door and bade me enter. In January, the history} 
of the church was portrayed to its membership at the request of 
Dr. John R. Gunn, (He enters and stands on the left of the Mc-' 
Coys.) He held that when the church became familiar with its} 
glorious history, it would respond to an appeal to support a build-} 
ing campaign. On the following Sunday (January 17, 1926) its 
membership responded as one man. Approximately, the sum of! 
forty-five thousand dollars was raised in pledges and money. The) 
lot on our west had been purchased the previous year (1925) at a) 
cost of thirty thousand dollars. 

Then came the worst financial depression known to history, | 
but through its lean years pledges were redeemed vigorously. The’ 
work started by Dr. Gunn was carried on by Rev. L. R. Berry. (He’ 
enters and stands on the right of ELDER TISDALE.) A fifteen} 
thousand dollar remodeling and redecorating project was at the: 
time necessary, bringing our obligations to more than forty-five} 
thousand dollars. But by the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred | 
and thirty-two the lot was clear, and three years later (1935) the} 
church ‘“‘Owed no man anything but love.” | 

Thou (addressing the two EVIL SPIRITS) aimed to use the } 
depression as a weapon against church progress, but — failed! | 
Mighty thou art and deadly, O Spirits of Evil, but there are might- | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ier than thou! (She casts her chain upon the floor and the two 
EVIL SPIRITS retreat a few steps.) 


(The two EVIL SPIRITS leave, running out upper right.) 


(From the left come the SPIRITS of CHRISTIANITY, FAITH, and 
PRAYER. Simultaneously, from the right come the SPIRITS of the 
CHURCH, SERVICE, FINANCE, and CO-OPERATION. They come in order 
as named and form a slight semi-circle back of the SPIRIT of PROGRESS. 
There should be a space of a few feet between the two groups. 

From the upper left comes the SPIRIT of the SUNDAY SCHOOL. She 
comes down between the two groups and pauses on the left of the SPIRIT of 
PROGRESS. She comes triumphantly, carrying her bricks and with her head 
held high. The two walk side by side to the center front. From each front as 
before come the TINY TOTS with their bricks. They stand holding them, 
facing the audience.) 


5P. PROGRESS (in ringing tones): And tonight, again my banner goes 


Onward with the watchword: (stretching her palms to the audi- 
ence) Onward! ‘“‘Onward Christian Soldiers.”’ 


ONWARD 


1937 FINALE 


(The CHOIR takes up immediately singing “‘Onward Christian Sol- 
diers.”” The entire PERSONNEL comes singing with the CHOIR. The most 
important characters and those with the most striking costumes come first as 
named on the chart. They should spread across the platform, not gathering to 
the center. Care must be taken to arrange them, and some adjustments may 
have to be made. 

On the floor before the platform the ANGELS, CHOIR, if costumed or 
robed; the INDIANS, SEWING BEE, and the OVERFLOW, if any, gather.) 


Benediction: Rev. L. R. Berry. 


‘The curtain closes. 


(See chart on next page.) 


(The chart should be followed as near as possible. Adjustments may 


_ have to be made, but it gives the relative positions.) 
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1937 POSITION CHART 


Right Left 
—O VERFLO W— 
5 5 
1 12 
7 1 Bi il 7 
2 2 
3 P-S 3 
4 4 
11 9 8 8 9 11 
10 M G Ber 10 
10 6 Crereel 
P-§ 


TDN yaa Oa es 


Choir — Angels — Indiana Sewing Bee — Trappers 


Overflow 
— Extras — 
ADDITION 
1. Sp. Church 1. Sp. Christianity 
2. Sp. Service 2. Faith 
3. Finance 3. Sp. Prayer 
4, Sp. Co-operation 4. 
5. 
G. Dr. Gunn B. Rev. Berry 
M. Rev. and Mrs. McCoy T. Elder Tisdale 
P. Sp. Progress S. Sp. Sunday School 
FINALE 

5. France 5. Britania 
6. George Washington 6. Anthony Wayne 
7. Columbia 7. Miss Fort Wayne 
8. Dr. Turner — J. Lykins 8. Ah-pez-zah-quah. Pe-ma-sah-quah 
9. Sp. of ’76 9. Jesuit Father — Indian 
10. Children 10 Children 


11. Honey Bee and son 
12. Loyalty Parade 
13. Revelers 
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11. Revelry — Doubt — Criticism 
12. Loyalty Parade 
13. Recruits 


ONWARD 


AN HISTORICAL PAGEANT 


Written and Directed by Mareem Major and dedicated to Dr. John R. Gunn 
who requested its presentation in 1926. 


Based on the history of the First Baptist Church and presented by 
150 members of the Church and Church School. It marks the anniversary 
of the coming of Isaac McCoy on May 15, 1820, and the first annual Isaac 
McCoy Day and devoted to missions. It covers 126 years of the activity of 
_ the Church. 


| 


Theme song: ‘Faith of Our Fathers.” 
May 12, 1946 


Previous Presentations: 
Friday and Saturday evenings, January 15 and 16, 1926 
Thursday evening, March 4, 1937 
The Model was built by Ernest Morrell 


General Committee 
E. A. Jordan, Orville Amyette, Ralph Hare, Milton 
Johnson, Elsie Reeves Martz 


Assisting Committee 
Eldon Page, Mrs. Robt. Snyaer, Don Myers, A. F. Smith, 
Mrs. Fanny Lepper, Moyne Walker, Don. Anderson, 
Edward Bloom, ‘sertrude Durbin 


Costumes from Methodist Episcopal Church Pageant Dept., Chicago, Il. 


PREFACE 


The history of the First Baptist Church of Fort Wayne, Ind., takes its roots back 
in 1820, and runs hand in hand with the history of Fort Wayne. It seems advisable to 
begin them together, as the Baptists were tne first Protestants on the field. 


Although it was almost impossible for a white man to live in this fever infested 
poumaunity, these early men of God “carried on” until death relieved them of their 
abors. 


The seed of the Baptist faith and Protestantism was planted here in 1820 by the 
Rey. Isaac McCoy and his faithful wife. Their experience comes down to us through 
the years as our divine inheritance, and to arouse a just pride in this heritage, the first 
baptism among the Indians is made much of. An attempt to show from what ro6al fam- 
ily these two Indian women came is also made. 


It is with a broad view of the years since that time, rather than with a long and 
tedious account of data and names that this pageant has taken form. Actual conver- 
sations have been recorded as much as poss'ble, and others formed to bring out the his- 
torical facts. 

In the account of the first baptism, all characters are realities except Ah-mo 
(Honey-Bee), who is only typical. 

Hand in hand with the historical lines runs a spiritual parallel. Opposite good 
influences in the church, its two arch enemies are shown—that of Criticism from with- 
out and Doubts within. With the lines runs a prayer by the entire personnel and 
author that the pageant may inspire a sense of pride in past achievements, and a desire 
in the hearts of us all to move ever Onward. 
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PROGRAM 


Music by the Church Chorus, directed by Elsie Reeves Martz 
Mrs. Edgar D. DeForest at the piano 
PEO) -—2PIANO PYELUGE <ciess.svadodecuecssocatvc.s cdhedeuetons sactca epaeesvaeae seuss coceasceeoeer stews oneness Mrs. DeForest 


Greetin or and ke Pay erie se ceetcseecseens cccosere nce teee rn ssees tears sveveseaseosesenseesearene Dr. L. E. Olson 
(The personnel is listed according to their voice or appearance) 


PROLOGUE—PART ONE: Kekionga. 


Reader (EHLOUSIOUL) at tercccteccsss ter orecsistssarcsseesesstsntceceetteaecanere eect tenearremtmarncmerees Orville Amyette 
|p Sheet eer ne eS oe Oe ee aay CR eee NI Oe Pen TAS era Rhee ty Aen Sty a: Dorotha Ott 
Jesuits Mathericeccsweeee hast hick gens Sep tet sto gee ass Sh eee aso terres ee meena nee Marion Shroyer 
Dra hia rit te tecsagstcecSet oiascasunes sdrcwsocete teedeacnednc’ hugcesach dete cus cedaey Cac aes (cae eee Une Meee aces ee tne Jim Gunn 
God Save: the King "((Sol0) ticc..ccossccsteecesct conncterse voces tte doses tases eee era eee eee Ralph Seifert 
1 3a 2 50k Ue 5 eT Re CE RE ECE Pa Pacey OE CHORE Deco doeccr Alice Polhamus 
George Washing tor +2, /iierel Rar, atest. See, StS ne eerie eee me nearer scene Fred McIntyre 
C70) bua all ey Mipeene peer pepper Reamer reer rere ee eres ana an cc eco coosnscc Mrs. L. E. Olson 
Spiri trot y T6tnss cakeccasen meceodcedccseectarael eUnent eneeaneets Erwin Mueller, Joe Lupton, Jim Stauffer 
Anthony Wayme sien isiecclioisb ects cterscnseetescortewasceartaec: Settenene yecte aie Saar ase ener are Louis Rhoads 


Miss Bort’ W a yin: = csscscccevsec scesvcscacbeagee caeegietaanen ces sacneee seeiceetesie eeeeeeraat eee ete Patricia Shroyer 


PROLOGUE—PART TWO: Early Fort Wayne. 


Time: 1820 Place: Fort Wayne 
Spiritrof Progress: jis. seas. lssctosesascesSecoraee ota STE ann anes nee Hazzel Seifert 
Spirit) of . Dowbt 5. eee cS a ee a ern aE Byron Olson 
Spiriti of Criticism) os.5sses- dees geuecteeet oe tate eet ee eee OTR TS Ine ees oe Walter Ott 
Bugler: (throws owt) 2 kc evsccceks cc ues aerate rend dad sentence a seagie any aoe Jim Stauffer 
Spirit of Christianity ah wis aa kecckt ace hee et eee ee ee ee Anne Shirley 
SPITIt Ofs CHU cg aa eceec. casa eey sees eae aseoces ees Ree te Charlcia Jordan 


EPISODE ONE—SCENE ONE: A Voice of One Crying in the Wilderness. 


Time: May 15, 1820 Place: Inside the Fort-Cabin of Dr. Wm. Turner, 
Indian Agent. 


Drs TUPne rn: Ferree Rhea ea Ee es eG TA ack Lae ae ae ee Milton Johnson 
Ah=pez-zah-quah; wite of «Dr. (Puarnergin icc. cise. es es keen reece eee eee Marie Dunfee 
Pe-me-sah-quah (Rebekah Hackley) her sister ....ccc.ccceesscccssssscccecessccseseaes Sharon Stellar 
Jacks: ANCL pGOM gute cesscstsc: eros ihan) se semterteaces setts. -sscisettecszecs tree ccteceae Feseee eo Gaylord Kurtz 
ANN? FSISCET “COT SACKS: Berges co craesct steeeas eee CEES cc ocd cecaten se cage thei tak cette ny See Clare Shirley 
DS AEF, oyoeracet Sy aoysheet Caeettces Wonk waters acacia etd wa tsay cs saa ee poea cha ae ane SaaS Edward Anderson 
ISAA GeiicCONer a ren Ore: Bo cays atts cua kace thi SRA CER BOR odes eat eee Milton Robinson 
Christianja, his wife Cd. eh erri CO Tt. hdl, Eien eee Alice Amyette 


Their Children: Bruce Gosney, Richard Butler, David Horton, Juliann Myers, Shirley 
Horton, Janet Butler. 


Johnston: Livkens a hteacher seers eek cca rn ee Eldon Page 


Indians, Trappers, Government Employee, etc. ............. Mildred Harrison, Burgin Baity, 
Edith Weaver, Inez Earnest, Evelyn Johnson, Robert Roth, Mabel Bates, Jim 
Gunn, Evelyn Siebold. 


Honey Bee, a progressive young Indian Motner .e..cccccccccscssssscsscccsccssesessccsceece Martha Faddis 
Her son, a lad of twelve 


Curtain 


82 


'BPISODE ONE—PART TWO: The First Protestant Baptism in Fort Wayne. 
Time: June 18, 1821 (or 1820), dates differ). 
Place: On the banks of the Maumee River, about ‘60 yards from the Fort.” 


EEE NCHIN AT RETIN. OLE tHe mS CHOO li zes: cscsesonch ontcdernace cee seceoe tes « stasmaaeeeeesiains sevsvens Robert Jenkins 


(The conversation between the Frenchman and “Doubt” Perish is on record. He is 
thought to have been Chief Richardville.) 
(The hymn sung was composed, it is believed, by Isaac McCoy.) 


ANGEL TABLEAU: Elaine Park, Mary Jane Snyder, Sharon Shroyer, Carolyn Ott, 
Shirley Aughinbaugh, Ruby Lee Horton, Alice Harrison, Mary 
Harrison, Esther Tutwiler. 


OFFERING: 

INTERLUDE: “Faith of Our Fathers” 
EPISODE TWO—tThe Sewing Bee 

| Time: Thursday afternoon, September 26, 1889. 


| Place: Lecture room of the church. 

(The aim of this episode is to bring out historical data by the conversation of the 
} women, to sound a note of pride in past achievements, and one of inspiration for the 
present. The center of the conversation is the laying of the corner stone on the coming 
Sunday, September 29, 1889.) 


1889 Officers: 

President: Mrs. E. W. Lewis cesses A MANZO. Fb iy ha tereeoch ve NNT Ruth Eggimann 
Come Slden Eom MES whl @OAMMLIS apt vcedee le ausceets hececaanes «wleesanes Piecastetenmeeees Maude Ann Lepper 
BPERCL AT pI ES Ae OA VOLE, .scssae cst cancers sovsopeceressrbaese 2h 9 bay Veen I BOR Margaret Gage 
Bre Touine rem VES om CeO GS CV ees escssacto toes cat operon aia (cess veseatok obec ene suneo ee conse Eva Belle Walker 
Mrs. Wm. Carter eo ee eens Baie eiestecn geen ingesting Kathryn McDonald 
Dene MM GITN omnes OL COT Mc eects Screreseeter cee sincea tae cavetetreegttvss irs mudevenctes int ésases tase écs oa Gertrude Durbin 
irs. A. Z, Polhamus sreeesecsssesen due tO Pind tg Carol Polhamus 


eras me CePA) LETTS OIA Me Meee aetna sacs coe vieny Seomaind he nsec sag onatines oq nemcs soastvsbabebestan ies Gwen Shroyer 
Mrs. S. F. Bowser WinssssnZ... BEG retary Be 5 book eee eee T1198 t Eva Johnson 
LEAS, INEMB DE Tau TSM eres i oe 8 aaa eee ene ta eeinge tere en ak 8 Ge ee ee ere Jetty Culp 
Bice Sams OF) TUM DAL we .ceceo.scosceessseesecece seers Cat Ode eee se Winifred Daughtry 
Misrerlr COT SEMELUIMPNVEY  .s..0cccceesectcseveeceeacceesneres er ane ec ee Neer Ty RE se Sore eer Edna Cox 
PA SeeetvO DETtARENT LOW! .eteseececstiwctesatcrcosavsasuaceonss 1874 PBs sob SOL LR oe Deen Ruth Funk 
area, (Cs INR) 2h ad OE ad SAR Beit hm te Aa R AS BA Be eR Le od em, Margaret Roth 
SPR LCD CTIA Se NOFUI EOP Me cek aces saete ce tene oan heaw uneak EEA OS Delphia Conklin 
ister mB E OMNI CET. OULD ha ores tae bolo ce rire es aoc Seutcaeane casks SOB nas nic eeashivoneveaes ues ton oaiedeatonse Cora Polhamus 


INTERLUDE: The First World War. 


BUG TOSS NUDSCSH. tte foto sea aeretco esa Sette sed ee vena Mary Ann Shroyer, Carolyn Horton 
EY Ae tee Pt oe eee Pit Pa ee NCEE EL A Mens ce casa reuse ene to eesesaetigeseay Sigea sy eeos Tos Jim Stauffer 


kKGold Stars read before 'Taps', 


EPISODE THREE—SCENE ONE: Revelry. 
Time’ Tuesday Evening, Spring of 1923. Place: Most Anywhere. 
Depicting the chaotic condition of society after wars. 


POUL PEVCC TITUS oteseccsos vanete seas sckeves. backs. Sylvia Polhamus, Charlene Forker, Dorothy Norton 
MUR ARE RIEL ECE CL ICG we. cprascigivsssecanahecsiencisiayaawvaescoraneces Bonnie Spade, Shirley Roy, Harriett Hare 
Masqueraders and Revelers: Catherine Ainslie, Richard Butler, Wanda Waterson, .Juli- 
ann Myers, Janet Butler, Carolyn Horton, Mary Ann 

royer, David Horton. 


h 
* George Speck Ee Waiter Hibbins - Arnold Speck 
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REVEILY a25teccescesccssissesnestestsnedueceanseyaicecayeds toons cod dnaus ap Wanee ay ¢is> tnt aeherseah ap eater fats aas eae Jim Polhamus 
DOE ko aE enn een IER Se ONE eRe oe er NE BAL. Aaxcrna ode nace corpo) seein Jone Fuller 


EPISODE THREE—SCENE TWO: The Opening “Gunn” in a Building Campaign. 
Time: Later, the same evening. 


Place: At a Church School Conference at the church. 


Principals: 
Dr, John Re (Gunn, Pastor yeasts: te cn ees yentsaacateantene teateeaeanel tee Ray Sanderson 
Church School Superintendent, R. H. Mauk ........cccseseesssceseeseeeseee Paul Landon 
Al WiaBerteux +: SCCheLALY ocecs:cessesessupactnrcetecs ssh cascrenaee ec oneargecesteae pean Gaylord Kurtz 


1923 Conference members still members of the church: Mr. and Mrs. S. L. Stover, 
L. F. Johnson, David Hogg, Miss Belle Baxter, Irene Johnson Balz, Zella Norwald 
Howel, Mrs. H. A. Ray, Carol Stover Polhamus, Florence Schiefer, Mrs. A. C. 
Kreider, Mareem Major, Mr. and Mrs. ?aul Landon. 


Other 1923 Personnel: Solon Lenfasty, Miss Lottie Mills, Hartwell Gosney, Mrs. Wil- 
liam Carter, Mrs. A. F. (Theresa) Smith, Mrs. E, E. Morgan, J. J. Farwell, Roscoe 
Coburn, Asst. Secretary, Mrs. A. A. Blauvelt, Mrs. Celia Thompson, and A. C. 
Polhamus, Asst. Supt. 


Others substituting: From the present Church School Conference. 


ACT FOUR: The Challenge of 1926. 
Time: January 15 and 16, 1926. Place: Church Auditorium 


Principals Spirit of the Sunday Schools saccscrsascuesaretecsameecrssreracaesnenwenerees Ila Mae Olson 
CHILDREN: Nancy Lee More, Sharon Jean More, Margo Roth, David Myers, Michael 
Schwanz, Charles Morrell, Jr. 


Representing the 1926 Personnel: 


Deacons AEP TSS EE PE Ey FE Hiram Philley, Ralph Hare 
Deaconeuyy-RA&CORARRG SG. em iecunteee el entre ates ee Mrs. Paul Landon 
TYESECES HA reap espero Na a teas chica cS sditlgw Taste Censuses Woe aeee ERR age PROT Une ee David Hogg 
Superirvitendent inane yivviceis oscccodusesvoen soote tance Mneeerpecsaecaans ois seaceyescss cess see Edward Jordan 
Presi (Woman's SOciet Virssiesccccout d coueice scooscccamesgue hte aivone Svace sok Cavonnac tus tet easneegusc Afton Jordan 
Moun gw P eo ples cast tsa toteid chore od tinted eee eee eco tae tana a ee Betty Reed 
Superintendent? Ghureh | School: waseewcoedyecrevadeeoeeear es eee cee Ce tees ee Harland Smith 
CradlerPR olen oer, 5 cadpcrshcsesdusvd dave vested eaten ee Leola Myers 
SPIvitrOhAS er vices: cr ttisase soack adatescersescitssh eee mike Reet ee Edward Bloom 
Spirit "ott Prayer hyestemiesaoecse Soares aes aaa coe ae IE nrc Evelyn Lees 
Spiritwot" Coro peratiune aes eae ee en ee ee ee Wilma Lees 
EPILOGUE: The Burning of a $35,500.00 Note 
Time: Sunday, March 8, 1946 
Place: Church Auditorum 
PASUOY iscsted sence eet oe ee te Oa ene et net se rey eet ee ee Dr, L. E. Olson 
TYCASULED Tah. cri sine sks RecN RE ER, eee ieee acct ee etek ae ens en L. F. Johnson 
Biman cette eee hee oy Wane it meee eee en eo dt ok Bate an ni ee E. A. Jordan 
Chis TruStees ic etecccetds acti rsine sks eRe eta RU Cachet tod nk SRO Je, ee 0 David Hogg 
Ch. Deacon’ Boakd eric avi ciate Ue ED ert | 200 2 ee Ralph Hare 
FINALE:— 
“Onward Christian Soldiers” : 
BENEDICTION 
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ONWARD 


1946 ADDITION 


(This addition takes up where the 1926 pageant ended, ignoring the 
1937 version, a part of which is embodied in the introduction to this addi- 
tion. It covers briefly the 1937 time period, and up to and including March 3, 
1946. It follows immediately the question asked the audience by the SPIRIT 
of PROGRESS that closed the 1926 pageant. See page 61. 

ONWARD is presented at this time at the request of the pastor to mark 
our first annual Home Mission Sunday in honor of Isaac McCoy, the first 
appointed missionary to the Indians,* and Christiana McCoy, his co-worker. 
Its aim is to create a keener appreciation of Home Missions education in our 
church, and to stimulate enthusiasm for the building drive now in progress.) 


Time: March 38, 1946. 
Place: The auditorium of the church. 


The curtain opens. 


(The platform is empty except for a low stand or table down center. 
The SPIRIT of PROGRESS is seen approaching from upper left toward right 
center. She has neither sword nor book and holds in one hand the loosely 
gathered up loops of the chain previously worn by her. It represents the 
financial depression of the early thirties. The two EVIL SPIRITS enter simul- 
taneously from right and left respectively and approach the SPIRIT of PROG- 
RESS stealthily. When within a few steps of her, she halts them with outflung 
palms.) 


SP. PROGRESS: Halt, thou Spirits of Evil! No longer shall thou chal- 
lenge my advance. True, thou hast contested this field with me 
since first we met at this ‘‘Glorious Gateway to the West.” It was 
the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and twenty when Isaac 
and Christiana McCoy with dauntless courage and devotion, and 
with untold sacrifice braved the danger and hardships of an un- 
known wilderness to establish the first school (May 29, 1820) and 
to organize the first church (August 3, 1822) of any faith or creed 
in Fort Wayne. 

From that time to the present, a span of one hundred and 
twenty-six years (1820-1946) thou hast aimed to block my ad- 
vance, and have succeeded for short periods, but on the whole, 
thou hast failed. There arose in due time (spreading her arms) this 
“TABERNACLE OF THE PEOPLE.” (See note page 90.) 

Then in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and fourteen 
came that awful holocaust known as the World War, and the 
chaotic years that followed, when thou and thy co-offender, Fear, 
*The third Sunday of May of each successive year was set apart by the board of deacons and ratified by the church body as 
Founder’s Day in 1946. Notice of the action appeared in successive church bulletins and historical reports. See historical 


‘report for 1946. For McCoy’s appointment see Rufus Babcock in Sprague’s Annals of American Baptist Pulpit. Vol. VI, and 
| McCoy’s History of Baptist Indian Missions, p. 43. 
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arch enemies of church progress, reigned for a season in the hearts) 
of men. The church suffered because of doubt and fear within: 
and from criticism without. 


(The two EVIL SPIRITS step backward a few steps but do not waver in 
their steady gaze.) 


But there were faithful ones that knew that in 
Thy wake stark madness lay, and that they could 
Not lose their ‘“‘Fathers Faith,” and live... 


(Addressing the audience) It was the year of our Lord, 
nineteen hundred and twenty-six when again I stood at the door) 
of this glorious old First Church and knocked. Opportunity’ 
opened wide her door and bade me enter. In January the history) 
of the church was portrayed by one hundred and fifty of its! 
membership at the request of the pastor, Dr. John R. Gunn. : 

He held that when the church became familiar with its glori-| 
ous history, it would respond loyally to an appeal to support a} 
building campaign. The following Sunday (January 17, 1926) the) 
church membership responded as one man. Approximately, the | 
sum of forty-five thousand dollars was raised in pledges and 
money. | 

The lot on our west had been purchased the previous year at} 
a cost of thirty thousand dollars. Then came the worst fintnciall 
depression known to history, but through its lean years, pledges’ 
were redeemed vigorously. The work started by Dr. Gunn was’ 
carried on by Rev. L. R. Berry. A fifteen thousand dollar remodel-| 
ing and redecorating project was at the time deemed necessary, | 
bringing our obligations to more than forty-five thousand dollars, 
but by the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and thirty-two, the' 
lot was clear, and three years later (1935) the church ‘‘Owed no} 
man anything but love.”’ 

Thou (addressing the two EVIL SPIRITS) aimed to use the} 
depression as a weapon against church progress — but failed! | 
Mighty thou art and deadly, O Spirits of Evil, but there are might- | 
ier than thou. (She casts the chain upon the floor, and the two 
offenders leave, running stealthily out right.) 


(New pageant material begins at this point.) 
frightful World War, the Rev. L. E. Olson* was called to the pas-/ 
torate of the church, and one year later on the third day of March, 
in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and forty-six: 

(Action as of March 3, 1946.) 


*Dr. Olson at the time was Rev. Olson. See page 125. 
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(DR. OLSON, promptly on the cue ‘forty-six’ mounts the platform, 
bearing a tray, from the left (east) and stands at a small table down center. 
From the right (west aisle) four men mount the platform and stand in a line 
along the front, facing Dr. Olson as they did when the note was burned. They 
come as named: RALPH HARE, ATTY. DAVID HOGG, EDWARD A. 
JORDAN and L. F. JOHNSON.) 


. JOHNSON (on extreme right): “On June first, 1943, the church 


negotiated for the purchase of the two lots on the northeast cor- 
ner of Wayne and Ewing Streets, agreeing to pay the sum of thir- 
ty-five thousand dollars for the property when the abstracts were 
delivered. 

“The church had on hand at that time, ten thousand, three 
hundred and eighty-two dollars and sixty cents, cash value of War 
Saving Bonds and other security. This was applied on the notes, 
leaving a balance of twenty-three thousand, six hundred and seven- 
teen dollars and forty cents to be raised. (To MR. JORDAN on his 
left) Through your efforts as chairman of the Finance Committee, 
Mr. Jordan, this money was raised, and on February 25, 1946, the 
last thousand dollars were paid to the bank, and the cancelled 
notes were turned over to the church.”’ (He hands the note to Mr. 
Jordan.) 


. JORDAN: To all members of the church is due the credit for this 


paid up note we are burning today, March 3, 1946. You folk have 
done a commendable piece of work by bringing in over twenty- 
five thousand dollars in less than eight months. 

It is with great pleasure, Mr. Hogg, that I present you this 
note marked, “Paid in full.” We all look to you now for a continu- 
ance of your fine leadership as chairman of the new Building 
Committee. May its plans progress rapidly so that wecan occupy 


_ our new church home at the earliest possible time.”’ (He hands the 


note to Atty. Hogg.) 


'kTTY. HOGG: ‘Our church has, within the past year, selected, bought 


and paid for what most of us believe to be the best location for a 
church outside the Pearly Gates (unless in Wisconsin)* in our city. 

“The gifts which you have made shall stand as a monument, 
not alone to your generosity, but to your belief in Christ. The 
beautiful Colonial building that we shall erect will be a center for 
His service. With it and from it, the members of our church can 
extend His kingdom to all the Peoples of the earth. 

*“As chairman of the Board of Trustees, and of the Building 
Committee, I represent each person on the board, and committee 


when I say that it is to the leadership of Dr. Olson, and to the 


unstinted support rendered by everyone of the church that has 
made possible this happy hour.”’ (He hands the note to Mr. Hare.) 


*The parenthetical remark was a bit of good natured witicism aimed at Dr. Olson who hailed from Wisconsin. 
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MR. HARE: “The deacons are interested in the spiritual welfare of the 


DR. 


The bugle call 


A drum call. 


SP. PROGRESS (in clarion tones): And again at this place of vision and| 


members of the church. They are also interested in the people of 
Fort Wayne and throughout the world. We rejoice this morning in) 
the burning of this note as the passing by of the first milestone) 
toward the building program to which we have committed our- 
selves. It is our sincere hope that in the near future we shall be) 


| 


able to erect a fine new building dedicated to the service of God in 
the heart of this great city of Fort Wayne.” (He places the substi- 


i 
| 
" 


tute note on the tray held by Dr. Olson.) ; 


| 
OLSON (attaching a flame to the note): “I hope that four years} 
from today we shall be burning the mortgage on our new church.” 


(As the flame dies a bugle call is heard. The four churchmen spread’ 4 


right and left across the platform and toward the rear forming a background, 
for the following activity.) 


(From the right and left come in pairs as indicated on the position chart 
the SPIRITS of: CHRISTIANITY and the CHURCH, PRAYER, and FAITH,} 
SERVICE and CO-OPERATION. They form a slight semi-circle back of the 
SPIRIT of PROGRESS. 

From the right come ISAAC and CHRISTIANA McCOY. They stand) 
down right center in semi-profile to the left. They are joined by DR. GUNN| 
who stands on their right in the same relative position. | 

Simultaneously from the left come the REV. JOHN CALVIN McCOY 
and REV. BERRY. They stand in the same relative positions as the three| 
down right center.) | 


(From the upper left come the SPIRIT of the SUNDAY SCHOOL. She 
walks triumphantly bearing a lighted model of a Colonial church building. 
She comes down the center lane and as she comes abreast with the SPIRIT oj 
PROGRESS they come down center side by side. The SPIRIT of the SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL places the model church on the stand and steps to its left and) 
the SPIRIT of PROGRESS stands on its right. 

With the entrance of the SPIRIT of the SUNDAY SCHOOL come the 
TINY TOTS up the right and left steps with their bricks. They line along the 
footlights and either stand or sit, but do not build.) 


promise, this glorious old First Church, I stand and knock. May 
Opportunity continue to open her doors and bid me enter. In this| 
year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and forty-six, I cry unto you:| 
(raising her palms to the audience) Onward! “Onward, Onward) 
Christian Soldiers!” 
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(The CHOIR immediately sings: ‘Onward Christian Soldiers.’’ The 
entire PERSONNEL, including the CHOIR if costumed or robed, come and 
take places as indicated on the position chart. 

All carry their flags, lighted flashlights, and other such properties. The 
ANGELS carry their trumpets against their breasts, flares upward and to the 
left. Men wearing costume hats carry them against their chests by their right 
hands. Wear the costume last worn if a change was made. 

Enter as shown as the chart. No one precedes the individual or individ- 
uals named before him, but he does not wait until they are in place. Stand as 
nearly as possible on the spot assigned you and avoid crowding to the center. 
Be alert and prompt — and sing! ) 


he benediction: Dr. Olson. 


‘he curtain closes. 


VOTE: Rev. John Calvin McCoy, a great grandson of Isaac McCoy, and the speaker 
of the morning joined Dr. Olson on the platform. Dr. Gunn and Rev. Berry 
were unable to be present, but sent letters of congratulation. 


1946 POSITION CHART 


Keep a V-shaped lane down through the center of the 
platform for the action of the SPIRITS of PROGRESS, and SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL. 


Right Left 


—Overflow 11 Overflow— 


Gos MOM. 4 sO M B 


7 Tiny 44° Tots 7 
12 12 


Sewing Bee — Angels — Choir — Indians — Trappers 
—Overflow — —Overflow — 
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Right: 

S.P. Sp. Progress 
x-a. L: F. Johnson 
x-b. E.A. Jordan 


M.M. Rev. and Mrs. McCoy 


G. Dr. Gunn 


Left: 

O. Dr. Olson 

x-a. Ralph Hare 

x-b. Atty. Dave Hogg 


Enter in pairs — right and left as indicated 


1. Sp. 

2.8 

3. Sp. Service 
4. Sp. Progress 
) 


FINALE: 


5. Britannia 

6. Columbia 

7. George Washington 

8. Jesuit Father — Indian 
9. Sp. of 76 

10. Dr. Turner 

11. Children 

12. Recruits 


. Sp. Church 

. Sp. Faith 

. Sp. Co-operation 
. Sp. Co-operation 


em CO bd Fe 


. France 

. Miss Fort Wayne 

. Anthony Wayne 

. Honey Bee and son 


ono o 


9. Revelry — Two Evil Spirits 
10. Pe-me-sah-quah — Ah-pez-zah-quah 


11. Children 
13. Recruits 
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GOODBYE 
(As finished) 


The following lines were written at the request of the pastor, Dr. 
_L. E. Olson, and read by the author from the balcony of the sanctuary 
immediately before the membership took final leave of the West Jeffer- 
son Street building on Sunday evening, December 28, 1947. At the 
conclusion of the reading, as pre-arranged by the pastor, the congrega- 


tion silently left the building. 


The next Sunday morning, January 4, 1948, the church met in its 


rented quarters in Purdue University Center on East Jefferson Street. 


The years have come and gone, dear Church 
While you have stood — that man might see 
A beacon in his spirit’s night, 

A haven in its adversity. 


Within your walls so warm and wide, 
We’ve known the peace of sins forgiven — 
We left them at God’s mercy seat, 

Within our hearts a glimpse of Heaven; 


We, from the pulpit, have been taught 
Without alloy the Scripture’s gold, 
And for our children, too, the way 
Of life eternal has been told; 


We, buried with Christ in baptism 
Beneath the symbolizing wave, 
Arose to life anew, as He 

Arose, triumphant from the grave. 


And by ‘“‘The tie that binds,”’ we’ve met 
Around the hushed memorial board 

Of broken bread and sacred cup, 

In memory of Christ, our Lord; 


We’ve walked the slow and measured tread 
That lead us to a loved one’s bier; 

Our hearts have throbbed at marriage vows 
That brought a swift and blissful tear ; 


The friendships we have formed will live 
Till time for us will be no more, 

And we clasp hands again with friends 
When meeting on that golden shore; 
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While we shall cherish memories 

Of you, dear Church, and keep in view 
The blessings you have held for us, 
We’ll vision the spires of the new. 


To you, dear Church, we bid farewell; 

We will not yield to doubts nor sorrow, 
But breathing a prayer within your warmth 
We leave, to face with God — tomorrow. 


THE STONE REJECTED 


So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners but are fellow’ 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built) 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ himself being 


the chief cornerstone . 
—Ephesians 2: 19-20 


Jesus said unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, (Psalms 
118: 22) the stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the 


head of the corner ....? 
—Matthew 21: 42, 
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OUR CORNERSTONE 
(Dedicated to the memory of Isaac and Christiana McCoy )* 


In eighteen twenty, May fifteen, 

A cornerstone was laid; 

‘Twas not of mortar, brick or-stone, 
Or of costly marble made. 


This cornerstone was a faith in God 
That lived in humble hearts 

And filled them, till they overflowed 
As a tear from an eyelid starts, 


Or as dew that gently kisses the parched 
And thirsty earth anew, 

Or a soft cool breeze that sooths, and gives 
Relief as zephers do. 


And from this cornerstone of faith 
There shone a holy light 

That found the Red Man’s savage breast 
And banished his hopeless night 


And taught him how to live: to toil, 
To farm, to spin, to pray, 

To harvest grain, to build a house, 
And in it learn to stay. 


And of this cornerstone was born, 

As at the Pentecost, 

A church of Christ that bound as one: 
Whites, Reds, and Black — the lost 


Who looked to God with new born faith, 
For hope, for love, for life 

Beyond the blue and starlit skies, 

Apart from carnal strife. 


This cornerstone we view today 
In retrospect alone, 

_As on this hallowed ground we meet 
To lay a cornerstone. 


*May 15, 1820-1950. 
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What shall our cornerstone contain: 
A List of Membership; 

A Bible; By-Laws; Documents: 
Newspapers; Manuscript? 


Aye, place within its sculptured walls 
These fine and worthy things, 
Forgetting not a better list 

That give the spirit wings. 


We pray our cornerstone of faith 
May hold a fount of love 

For all mankind; a zeal to share 
Our hope of Heaven above; 


An eagerness to stretch our hands 
To lost ones at our side, 

To brighten the corner where we are, 
And then — the whole world wide; 


To know and give the Book of Books, 
Its message old, yet new, 

That shines into a darkened soul 

And leads the seeker to: 


The Stone rejected that became 

The cornerstone whereby 

A temple was fashioned not with hands: 
A building in the sky. 
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HIRAM A. PHILLEY 


Brother Philley, as he was affectionately known, held an unique 
position in the church. He enjoyed the distinction of being its one and 
only member to have had a personal contact with the three buildings it 
has possessed to the present time. 

He remembered the day, Sunday, August 16, 1868, when as a lad 
of ten years, he was one of the congregation who marched from the 
southwest corner of Berry and Clinton Streets — the second site of our 
first building — to our second edifice located on West Jefferson Street. 

For over seventy-nine years to the night its membership bade it 
farewell on Sunday evening, December 28, 1947, this building had been 
his church home. 

On January 23, 1949, he assisted in turning over the first spadeful 
of earth in the groundbreaking ceremony for the erection of our pres- 
ent and third church building on Fairfield Avenue. 

He was the last of a now extinct ordained deaconry and repre- 
sented himself in the presentation of the church historical pageant of 
1926, 1937 and 1946, an unique and enviable achievement. 

He was a beloved and honored example of Christian fidelity and 
service and especially so to children who loved him. They will always 
remember how he taught them by object lessons, the Word of Life. 

He did not, as he desired, see the completion of our new church 
structure, for on Saturday evening, March 5, 1949, at the age of nine- 
ty-one, he was suddenly called home to “‘ .. . . dwell in the house of the 
Lord, forever.” 
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permission to include them in this work. | 
Dr. L. E. Olson had 500 folders, of four songs each, struck for) 
congregational singing, and they were so used. Unfortunately, they | 
were lost in storage. : 
Through the courtesy of Mrs. J. C. McCoy enough copies were 
obtained for preservation here. | 
The songs are entitled: 
A Paradise To Gain 
Bread And Wine 
Merry Christmas and 
Upward Bound 
“A Paradise To Gain”’ is dedicated to the Presbytery of Cincinnati, | 
Ohio, and to our church. See copy of same. 
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A Paradise to Gain 


JOHN CALVIN MeCOY DENZLE H. STONE 


1A wil - der-ness to con-quer, A par - & - dise to gain, 
2. With neigh-bor help-ing neigh-bor, The fel -low- ship be-came 
3. Up = on that ho- ly al- tar We pledge to God a = new 


i Loan Eee (ates ee 
Mn - Baw Ry Be ho 
Be : 


Our fa-thers came in barg-es, They came by wag-on train, 
& >broth-er-hood of church-es To share that al-tar's flame; 
Our lives and sac - red hon - or His will to seek and do; 


() 
\ IT Lg A SEE Ee Se > VL ER RE EE I ee 
9) ES SY) LAVOE! DE SA OS Se EO ey eee 
Ci Ca aR SS Be a. al Pee? ee eee 
NP SSS Ga Se 2 2 JE 22s peer 


With axe and gun and Bi - ble, With plow to obreek tne sod, 

Their proud-ly lift-ed tur-rets Com-—-mand-ing all the hills, 

And may our child-ren'’s child-ren Their fa-thers’® faith re-tsix, 
eo 


(} . 

ie 4 Sd Ge Sa EAR, VE ES ee enact 
ow. ew JESS ly" DR ee ee a BE ee ee ee ee ae a 
moter eG EE BS Mba hes) Dee eee eee 5 —— 2 fo o> BB 
CN 2 a ee UO St. Ps 2 PG a. ee P=: 


And here they prompt-ly build-ed An al-tar un-to God. 
Their mis-sions in the ba - sin As-suag-ing hu-men ills. 
Who dered to come in barg-es A par-a-dise to gain. 


For the Presbytery of Cincinnati and the First Baptist Church of Fort Wayne 
—the latter in memory of Isaac McCoy, Missionary Statesman 1784-1846. 
Copyright, 1945, dy D. H. Stone 
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Bread and Wine 


DENZLE H. STONE 
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JOHN CALVIN McCOY 


crim-son wine That throbbed through ar-ter- 


of 


sor-row 


and 


From pain 


ble, Lord, we sup 
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the cup, 
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soil 


From sweat and 
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To have some 


be 


Copyright, 1945, by D. H. Stone 
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Merry Christmas! 


JOHN CALVIN MeCOY : : DENZLE H, STONE 
SSS tteagas 


1. Mer - ry Christ-mas! now we say, Mer - ry Christemas, bright and gay! 
2. Mer - ry Christ-mas! May it bring Can. - dy canes and car - ol - ling, 
5. Mer - ry Christ-mas, 


bright and All dear friends,end stfang-ers too, 


new, 


Christ the Lord was born this day. le - lu - ia! 
Dol - lies, drums, 'nd eve - ry - thing. Al - - le - lu - ia! 


Poor, the lone - ly—all of you: Al - - le - lu - ia! 


Lift your hearts and dry your tears, Cast e - side your cares and fears; 
Hang your stock-ings, trim the tree, Light the can - dles, let them be 


On this day of match-less worth, Day that marks the Sav-iour's birth, 


Bright with prom-ise are the years. Al - - le - lu - ia! 


Glow - ing greet-ings all can see, Al - - le = lu - ia! 
Mer - ry Christ-mas! Peace on earth! Al - - le - lu - ia! 


Copyright, 1945, by D..H. Stone. 
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Upward Bound 


JOHN CALVIN McCOY DENZLE H. STONE 


1. Climb up the hill from out the dark - some vel - ley, 
26 Toit up the hill —— the hill so steep and ston - y, 
3. March up the hid. ye Le - gions of the King =- dom! 


Come where the sun is shin - ing bright and clear; 
Marked by the feet of Christ who went be - fore; 
All bar - ri - cades sur - mount and sins sub - due; 


and 
Lift up your cross, and bear it like a ban - ner, 


Lift up your heads, for you were meent to con - quer 


this green earth and fair when God is near, 
Re =- mem- ber - ing the one the Sav - jour bore, 
A - long with Christ, and Christ will see you through. A - MEN, 


Copyright, 1945, by D. H. Stone. 
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JOHN CALVIN McCOY III 


The Rev. John Calvin McCoy, great-grandson of Isaac McCoy, 
foccupied our pulpit for the first time Sunday, October 15, 1944. He 
fwas, at the time, pastor of the Lebanon, Ohio, Presbyterian Church. He 
was accompanied by his wife, Ethel. 

They were again our guests on Sunday, May 12, 1946. The Rev. 
Mr. McCoy was the speaker for the morning, and in the evening he 
jappeared with our pastor, Dr. Olson, in our historical pageant, ‘‘On- 
jward.”’ The day marked our first annual Sunday in the interests of 
iHome Missions. 
In the meantime the Rev. Mr. McCoy accepted a call from the 
|Salem Presbyterian Church of Cincinnati, Ohio, beginning on Sunday, 
| October 12, 1947. 
Their final visit with us was on Sunday, May 18, 1947, for our 
! second Home Mission Sunday and in honor of Isaac McCoy, the found- 
jer of the first Christian Communion in Fort Wayne. The Rev. J. C. 
| McCoy was the speaker for the morning and Dr. Coe Hayne, past histor- 
ical chronicler for the American Baptist Home Mission Society, spoke 
in the evening. 

The Rev. Mr. McCoy died quite suddenly of a heart attack in his 
study on October 27, 1948. 

To him we owe our only authentic likeness of Isaac McCoy; it 
hangs in the narthex of the church. It was photographed from a full 
length original done by the famous portrait painter, Matthew Jouett of 
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Kentucky. The Rev. Mr. McCoy was unable to obtain the original for us} 
since it had become a connoisseur’s item and therefore valuable and not! 
for sale. 
The Rev. Mr. McCoy was not only a devoted minister and pastor, iii 
but a poet and song writer as well, writing for the Cincinnati Presby-§s 
tery. For it and our church he wrote ‘“‘A Paradise To Gain,”’ which with 
three others was struck for congregational singing. 

His death was keenly felt by his many friends in Fort Wayne. His’ 
widow and family attended our dedication services January 8, 1950. 


Isaac McCoy 


STEPS TO THE TEMPLE 
(In brief ) 
Written by Mareem Major 
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From the dedication booklet of January 8, 1950 — Revised 


The first church of any faith or creed in Fort Wayne was the 
osaptist Church organized August 3, 1822, by the Rev. Isaac McCoy, 
\iaissionary to the Indians. 

ith Rev. and Christiana McCoy with six of their eight children, John- 
jton Lykins as teacher, a hired Indian, and a quantity of livestock 
iiirrived at Fort Wayne May 15, 1820, from Fort Benjamin Harrison. 
(hey were given quarters in the evacuated fort by Dr. Wm. Turner, 
Jnited States Indian Agent. There on May 29, 1820, the McCoys estab- 
lished the first school of any nature in Fort Wayne. 

| The recipient of the first Protestant baptism in Fort Wayne and all 
Ihe surrounding Middlewest was Pe-me-sah-quah (Rebekeh or Mrs. Wm. 
ackley) on June 18, 1820. Her sister, Ah-pez-zah-quah (Ann or Mrs. 
Vm. Turner) was baptized July 8, 1821 and became a charter member 
pf the church-to-be. These sisters were granddaughters of Chief Little 
urtle. 

The great passion of Isaac McCoy’s life was the colonization of the 
Indians which he accomplished. An Indian territory (now Kansas) was 
through his efforts — his many hazardous journeys to Washington on 
horseback in winter time when Congress was in session, that the terri- 
}ory was ceded to the Indians ‘“‘as long as grass grows and water runs.”’ 
A second organization took place March 4, 1837, aided by Elder 
Robt. Tisdale whom “ten determined souls’”’ obtained for the occasion 
jnd who remained with the church for a short time. They were pas- 
jored at times by the Elders: Tisdale, French, and Moore. 

| It is not known if any of the 1822 membership belonged to the 
L837 organization. Our first record book (A) is recorded as having been 
lost. The 1837 organization met in the McJunkin Schoolhouse, (record 
loook B, page 25), the courthouse and private homes. 

: The first and briefest church home of Baptists was in the fort 
pecre the church was conceived. Their first building was erected on 
Clay Hill on a lot donated by the Hon. Samuel Hanna. 

|A revision: 

The location of our first building as given in a paper (on file) read 
by Mrs. Robt. Renfrew in October, 1917, was the northeast corner of 
Lafayette and Jefferson Streets. It is the only record available since our 
records say only ‘‘on Clay Hill.’’ This location is incorrect as checked 
by the Recorder’s Office in 1958. The location was lot 83 of the Hanna 
Edition and is now 514 East Washington Street. (Recorder’s Office, 
book E, page 324.) The lot was later, for legal reasons, ‘‘sold’’ to the 
Baptists for ‘“‘a consideration of five dollars.’’ The deed is dated March 
18, 1844, and was recorded on April 18, following. 

A building was erected under the pastorate of Elder Wm. Gilder- 
sleve in 1841 and 1842 and the first recorded meeting in the little 
church was on June 18, 1842. (Record book B, page 25.) 

A new brick structure was erected in 1867 under the pastorate of 
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Elder G. L. Stevens ‘‘away out on Jefferson Street,’’ now 228 Wes‘ 
Jefferson. It was built at an approximate cost of $25,917.49. Its style 
was Gothic in a modest way, but Gothic, nevertheless. 
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dred dollars were thus raised as a “‘nest egg’’ toward a new building. a 
In 1925 the lot on our immediate west was purchased at a cost of} 
$30,000. On the evenings of January 15 and 16, 1926, the church was| 
challenged to raise that amount, and on the following Sunday, January 
17, approximately $45,000 was raised in money and pledges. | 
Actual building was by church action dependent upon a certain 
amount being had in cash. Then in 1929 came a crash in the stockmar-| 
ket and consequently, building was not at the time possible. However 
redecorating and some remodeling was a must and thus $15,000 was: 
added to the amount to be raised. | 
But through the worst financial depression known to history, the] | 
lot was clear by 1982, and by the close of 1935, the church “Owed no} 
man anything but love.”’ 
But the depression was still with us and in its wake came World| 
War Two and the ration years that followed. That, too, passed and we 
dared again to hope and plan. ia 
Rev. L. R. Berry, who succeeded Dr. Gunn resigned in April of | 
1944 and the (then) Rev. L. E. Olson became pastor of the church in | 
March of 1945. | 
A lot was purchased on the northeast corner of Wayne and Ewing } 
Streets in July of 1945 for $35,000. The West Jefferson Street property 
was sold for $75,000 in August of 1946 with an occupancy right of 
eighteen months. | 
Then came government restrictions on materials and manpower | 
and at the end of our days of grace in the Jefferson Street building —] 
minus a month — we took rented quarters in Purdue University Center | 
on Kast Jefferson Street on Sunday morning, January 4, 1948, and : 
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In the meantime because of a growing consciousness that the West 
Nayne Street lot was inadequate because of parking conjestion in that 
jarea, another and larger one was purchased at 2323 Fairfield Avenue 
uly 16, 1948, for $25,000. Groundbreaking for our new building 
Joccurred under a downpour of rain on Sunday afternoon, January 23, 


CMOWO 2 CLOWO)»2 -ALOW Ono <AOWEI no AMOWS)n2 OWS)? —LOWG)n2 


THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 


OURS LHR. Ud LDN G 
23238 LALRETEDD AVENUE 
Dedicated January 8, 1950 
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DR LE: (OLSON): 


1945-1952 
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STEPS TO THE TEMPLE 


The lot on West Wayne Street was sold for $50,000 on August 1, 


1949. 
| The cornerstone for our new church edifice was laid on Sunday 
laitternoon, May 15, 1949, the exact anniversary date (May 15, 1820) of 
ithe coming of Isaac and Christiana McCoy to Fort Wayne, a rude little 
Indian trading post in a fever infested swamp. 

At long last, after much perseverance, prayer, sacrifice, and hope, 
we realize today a dream that was dreamed in the spring of 1923. 

The educational plant and the steeple of our blue prints are stilla 
dream to be realized, we hope, in the not too distant future. 
| —End of “‘Steps To The Temple.”’ 


| Rev. L. E. Olson — Dr. L. E. Olson: 


The Rev. Mr. Olson was called to the pastorate of our church from 
he Tabernacle Baptist Church of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He was a native 
of that state and received his training for the ministry at Ripon College 
land the University of Wisconsin, the Northern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary, and the Winona Lake School of Theology. 

While pastor of the Milwaukee Tabernacle Baptist Church, he 
served as moderator of the Milwaukee Baptist Association, first vice- 
president of the Wisconsin Baptist Convention, and secretary of the 
Ministers’ Council of the Northern Baptist Convention (now the Amer- 
ican Baptist Convention). 


* *K 


On May 17, 1945, the Northern Baptist Theological Seminary 
conferred upon the Rev. Mr. Olson an outstanding honor. 

QUOTE: The trustees of the Northern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, on the nomination of the faculty, have conferred upon Lewis 
Erwin Olson the degree of Doctor of Divinity together with all the 
honors, rights, and privileges belonging to that degree. 


Signed: Walter W. Brosser 
Chairman of the trustees. 


Chicago, Illinois Chas. W. Koller 
May 17,1949. President of the Seminary 


Dr. Olson began his ministry with us on March 1, 1945, and has 
rendered the church seven years of faithful service. 

While pastor of the church he served the Indiana Baptist Ministers’ 
Council as ‘president, and was chairman of the Department of Social 
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Progress of the Indiana Baptist Convention and was a member of the| 
Board of Managers of the State Convention. | 
"During his pastorate here he underwent serious surgery at Sti 
Luke’s Hospital in Chicago which gave his flock some very anxious) 
hours. 
In 1947 he wrote and published a treatise concerning Portage 
County, Wisconsin, and the village of Almond, entitled ‘“‘Beyond The 
County Line.’ | 
On September 11, 1950, Dr. and Mrs. Olson left for an ocean 
voyage to Norway, the land of his ancestors. They also visited Belgium) 
France, England, Scotland, and Sweden. They arrived back in Fort 
Wayne, Friday, November 3rd, and on the following Sunday morning) 
he was again in the pulpit. 
During his absence Dr. John R. Gunn, our Minister Emeritus of, 
Atlanta, Georgia, very ably filled the pulpit. | 
Under the pastorate of Dr. Olson the church building at 2323 
Fairfield Avenue became a reality that awaits completion. 
On Sunday morning, May 11, 1952, Dr. Olson submitted his resig- H 
nation in order to accept a call from the Second Baptist Church of 
Chicago, it to take effect the last Sunday of July’on his return from his’ 
vacation. His farewell sermon was on the subject, ‘“‘Here We Have 
Lived.”’ The prayers and good wishes of the church followed Dr. Oke 
to his new mission. 


1952 — Dr. Leslie Eads: 


On Sunday morning, September 7, 1952, Dr. Leslie Eads was 
called to the pastorate of the church. His ministry began on Sunday | 
morning, October 26, 1952. | 

Dr. Eads came to us from the state of Nebraska where he was 
pastor of the Chambers Church and the First Baptist Church of Wayne, | 
Nebraska. For a short time he was assistant pastor of the First Baptist | | 
Church of Long Beach, California. Following that he was pastor of the: 
Alhambra Baptist Church of Alhambra, California for a period of more! 
than seven years. | 

While in California, Dr. Eads served as president of the Southern | 
California Baptist Convention, president of the Board of Managers’ o i 
the Convention, chairman of the Department of Evangelism and treas- 
urer of the Southern California Baptist Temperance Federation. 

He is a graduate of Sioux Falls College with an A.B. degree, and of 
Kastern Baptist Theological Seminary where he received his B De 
degree. In 1949 the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upomy 
him by Sioux Falls College. | 

Dr. Kads with his wife and two children were warmly welcomed 
into our fellowship and a new era of growth and achievement. | 
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DR. LESLIE EADS 


4% 
Mate 


The Sanctuary 
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On October 3, 1954, the following questionnaire was enclosed in| 
the morning bulletin: 


— ————— ————— 
A QUESTION TO ANSWER 


“When are we going to complete our building so that we may 
have adequate Sunday School room?’’ That question is frequently 
asked by friends and members of First Baptist. 


The answer to that question will be easier if every member 
has a clear financial picture of our church life. 


It looks something like this: The original principal was 
$72,336.41, During the first four years we paid a total of $47,638.42 
or an average of $11,909.60 per year plus $2,112.50 for interest 
each year. 


During the last five months (remember that during our last — 
Every Member Canvass we stressed the need for increased giving to — 
the Current Expense side of our budget) our payments have averaged 
$924.58 per month plus interest of $77.39. 


We owe to date on our building $18,140.65, which means at 
the present rate of giving we should pay it off in about 18 months. 


The other side of the picture is this. It is estimated that it will 
cost us $200,000.00 to complete our building. That means we 
would have to borrow about three times as much money as we did 
Originally. 


The required payment on the original amount was $612.00 per 
month. Thus if we borrow three times as much we would have to pay 
about three times $612.00 each month or about $1,836.00 each 
month (plus our present payments, if we start to build before this 
note is paid). 


That would mean that the giving to our Building Fund (on the 
basis of our present giving of $924.58 per month) would have to be 
doubled. At the same time the giving to the Current Expense would 
have to be increased some — for additional rooms would mean 
more upkeep. 


| 
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EE 
_———— 


| We must also keep in mind that we have been asked by the 
| American Baptist Convention to raise $7,200 for the Churches For 
} New Frontiers Program. These pledges may run for 20 months, but 
must be made not later than November 1, 1954. (Explanation at 
| Meeting.) 


With the above picture in mind, you can see that the answer 
| to the question “When are we going to complete our building?” is 
really one that the members and friends of First Baptist must help 
| to answer. 


We are planning a Church Business Meeting following the 
Morning Worship Service on Sunday, October 10, to discuss future 
plans and to !earn the thinking of our church family regarding the 
completion of our building. This can be done through a “‘poll of 
opinion” on the statements which follow. Such a poll of opinion will 
serve as a guide to the leadership .of the church. 


1. | favor launching as soon as possible a program to complete 
our Church Building. My answer is made in the knowledge 
of the fact that | will have to give more if this is to be 
accomplished. 


ANSWER: NA SS ee Nore 


2. | sincerely believe that | could give $.......--------- per month for 
a period of five years, toward this building program. This is 
over and above ( _) or includes (_ —_) what | am now giving 
to the building fund. Please check which. 


| understand that even though | do my best, it may not be 
possible to go forward with this entire program right now. 


Please remember that the answers given to this poll are for 
guidance only. They do not constitute a pledge. But that we may be 
guided correctly, please be as accurate as possible in your answer. 


(ee _d 
—————— 


The vote was negative. 
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“All the earth shall Worship Thee, 


r nd Sing un 
2323 Fairfield Avenue 


While there had been great rejoicing over the attainment of our 
new sanctuary and the rapid rate at which its cost was being liquidated, 


there had also been a realization that our church school and other | 


avenues of service were greatly hampered because of lack of space. This | 
fact was emphasized because of an inflow of new members, many of — 
whom were from out the city or state. 

Consequently, a special business meeting was called for Wednesday | 
evening, May 11, 1955, to consider the purchase of the Dunkelberg | 
homestead on our immediate south. ; 

The committee in charge submitted points of interest that would — 
make the purchase advisable: that the property had a frontage on Fair- 
field Avenue of 192 feet, and a depth of 330 feet, thus providing ample 
space for parking, building expansion, and landscaping; that its floor 
space was equal in square feet to that of the church; that the building © 
could be occupied, for the present, with a minimum of repairs; that the 
building was a handsome three-floor structure resembling in its style of 
architecture that of the church, being built of red brick, and with its 
facade supported by white Colonial type pillars; that the distance 
between the two buildings was so conveniently short that the wing 
originally planned to extend southward from the church might eventu- 
ally make one building of the two. 

The building under consideration was built by Charles A. Dunkel- 
berg in 1909. He was for some thirty years, treasurer for the S. F. 
Bowser Company. It was sold by his widow, Anna C. Dunkelberg on 
March 3, 1927 to Frank H. Cutshall. 
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2401 Fairfield Avenue 


The owner of the property at the time it was being considered was 
| the widow of Frank Cutshall, Daisy Dean Cutshall. She was offering it 
/at a consideration of $75,000, the church to have possession on or 
before October 30, 1955. The vote to purchase the property was unan- 
imous. 

* The committee that arranged the purchase consisted of the chair- 
man of the board of trustees, Harold McKnight; T. E. Horton, and Dr. 
Leland J. Mortensen, trustees, and the pastor, Dr. Leslie Eads. 


DEDICATION 


The property was dedicated on Sunday, October 9, 1955, our first 
day of occupancy. Dr. W. A. Diman, executive secretary of the Chicago 
Baptist Association was the guest speaker. His theme was, “‘I Dedicate 
Myself.’ The dedication was preceded by a supper on Friday evening at 
which time there was launched the ‘‘Year of Baptist Achievement,” 
with our church one of the pilot churches of ‘“The New Church Special 
Reference System.’’ The guest speaker was Dr. Dallas West, executive 
secrétary of the Indiana Baptist Convention. His subject was, ‘“The 
Church School and the Family.”’ 

.During the program we were thrilled to hear recorded pre ei) 


113 


from our beloved emeritus, Dr. John R. Gunn of Atlanta, Georgia. 

The Rev. J. W. Hamilton, assistant to Dr. Leslie Eads since June 7 
1958, tendered his resignation in order to accept a call from the First) 
Baptist Church of Parsons, Kansas, as minister of Religious Education 
Rev. and Mrs. Hamilton and their two children were the guests of the 
church Sunday evening, April 22, 1956. A token of the high esteem in 
which they were held was presented them with the good wishes of the’ 
church for success in their new field. They left Fort Wayne on the 
following Monday. | 

Before the close of the fiscal year ending April 30th the church 
sponsored the bringing to the United States a family from Holland, Mr.| 
and Mrs. Jan Leendirt Troost and their two small children. Their ad- 
dress was: 

Ysselstrat 24* 
Dan-Helder 
Holland. 


* Address (1955) Mr. and Mrs. Jon Troost, 1846 Trinity. 


1956 — 1957 


June 1956: | 
The American Baptist Convention in its annual session, met in | 
Seattle, Washington, in June. 
The convention changed its fiscal year that ran from May Ist to | 
April 30th to run parallel with the calendar year. 


Our local church has not as yet (May 1956) decided to make the | 
change. | 
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THE REV. VIVIAN RUSSEL WHEELER 


The Rev. Mr. Wheeler of Bartow, Florida, was called by the church 
on June 3, 1956, to serve as assistant to the pastor, the Rev. Dr. Leslie 
Eads. 
| The Rev. Mr. Wheeler received his training for the ministry at the 
| Baptist Theological Seminary of Louisville, Kentucky, from which he 
/ received his B.D. degree. He received his B.A. degree from the John B. 
Stetson University of Deland, Florida. 

He was also field speaker for the Temperance League of Kentucky 
'while completing his residential work at the Baptist Theological Sem- 
‘inary at Louisville while working for his master’s degree. 

His duties began with us on Sunday, June 24, 1956, when he 
' occupied the pulpit at the evening service. 


At a called meeting after services Sunday evening, September 2, 

1956, the church called Miss Carolyn Thompson to serve as Christian 
_ educational director. She is to be responsible for the entire educational 
program and youth work. 

Miss Thompson received a bachelor of science degree in education 
from the Southern Illinois University where she majored in kindergar- 
ten and primary education. She received her bachelor of religious edu- 
cation degree from Bethel College of St. Paul, Minnesota, last June. She 
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plays both piano and organ. | 
She has taught in the elementary grades of the public schools oj 
Modesta, California, and of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Her duties with the church began on Monday, October 1, 1956. 


October 14, 1956. 
On Sunday evening a reception was given after services to welcomé 
in our midst the Rev. Mr. Wheeler and Miss Thompson. And also, for 


our family from Holland, Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Troost and little son anc 
daughter. 
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THE REV. DR. JOHN R. GUNN 


The church was deeply grieved at the death of our pastor emeritus, 


|the Rev. Dr. John R. Gunn which occurred in the Georgia Baptist 
| Hospital on Thursday, November 15, 1956, in Atlanta. 


Dr. Leslie Eads, our present pastor, flew to Atlanta to conduct the 


funeral service which took place on the 17th. He took with him to the 
| bereaved ones the sympathy of the sorrowing congregation that he had 
| served for ten years from 1917 to 1927. 


An account of the life and ministry of Dr. Gunn appeared in the 


| December 20th issue of the Baptist Observer, our state paper. It is too 
lengthy to be reproduced here. 


Following is a beautiful editorial which appeared on November 
17th in a daily paper of our city. The editorial is unusual for a secular 
newspaper and demonstrates the influence of a great Christian. It is 


given here by permission. 
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The Editorial 


“The great heart of the Rev. Dr. John R. Gunn has ceased to beat in 

“The sound of his inspiring typewriter is still. 

‘For more than 36 years he daily brought inspiration and light tc], 
the readers of the Journal-Gazette with his “Short Sermons For M 
Today.” 

‘‘We need not tell his readers that he was a great and good man) 
They know it. 

“Like Enoch of old, he walked with God. | 

“We need not tell his readers that they will miss him. They know 
that, too. 

‘We do remind them that he has left behind him a rich legacy to} 
which they are all heirs. 

“This legacy is contained in the thoughts which he gave to us all — hn 
thoughts which will never die. It is also contained in his many books. It}, 
is also in the memory of his kindly personality. . 

“We of the Journal-Gazette, like all of you, feel deep sorrow at his} 
passing. 

“We also rejoice in the triumph of his life. He lived for others, not. 
for himself. By being unselfish, he attained the greatest satisfaction of 
all. He was an honored servant in the house of the Lord. 

“John R. Gunn is not dead. He has simply been graduated magna } 
cum laude from our world to a better one. He almost reached four | 
score years. His body was frail, but his mind was clear and his spirit was | 
bright. His thoughts in these latter years were almost always upon his 
readers. It gave him the will to live. | 

‘‘We knew that in spite of illness he was a very useful man. Mod- | 
est, though he was, he realized that he was doing vast good. The letters. 
which came in from his readers told him so in warmest words. | 

‘We must not attempt a full description of the character of our 
beloved friend. It would sound like a roster of human virtues. We 
cannot refrain from saying that he was a master of English prose, a | 
thorough scholar whose Bible was his chief delight and the source of his | 
wisdom. 

“He was courteous and kindly in every relationship of life. His 
seriousness of purpose was leavened with a sense of humor. 

“Dr. Gunn was a man of faith. He had faith in God and in the Son | 
of God. He had faith in his fellows who were created in the image of 
God. 


“He was always ready to testify that his faith was justified by his 
experience. 

“When the shadows of the evening of life began to fall around 
him, belief in the goodness of eternity grew upon him and he left us: 

‘*“Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 

About him and lies down to pleasant dream’.”’ 
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1957-1958 


The first issue of a monthly church magazine: ‘‘First Baptist 
(Scroll” was released for September, 1957. 

Perhaps the most outstanding event of the fiscal year (1957-1958) 
lwas the entertainment of the Indiana Baptist Convention at the church 
from October 14 to 16 inclusive. 

On December 2, 1957, the Allen County Recorder’s Office pre- 
lsented your historian with a facsimile of the deed whereby we sold our 
ifirst church site to Benard Ankenbruck for $150, in 1851. The location 
jwas lot 83 of the Hanna edition, now 514 East Washington Street. 

The Rev. Vivian Wheeler, our assistant pastor, resigned in order to 
accept a call from the White Stone Baptist Church of White Stone, 
/Virginia. His last Sunday with us was December 16, 1957, at which 


it On Sunday afternoon, December 22, 1957, a rare service was held 
Vin the church parlors. It was in honor of Mrs. Rachel Rose Rarig who 
|was one hundred years old on Christmas Day following. Her daughter, 


|}pulpit Bible in honor of the event. 

At the annual election and special business meeting of the church 
“lon Wednesday evening, April 2, 1958, the church voted that the fiscal 
year of the church conform with the American and State Conventions 
|to run with the calendar year from January 1 to December 31 to begin 
January 1, 1959. 


Balance of 1958 


Miss Carolyn Thompson who has served the church as Director of 
Christian Education resigned her position in order to accept a position 
‘jin the public schools of Minneapolis, Minnesota. A reception was held 
\for her in the church parlors on Wednesday evening, August 13. A 
handsome gift was presented her in appreciation of her work in our 
midst. 

The church received word that a former pastor, the Rev. Linwood 
R. Berry (1928-1944) had died at his home in Tucson, Arizona on 
Sunday morning, December 14, 1958. Words of sympathy were sent to 
his bereaving family. Thus the last of the former pastors living at the 
time of the 1837-1937 Centennial had passed to his reward. 
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Fiscal Year — 1959 


By action of the church on Sunday morning, December 14, 1958) 
the Rev. Dan Morgan of Riverton, New Jersey, was called to serve ou; 
church as Minister of Calling, his services to begin January 14, 1959. 


REV. DAN MORGAN 


The Rev. Mr. Morgan came to us from the Baptist Home for the 
Aged of South Jersey. He had given up a pastorate of twelve year’s) 
standing of the First Baptist Church of Palmyra, New Jersey, in ordel| 
to help organize the above named home. o 


Rev. Morgan holds a B.S. degree from Rutgers University and ¢! 
Theological degree from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has 
served as a member of the General Council of the American Baptisl 
Convention from 1952 to 1955. | 

He had served the above named home as superintendent for é 


member of the church, was ordained as a minister of the Gospel. Mr.!! 
Anderson was born in Fort Wayne and became a member of the First’ 
Baptist Church in 1945. After graduating from high school he enrolled}t 
in Northern Baptist Theological Seminary from which he received the} 
Th.B. degree in 1956. | 
In 1954 he married Miss Violet Aldrich of the Michael School of 
Nursing. She also attended Northern Theological Seminary. They have|* 
two children. | 
After graduating he entered the Ball State Teachers’ College from 
which he graduated with a M.A. degree. In 1959 he received a B.D.| 
degree from Northern Seminary. 
The ordination sermon was preached by Dr. Thorwald Bender. An 
interesting program was rendered for the event. | 
Rev. Edward Anderson began his career as Minister of Education | 
for the First Baptist Church of Canton, Illinois, on June 1, 1959. He is. 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Howard Anderson of the First Baptist Church. 
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June 15, 1959 
*‘Dear Friends: 


“It is with mixed emotions that I write this letter. 
For almost seven years it has been my privilege to serve as 
your pastor. The people of this church have been most 
gracious and kind to Mrs. Eads, Terry, Joyce, and me. We 
are most grateful for your friendship. 

“The First Baptist Church of Saginaw, Michigan, has 
extended me a call to become its pastor. After much 
prayer and inner turmoil, I have decided to accept their 
call. So on Sunday, June 21, I will present my resignation 
to take effect as of September 1, 1959. 

‘*‘Everyone has been so good to me and the family 
that I wanted to personally tell you of this decision. Your 
church has great possibilities; I am sure that you will be 
sharing more and more in its progress with your prayers 


and work. 
“May God’s richest blessing be yours and your 
church. 
Sincerely 
LE: ms (Signed) Leslie Eads”’ 


Dr. Eads preached his farewell sermon on Sunday morning, July 
26th. His theme was: ‘“‘The Christian Mind.”’ 
He and family left us after the service, the month of August being 


(| On the previous Wednesday evening, a reception was held at the 
church for Dr. and Mrs. Eads and their two children, Terry and Joyce. 

| An interesting program was given with a number of appreciative talks 

| concerning Dr. Eads’ pastorate with us. 

| In appreciation for his services, Dr. Eads and family were pre- 

4)sented with a handsome stereophonic record player with records and 

) wishes for God’s blessings on his new field. 

|] The Rev. Dan Morgan was called to serve as interim pastor until 

|) such time as a pastor is chosen. 

Dr. Eads left with us by the way of the Sunday bulletin, his 

| favorite benediction: 


~ “Over your lives may the sunlight of Heaven, 
Shine with a brightness that nothing can dim, 
Cheering your hearts with the grace of God’ S presence, 
Until you are safely enfolded with Him.’ 
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Rev. Philbrook is a graduate of Ohio State University, Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School, and served as Chaplain in the United States — 
Navy. a 


He went to Anderson, as associate pastor of the First Baptist g 
Church. Two years later he accepted a call to the Meadowbrook Baptist — 
Church of Anderson with a membership of less than 50. During eleven 
years, under his leadership, the Meadowbrook Church increased to over 
800 members. 


Rev. Philbrook is active in civic as well as ministerial affairs. He 
has served as a member of the State Board of the Indiana Council of © 
Churches and on the Board of the Associated Churches of Fort Wayne. | 


Rev. and Mrs. Philbrook are the parents of two children, Cindy | 
and Steve, and they reside at 4325 Drury Lane. 
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REV. PHILLIP C. PHILBROOK 
Our New Minister 
June 19, 1960 
123 


REV. ROBERT L. BRANDENSTEIN 
Minister of Education, beginning August 15, 1961 


Rev. Brandenstein is a graduate of Bob Jones University and has 
completed one year of study at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He served several student pastorates during his school years and as an 
assistant pastor in St. Petersburg, Florida, for more than a year follow- 
ing graduation from college. | 

For almost ten years Rev. Brandenstein worked in the field of | 
banking and credit during which time he was active in his church in | 
teaching, helping in music and in leadership training work. His call to 
serve in First Baptist Church provided an opportunity for him to 
resume ministerial work. The encouragement of the pastor and the 
congregation made it possible for him to make this decision and voca- 
tional change. 

Rev. and Mrs. Brandenstein lived with their two daughters and a 
son at 914 West Creighton Avenue. 

Bob resigned June 28, 1964, to continue his studies at: Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School. 
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. On Wednesday, March 6, 1963, the First Baptist Church of Fort 
‘Wayne, Indiana was saddened by.the passing of Dr. L. E. Olson, a 
‘former pastor of the church. He served the church from March, 1945, 
to July, 1952. 
_ Under the pastorate of Dr. Olson the church sold the Jefferson 
Street edifice and built the present colonial structure at 2323 Fairfield 
Avenue, now in the process of expansion under our present pastor, the 
Reverend Phillip Philbrook. 
The account of Dr. Olson’s life and ministry may be found on 

pages 125 and 126. 

. The former pastor is remembered in the First Baptist Church with 
reverence and great appreciation. 


The Rev. Dale R. Beaman became Minister of Education, August 
17, 1964. He had received his A.B. degree at the University of Minne- 
-sota in 1960 and his B.D. degree at the California Baptist Theological 
Seminary, now the American Baptist Seminary of the West, in 1964. 

: His ordination took place in this church on Sept. 27, 1964. Dale 
; and his wife, Marilyn, are the parents of two children, Gary and Patri- 
cia. He resigned in September, 1965, to continue his ministry in Rock- 
ford, Illinois. 
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Rev. Neil Sowards was our Minister of Education from January Wy | 
1966, to March 31, 1971. He did his undergraduate work at Earlham | | 
College and graduate at Colgate Rochester Divinity School. He served | 
two years in Cleveland at Garfield Trinity Baptist Church. | 

He resided with his wife Diana, and two children, Rinda and { 


David, at 548 Home Avenue. 
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Mr. Jon A. Carlstrom came to First Baptist on the 16th of May, 
1971, to be the Assistant to the Pastor. His responsibilities, as they 
were assigned, include assisting in the many pastoral responsibilities, 
directing the ministry of Christian Education, directing the youth work, 
_and directing the missions emphasis of the church. 

For eight years previous, Mr. Carlstrom served as Associate Direc- 
tor of the East Side Christian Center in Indianapolis, Indiana, a home 
missions agency of the American Baptist Convention. Prior to that, he 
served foreign missions while working with Church World Service in 
Southern California. 

As a licensed American Baptist minister, Mr. Carlstrom has studied 
at Indiana University and Indiana Central College. 

Mr. Carlstrom and his wife, Jan, live at 3352 Eastwood Drive. 
They have two children, Julie Ann and Jason Kristopher. 
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The years between 1963 and 1972 have seen much accomplished 
in the First Baptist Church of Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

The changes in the pastoral personnel since the death of the au- 
thor of ONWARD, Mareem Major, have been added to the body of this: 
book. 

1963 saw the burning of the church mortgage on November 24. 
Six hundred people witnessed this ceremony. 

On July 15, 1965, the ground breaking ceremony for the construc- | 
tion of the educational unit and enlarged sanctuary took place. On 
Sunday, January 22, 1967, Fort Wayne’s oldest church dedicated the 
new educational wing and enlarged sanctuary. 

The First Baptist Church assisted with both finances and leader- 
ship in the establishment of the Faith Baptist Church. 

Charles N. Walker, Markers Chairman of the Allen County-Fort 
Wayne Historical Society, on October 29, 1967, dedicated the historical | 
marker placed in front of the church commemorating the organization | | 
of the church on August 3, 1822. 

The beautiful Chancel Window was dedicated on April 20, 1969. | 
The symbolism used in the window is in line with the history of the | 
church. 

In 1970, the church honored its beloved paster, the Rev. Phillip 
Philbrook on his tenth anniversary, having begun his ministry on June 
19, 1960. 

The church received recognition and a bronze plaque from the 
Department of Church Missions of the Indiana Baptist Convention in 
October, 1971. This recognition is given yearly and is based on the 
church’s total program. 

One hundred fifty years ago, eleven Christians headed by Rev. 
Isaac McCoy signed the ‘‘Articles of Faith’’ ending with this pledge: 
Art. XVI — — — “And being united together upon the foregoing plan, 
we deem it our duty to walk in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless, which that God may enable us to do, let every 
member, at all times, fervently pray.’’ (Page 156 HISTORY OF BAP- 
TIST INDIAN MISSIONS by Isaac McCoy) 

Thus, this church through the years, united together and with 
fervent prayer, has continued to carry out the Lord’s commandments. 
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“Should said church (First Baptist Church of Fort Wayne, Indi- 
ana) within a period of ten years desire to publish its historical pageant, 
»| “Onward,” for its membership, a copy shall be available for the pur- 
pose, and one-tenth of the net revenue minus the said flower fund, the 
latter to be available at the settlement of my estate — shall be available 
for publishing said pageant, it to be published without alterations 
except that of the usual proof reading, the copyright to be owned by 
the church.”’ 

Therefore, the Church, on the 150th anniversary of its organiza- _ 
tion, has had the pageant with historical data printed for its member- 
ship. 


January 1972 


129 


ax ht 
i he A f oP) 7 in mi aoe. 
: ie y pie <4 
Be, 8 ey : oe 21g eet, 7 45 
| “Seal FOV @ Reding, UN aie = al 
o8 Sd al Milo? Cae Ok ok Tonge $i 
" ; WER et A Rs 
; rn uh = ME Ss 
i . A eit brite SV ea OP Ras eae Sees 
; | Uy . hy wis. Re antes ney rae hy F 
| a» led ORs p Ait Vo eae 
| , : yeh ee i sae 
| ty | Sa ak 
| . 4 int 1 ee 
b “ : ‘ «sitet eee 
L ‘ae lea Ves 
ei? Caan ae at 
; ; ; el SIE Sea Me 2 0 ee 
, th hey co 3 Y eee 
; dad a . ake aM pan hes’. : ‘ Yas * 
o (fait wimg dhatledo oats ee of ERS ix 
bites heisoteld ah deldiee da aia trot hs ei 
“eI wt Bip yscnk reba POL ped tact LB pier «peste rae: 
‘aye A wwe) bebe ietieee BEAR AI te 
Siheree | [2 DBR Hy i ae ern Pl au a 
Pua Ld deal he, Die alvin ish em. She ex “yao : 
YS ae we H REECOS O = Sigh hnsiansy tae feed 
; eee Meet” of 
“RSA REA UE KF, ee 13 Gee ia 14; no if 
Pts) fas Se, AGL 
; ; 
; 
; 
ma 


od yoke ih a ao a 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


$$ _____— 
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Used in writing and Revision 
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History of Baptist Indian Missions, Isaac McCoy 
Loaned by Laura G. Detzer, Fort Wayne 
And Rev. John Calvin McCoy, Lebanon, Ohio and 
later of Cincinnati, Ohio. 


_ Sprague’s Annals of American Baptist Pulpit 
| American Baptist Historical Society of Chester, Pa. 
Later of Rochester, New York. 


_ Isaac McCoy Memorial, Walter N. Wyeth, D.D. 
Presented the author of ‘Onward’ by the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, New York. 


Eliza McCoy Memorial, Calvin McCormick, A.M. 
Loaned by Maysel McCoy Davis, Piqua, Ohio. 


_ Indiana Magazine of History, Vols.: IX, X, XXII, and XXIII. 
Public Library, Fort Wayne. 


_ Kansas State Centennial Souvenir Number, Magazine of History 
October 1821 — 1921 

4 Loaned by Laura G. Detzer, Fort Wayne. 

; 
_ Northern Baptist News Bureau, 152 Madison Street, New York. 


4 
oy Proceedings Twentieth Annual Indiana History Conference 


4 


Indianapolis, Indiana. 


Historical Sketch, First Baptist Church, Fort Wayne 
By Miss Anna Philley, Baptist Outlook, Indianapolis, 1896. 


| Carey Mission, Margaret Heidi, Niles, Michigan. 


_ A Remembrance of Grand Rapids, Wm. J. Etten 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


Leading Indiana Historians and Indian Lore 
Public Library, Fort Wayne. 
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The Will of Isaac McCoy, Magazine Historical Society, 
October 1921, Kansas City, Missouri. 


Isaac McCoy — His Plan of and Work for Indian Colonization 
Kansas State College Curriculum, Fort Hays, Kansas 
By Emory J. Lyons. 
LOCAL INFORMATION 
History of Fort Wayne. Brice. Griswold. 
Records First Baptist Church, Fort Wayne. 


Records Woman’s Society from 1874. 
First Baptist Church, Fort Wayne. 


The Will of Mrs. Wm. Turner (Ah-pez-zah-quah) 
Recorder’s Office, Fort Wayne. 
FROM PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 
The Rev. John Calvin McCoy, III 
Pastor Presbyterian Church, Lebanon, Ohio 
And later of the Salem Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati. 


State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbus, Mo. 


State Kansas Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 


Emory J. Lyons. Fort Hays Kansas State College, Hays, Kansas. 
Woodson K. Wood. St. Louis, Missouri. 
Dr. Coe Hayne. Past Historical Chronicler 


American Baptist Home Mission Society 
Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
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